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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the 
mission of Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in 

the Good News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

4th Sunday of Lent 
 
God’s love story reveals itself in our stories, experiences, and aspirations. 
We are all prodigal sons and daughters. There are many times in our lives 
when we would “sell our souls” in order to pursue our passions. We 
pursued what we wanted without regard for others or God. We have 
sowed our oats, thrown ourselves into careless pleasures, spent what we 
know we ought to have saved, turned our backs on those we love and 
abused gifts we have been given. We even hit bottom and realized the 
silliness and self-destruction of it all. We needed to come home. We knew 
we erred and needed a gentle presence to show us God’s unconditional 
love. This wayward journey home changed us. 
 
As much as we need to be welcomed, we are also the one who needs to 
do the welcoming and mercy giving. Those we love need our guidance, 
but they don’t always take it. We know that what they are doing is off the 
mark, self-destructive and wrong. We have to let them go and let it 
happen, even though they might get hurt. As we wait and hope, they 
choose to make their way back to us. They don’t need us to judge them. 
They have done enough of that to themselves. We immediately embrace 
them and are just happy they’re home. God uses us to help heal them. 
Knowing how much we craved understanding and forgiveness ourselves, 
we can now freely give it away. God uses what he has taught us to teach 
others. 
 
We are also the entitled ones. At least we “think” we are entitled. After all, 
we work hard for what we have. We cannot get our heads around the idea 
that someone can get something that I really deserve!   If I do what I’m 
supposed to do, I ought to be rewarded for that, right? If I do something 
wrong, I ought to pay the consequences. This is justice, isn’t it? This is not 
God’s justice. God is all about love, mercy, compassion, and forgiveness. 
God’s justice is love freely given without merit.  We carry the stories of 
the prodigal son, the unconditional forgiving father, and the entitled 
angry brother with us. When we make friends with all three, humbly telling 
those stories to others makes us Christ’s ambassadors. 
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Lenten  
Spiritual Journey  
“Rend your hearts, not                             

your garments,  
and return to the Lord,                            

your God”   
(Joel 2:13)  

  
 Stations of the Cross  

 Fridays in Lent, 11 am  
  

Individual Confessions  
 Saturdays in Lent, 3 pm  

 St. John’s room  
 

“Now is the time of Divine grace,  
now is the day of salvation”   

    (2 Cor 6:2)  
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

4th Sunday of Lent 
Opening Song --------------Table of Plenty 
Refrain Come to the feast of heaven and earth! Come to the table of plenty! 

 God will provide for all that we need, here at the table of plenty. 
 

1. O come and sit at my table where saints and sinners are friends. 
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely to share the cup of my love            Refrain 
2. O come and eat without money; come to drink without price. 
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit with faith and fullness of life.   Refrain                    

  
Presentation Song------------Hosea 
Refrain Long have I waited for your coming home to me and living deeply our new life.   
 

1. Come back to me with all your heart. Don’t let fear keep us apart. 
Trees do bend, though straight and tall; so must we to others’ call.          Refrain 
2. The wilderness will lead you to your heart where I will speak. 
Integrity and justice, with tenderness you shall know.                                  Refrain 
 

Communion Song--------------Amazing Grace 
 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
         I once was lost, but now am found; was blind but now I see. 

2. “Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
3. The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

                        
Sending Forth Song--------------Anthem 
 
Refrain      We are called, we are chosen, we are Christ for one another. 
  We are promised to tomorrow, while we are for him today; 
  We are sign, we are wonder, we are sower, we are seed. 
  We are harvest, we are hunger, we are questions. We are creed. 
 

