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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
What we say and how we say it reveals the true intentions of our 
hearts. The content and manner of our speech is a window into the 
recesses of our souls. Our consciences, attitudes, sentiments, 
weaknesses, and motives are displayed. As much as we think we can 
hide the truth of our lives from others, we cannot. Who we really are 
is not only expressed on our lips but is written on our faces. Jesus 
says precisely this, “For every tree is known by its own fruit.” What 
does the fruit of our lives say about us? 
 
Because we like to play the game of hide and seek with ourselves, in 
pretending that we are hiding we deflect attention others may give to 
us by becoming more critical of others. After all, the more time one 
can spend analyzing others’ behavior the less time one has to look at 
his or herself. Often, the behaviors we abhor most in others are the 
very ones we are guilty of ourselves. We just don’t know it yet. The 
more we put ourselves in the role of a judge, the more satisfaction 
and control we seem to achieve. Yet, what about ourselves? In 
focusing our attention on the beams in others’ eyes, the aridity and 
barrenness of our lives goes unchecked. St. Ambrose reminds us that 
“no one heals himself by wounding another.” Bringing our brothers 
and sisters down by being overly critical, serves no positive purpose. 
 
But the one who knows how easy it is to fall into sin and weakness 
and how quickly errors in judgment can be made, knows the depth of 
true compassion, mercy, and kindness. Having recognized our own 
poor choices, misguided opinions, negative emotions, and ability to 
do horrendous things, we can be more sympathetic and 
understanding of where others may be. We are designed to be 
mentors and guides to one another. In walking the journey together, 
we can help each other become the best we can be. Humility is the 
order of the day and the primary virtue that prevents us from being 
hypocrites. 
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Lenten  
Spiritual Journey  

  
“Rend your hearts, not your garments,  

and return to the Lord, your God”   

(Joel 2:13)  

  
Ash Wednesday  

Holy Mass, 9:30 am and 7 pm  
Scripture Service, 12 noon  

  
Holy Mass  

 Wednesdays in Lent  
 9:30 am and 7 pm  

  
Stations of the Cross  
 Fridays in Lent, 11 am  

  
Individual Confessions  

 Saturdays in Lent, 3 pm  
 St. John’s room  

  

“Now is the time of Divine grace,  

now is the day of salvation”  

(2 Cor 6:2)  
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PARISH NEWS 

“From the fullness of the heart the mouth 
speaks.” What we say reveals so much about who 
we are. It discloses what is really going on within 
us: our integrity, priorities, depth of conscience, 
level of compassion and understanding of mercy. 
People whose speech is judgmental or overly  
critical usually reveal an interior life that is angry, 
unsettled, defensive, and shallow. Our speech 
communicates our sense of right and wrong, the 
strength of our relationship with God and how we 
feel about our fellow human beings. We are also 
quick to point out the faults of others,                  
concentrating on their shortcomings and             
wrongdoings before our own. Only God fully             
understands what is going on inside the human 
heart.  Only God can see the depth of a human 
soul. Perhaps it would do us well to consider what 
may be happening inside our brothers and sisters 
and temper our critical speech of what we see 
occurring outside. Looking within will also help us 
identify our own sins and weakness so that we 
can be better positioned to offer the type of           
wisdom and compassionate guidance that can 
really be of help to our friends. 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 
Dear Parish Family, 
  
“Only when we are no longer afraid, do we begin to 
live.”  Dorothy Thompson was a well known American 
journalist of the 20th century. She was an outspoken 
women of her era and often was known in the same 
category of influential women as Eleanor Roosevelt. 
She received the title as “first lady of American        
journalism.”  She added “ if we can get over our fear, 
our experience of life expands enormously.” 
  
In Luke 12:32 we are told “Fear not, little flock” and 
Jesus tells us “Fear is useless, what is needed is 
trust.”  For many of us we repress or deny our fear 
when it creates a danger either physical – (falling), 
spiritual (not going to Heaven), mental (losing our 
mind), emotional ( losing a loved one), or moral 
(falling into sin). Fear can easily become the enemy 
of growth, freedom, and joy. We all suffer in one way 
or another from fear, but it is how we deal with this 
emotion that we work through it and see sunshine on 
the other side. 
  
