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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Sometimes, Jesus’ teachings don’t seem to make practical sense. When we hear things like love your 
enemies and do good to them, turn the other cheek when struck, give to anyone who asks, do to others as 
you would have them do to you, be merciful, stop judging, forgive, and give to others, we get a bit 
unsettled. After all, it’s okay for God to do all of these things, but does He really want us to do them, too? 
Many good-hearted Christians really draw the line with some of these ideals and say, “No way!” They even 
remark that if someone did something hurtful to someone they loved, they would have no reservations 
seeking severe retribution. There is still this persistent thinking, even among those who consider 
themselves Christian, that a violent action deserves a violent response. Somehow, we continue to justify 
this. 
 
Yet, it is most clearly against the very grain of the Gospel. Part of our difficulty has more to do with 
understanding God’s love. We wrongly think that sinful or hurtful actions and evil people somehow are 
seen as lesser in God’s eyes. They are not. God loves the sinner as much as He does the saint. And, both of 
these inclinations exist in every human being, even those who consider themselves holy. Both the 
capacity for good and the disposition toward evil exist in every one of us. Viktor Frankl has this to say 
when reflecting on the Holocaust: “Our generation is a realistic generation because we have learned what 
a human being really is. When all is said and done, man is that same creature who invented the gas-
chambers of Auschwitz; but he is also that being who walked upright into those chambers with the prayer 
‘Shema Yisrael’ on his lips.” 
 
If we believe in God, we have to act like God. Whether we like that idea is another issue. If we don’t then 
perhaps, we need to reconsider our faith and whether we really believe in Jesus Christ. We are made in the 
image of God, not the image of ourselves. The Christian must, at all costs, leave resentment and the need 
for retaliation behind, lose defensiveness and bring into the mind and heart the realization of who we 
represent in this world. 
 
©LPi 



3 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PARISH NEWS 

“Love your enemies and do good to them.” We 
have such a hard time with this teaching! But it 
doesn’t end there. Jesus continues with turning 
the other cheek when struck, giving to everyone 
who asks, doing to others as you would have 
them do to you, being merciful, stopping our 
judgment of others, forgiving, and giving. We are 
okay when God does these things but get a little 
anxious when we realize that God really wants us 
to do them too! Secular justice and Gospel justice 
are definitely not the same. We need to remem-
ber that we are made in the image of God, not the 
image of ourselves. The Christian is called to act 
like Christ even in those situations where a more 
assertive or defensive response may seem more 
justifiable. In order to live up to this call we have 
to leave our resentment and need for retaliation 
behind, lose our defensiveness and bring into our 
mind and heart the realization of who we repre-
sent in this world. We are not here to satisfy or 
promote our own well-being and agenda. We are 
here for God’s. That’s a hard nut to crack espe-
cially when it comes to loving and forgiving peo-
ple who do hurtful and violent things. 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 
Dear Parish Family, 

  

 A beautiful way to remember a loved one is through a Mass 

Intention.  This is an ancient way for us to pray for an        

individual either living, deceased, or a special need.  Mass 

intentions are offered to God as prayers of intercession and 

thanksgiving in and through the Eucharist.  Many find this 

as  a way to remember someone who has gone to their 

heavenly home, rather than sending flowers or a donation to 

a charitable organization.  We have cards that you can send 

both for the living or the deceased.  These indicate the      

person requesting the Mass and the date it will be.  We are 

happy to help over the phone or in person. 

  

St. Valentine has the reputation as the patron saint of love - 

this is not  a matter of verifiable history but of faith.  The   

tradition of flowers is deemed to come from St. Valentine 

reaching out a window prior to his execution, and throwing 

flowers from a branch into the wind.  February is believed as 

the mating season for birds, thus doves flying into the sky 

with love.  Like faith, love is an emotion that touches us 

deeply. We all need to know we are loved from the time of 

conception until death.  It sustains us while bringing hope 

and joy. We feel the value of love as we know the scriptures 

tell us “God Is Love.” When we love, we care for and about 

others as God cares for us. Although this has in many ways 

been deemed a Hallmark Holiday, isn’t this the perfect time 

to think of those we cherish in a very special way?  