1. Then where can we stand justified? In what can we believe? 
In no one else but he who suffered, nothing more than he who rose. 
Who was justice for the poor who was rage against the night. 
Who was hope for peaceful people who was light.                            Refrain  
 
2. Then how are we to stand at all, this world of bended knee? 
In nothing more than barren shadows, no one else but he could save us. 
Who was justice for the poor who was rage against the night. 
Who was hope for peaceful people who was light.                              Refrain 
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REFLECTION 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

Have you ever given thought to the fact that you are an 
“ambassador for Christ?” An ambassador is an accredited 
diplomat and official representative. We are asked to be 
ambassadors for Christ and his message of reconciliation. 
Within each one of us is a prodigal son who realizes the 
need to return home, an elder brother who struggles with 
entitlement and self-pity, and a forgiving father who simply 
wants to celebrate love. Realizing that all of these things are 
operative in our hearts, we can bring credibility to God’s 
ministry of reconciliation. Genuine witnesses are those who 
not only recognize their need for wholeness, mercy, and   
forgiveness but also their tendency to be over self-focused 
and stubborn. Then, discovering freedom from all that binds 
them, they can then extend the love they have received to 
others. These ambassadors embody unity, mercy, and      
reconciliation and can look on others with deep compassion 
because they know what it is to walk in their shoes. Can God 
count on you to deliver this message? 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 

 
 
The Face on God’s Brochure  
 
When a church is raising funds for a new building or a diocese is launching a stewardship appeal, there is usually 
someone — or several someone’s — who serves as the face of the campaign. Maybe it’s a married couple, or a    
family, or a group of folks who have been particularly active in the community and can speak to the worthiness of 
whatever endeavor is being undertaken. 
 
Oftentimes, for better or worse, we fill that role for God. We are the face on the front of His promotional brochure. 
If we call ourselves Christians, that means that people will meet Christ through us. That’s what being an Everyday 
Steward is — a steward, everyday; someone who conducts his Master’s business when the Master is not seen. 
 
It can be intimidating because we have so much baggage and no capabilities of our own. But then we remember 
that we are offered reconciliation through Christ — that “the old things have passed away, (and) new things have 
come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). We remember that we are the prodigal sons, and the fattened calf has been slaughtered 
on our behalf. 
 
But it’s a role that requires commitment. The story of the prodigal son is only compelling and only means          
something because the son, presumably, embraced his reconciliation to his father. He didn’t go on to abandon him 
again.  
 
So let us think to ourselves each day, “Whoever I encounter will meet Christ’s ambassador. I was dead and have 
come to life again. How can I speak to the worthiness of that reconciliation? How can I make others desire it?” 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     ©LPi 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you for your continued food,  

and monetary support. 
 

God Bless 

Readings for the week of March 27, 2022 
 

Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  
 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/Jn 4:43-54  
 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16  
 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17-30  
 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5:31-47  
 
Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  
 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/Jn 7:40-53  
 
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  March 26 
4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 
 John & Veronica Pelc 
 Frances Szpont 
 Silas Kurtz 
 Richard Kryszak 
 
Sunday, March 27 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
  
11:00 am  The Straight Family 
 Karol Lipinski 
 Angeline Lipinski 
 Donald Krysinski 
 Earl Parrish 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday,  March 30 
9:30 am     Anthony Kasprzak 
 
7:00 pm     Paul & Veronica  
   Pataky 
 
Saturday,  April 2 
4:00 pm     Steve Patrishkoff 
 Stephen Zoski Family 
 
Sunday, April 3 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
  
11:00 am  Nancy Peterson 
 Mr. & Mrs. Bershe 
 Nicholas Prentiss 
 Earl Parrish 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading:   
After the Israelites settled into 
the land of Canaan (the       
Promised Land), no longer was 
there any need for the “manna” 
from heaven. As the season of 
Lent continues, what have you 
been able to let go of?   
 
Second Reading:   
Paul emphasized to the           
Corinthians the importance of 
reconciliation with God. Why do 
you think reconciliation is so 
key to our relationship with 
God?  
  
Gospel:  
In Jesus’ parable of the lost 
(prodigal) son, which character 
do you most resonate with, and 
why? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“During this Lenten Season, let us pray by looking at the Crucified 
Lord.  Let us open our hearts to the touching tenderness of God, 
and in his wounds place our own wounds and those of our world.  
#Lent” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (March 21, 2022) 

 
Cathy Gambrell 

Richard Harrison 
David Harrison 

Joe Orlando 
Marge Orlando 
Donna Pheney 

Ed Sienko 
Marlene Sienko 
Latonya Smith 

Blanch Sobieralski  
Delphene Tessmar 

 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  

St. Mark Golf  
SAVE THE DATE  

 
Friday, August 26th  