My personal fear is of birds of any size – small or 
large.  Having experienced some very                                
uncomfortable, frightening  situations, I continue to 
try and have some form of conquering this.  Need-
less to say, I am not happy to be at Trafalgar Square 
in London or the aviary at the Detroit Zoo. My prayer 
is that those birds do not start building this year’s 
home by the parish office entrance! 
  
Think of your own fears.  Have they changed over the 
years? Have you embraced them and moved on? 
We simply cannot allow our fears to rob us from the 
light and joys of life. Isaiah reminds us “so do not 
fear; for I am with you; do not be dismayed: for I am 
your God.” 
  
Our loving God does bless us and watches over us 
each and every day! 
  
Mary Jo 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Holy Mass 

 9:30 am and 7 pm  
 

Scripture Service 12 noon  
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REFLECTION 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP   
 
Planted in the House of the Lord 
 
Grocery delivery apps are all the rage these days, and I can’t deny the convenience of tapping your finger a few 
times and seeing your week’s shopping dropped on the doorstep. But there is one aspect of this trend that seems 
to make a lot of shoppers nervous — fruits and vegetables.  
 
A lot of us have strong opinions on our fresh produce and aren’t ready to delegate this highly subjective selection 
process to a total stranger. My father was a produce manager and I remember as a child learning about the com-
plexities of choosing correctly. Getting a bad bag of under ripe tomatoes after shopping on an app could easily 
sour one on the whole idea.  
 
Forrest Gump said life is like a box of chocolates. I say, we’re all like grab-bags of produce dumped on someone’s 
doorstep — but if we’re Christians who live our faith publicly, we’re stamped with the name of God. If your thumb is 
green enough, you know that you can tell a lot about a gardener from the produce he grows. We who are planted in 
the house of the Lord — what do we reveal about our Gardener?  
 
What do our actions show of His teachings? What do our words reflect of His voice? What does our strength reveal 
of the soil from which we sprang and the life-giving waters that nourished us? 
 
When we open ourselves up to those we encounter, let’s make a special effort to show the care we have had — lest 
our peers come away from the experience thinking God doesn’t know how to garden, when in reality, it’s us who 
don’t always know how to grow. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you so much for your 

continued prayers and                  
monetary support. 

 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of February 27, 2022 
 

Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45  
 

Monday: 1 Pt 1:3-9/Ps 111:1-2, 5-6, 9 and 10c/Mk 10:17-27  
 

Tuesday: 1 Pt 1:10-16/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Mk 10:28-31  
 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/ 
  Mt 6:1-6, 16-18  
 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 9:22-25 
 

Friday:  Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15  
 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 5:27-32  
 

Next Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  February 26 
4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 

 

Sunday, February 27 
8:30 am     Robert Novak 

 Carmela Palamara 

 Jackie Loch 

 Gary Shimer 

 

11:00 am  Marilyn and Earl Parrish 

 The Elliott Family 

 Terry Wernette 

 Mark & Kim Baker 

 Christine Agosta 

 Anthony Gonzales 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday,  March 2 
9:30 am     Marilyn & Earl Parrish 

 Chris Mixen 

 

7:00 pm     The People of St. Mark 
 

Saturday,  March 5 
4:00 pm     Steve Patrishkoff 

 

Sunday, March 6 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 

11:00 am  Henry Naguszewski 

 Mae Cavanaugh 

 Bruce Cavanaugh 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading:   
Sirach teaches that much is        
revealed about someone in how 
they speak. How conscious are 
you about weighing your words 
with others?  
 
Second Reading:  
Paul speaks of Jesus’ resurrection 
taking away the “sting” and 
“victory” of death itself. In what 
ways have you experienced this 
reality in the death of loved ones 
in your life?   
 
Gospel:  
Jesus challenges his disciples to 
exercise humility towards others 
and to bear good fruit with their 
lives. Can you cite examples of 
how you follow these commands 
of Jesus in your own life? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Turning the other cheek is not the withdrawal of the loser, but the 
action of one who has a greater inner strength, who defeats evil 
with good, who opens up a breach in the heart of the enemy, 
unmasking the absurdity of his hatred.  It is dictated not by 
calculation, but by love.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (February 20, 2022) 

 

Darlene Muir 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Donna Pheney 

Marilyn Sienko 

Blanch Sobierawski 

Grace Witt 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