  

We are reminded by the AOD to totally disregard requests 

for cash, checks, or gift cards to be sent as part of the SCAM 

regarding priests.  None of our priests would ever request 

anything of this nature. 

  

Reminder:  When Fitzgerald Schools are closed, the parish 

office is closed and Mass will be canceled for that day. 

  

Blessings, 

  

Mary Jo 
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REFLECTION 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP   
 
Thanking God for Missing Spears 
 
Imagine how Saul must have felt when he awoke from his sleep and saw his spear missing from its rest-
ing place. Now imagine how he felt when he realized that the person who had it was the same person 
seeking his life — and there he sat, safe and sound. Now there’s a day you don’t forget your morning pray-
ers. 
 
I think if we look, we can all find a “missing spear moment” in our lives, when it hits us right in the gut that 
God has kept us safe from an impending disaster. This can be physical disaster, sure — but more com-
monly, I think it is spiritual disaster. Often the salvation comes through the gift of a person, or people, 
through whom God reveals His mercy. 
 
When I was in high school, I had a circle of friends who were really into their faith. We were all in youth 
ministry together, and the bond we shared taught me a lesson that changed me as a person: we become 
those with whom we associate. I can look back now, all these years later, and see that these people are 
evidence of God’s hand in my life. 
 
Take a look at your life. In whose love has God shown you comfort? By whose hand has God brought you 
closer to Him, or kept you away from harm? Through whose friendship has God shaped you into the per-
son you are? 
 
Let’s strive to remember to thank God for these people — and to thank them, too. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you so much for your 

continued prayers and                  
monetary support. 

 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of February 20, 2022 
Sunday: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13/ 
  1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38  
 

Monday: Jas 3:13-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 9:14-29  
 

Tuesday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6/Mt 16:13-19  
 

Wednesday: Jas 4:13-17/Ps 49:2-3, 6-7, 8-10, 11/Mk 9:38-40  
 

Thursday: Jas 5:1-6/Ps 49:14-15ab, 15cd-16, 17-18, 19-20/Mk 9:41-50  
 

Friday:  Jas 5:9-12/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 11-12/Mk 10:1-12  
 

Saturday: Jas 5:13-20/Ps 141:1-2, 3 and 8/Mk 10:13-16  
 

Next Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  February 19 
4:00 pm     Nick Sagin 

 Joseph Pawlica 

 Agnes & Raymond  
   Grimski 

 

Sunday, February 20 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 Emily Ozimek 

 

11:00 am  Marilyn and Earl Parrish 

 

Wednesday,  February 23 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday,  February 26 
4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 

 

Sunday, February 27 
8:30 am     Robert Novak 

 Carmela Palamara 

 

11:00 am  Marilyn and Earl Parrish 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading:   
King David exercised great restraint 
and forgiveness in not taking the 
life of Saul. What do you think is 
needed to live one’s life with this 
kind of spiritual disposition?  
 
Second Reading:   
Paul speaks of believers in the    
present age bearing the image of 
the “earthly one” (Adam) and in the 
future bearing the image of the 
“heavenly one” (Christ). What do you 
think bearing the image of Christ 
looks like?   
 
Gospel:  
Jesus taught his disciples some 
very challenging moral imperatives, 
such as love of enemy,                           
non-retaliation, and unconditional 
forgiveness. In what ways are you 
able to live out these ethical             
standards in your life? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“It is very important to bring together the wisdom of the #ederly and 
the enthusiasm of the young.  The encounter between grandparents 
and grandchildren is key, especially in this moment of economic and 
social crisis that humanity is undergoing. @LaityFamilyLife” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (February 15, 2022) 

 

 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Marilyn Sienko 

Grace Witt 

 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


