
MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We 
continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to 

transform our lives and believe in the Good 
News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

AUGUST 14, 2022 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
An inward transformation occurs in a person who decides to follow 
Jesus Christ. Things change. They see the world differently, 
understand their journey more deeply and profoundly, have their 
sights fixed on eternity and union with God and hold themselves to 
higher standards and virtues. It requires a conscious choice to be a 
Christian, and this choice must be renewed at least daily. While the 
basic premise of Jesus’ message may appear heartwarming and 
straightforward: love of God, neighbor, and self, the implications of 
doing so are challenging. The true disciple is called to live radically, 
and often finds themselves at odds with the world or even with those 
in their own homes. 
 
Holding ourselves to higher standards comes with a price. We have 
to leave other things behind. It is difficult to be people of faith, hope, 
and love in a world often fixated with its own fulfillment and self-
absorption. Justice, temperance, prudence, and fortitude require 
sacrifice if they are to be lived with integrity. God’s ways are not 
ours. This becomes crystal clear to those who have enough courage 
to stand against the tide. Putting love into action requires that we 
challenge accepted modes of doing business and fight complacency. 
This is what makes the saints stand out as witnesses. They are 
simply sinners, just like us, who persevere. 
 
People do not want to be told that they’re sailing their ships in the 
wrong direction. Clinging to their insistence and need to be correct, 
they can become defensive when challenged. This can happen even 
with those closest to us. As much as the Gospel calls us to unity, it 
also can easily create division. When we love seriously, we encounter 
more than feelings of warmth and acceptance. “What does love look 
like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the 
poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to 
hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like (St. 
Augustine).”  Love also has the courage and honesty to tell people 
what they may not want to hear but need to, and model, without 
wavering, a life of humble, loving, and faithful service. Don’t lose 
heart! There are many examples of faith before us and around us. If 
Jesus endured the voices of opposition, so too can we. There is no 
need to apologize for speaking the truth. 
 
©LPi 
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REFLECTION 
Dear Parish Family, 
  
“With disabilities you can become Holy Persons, you can reach the high God which God has reserved for all 
human beings, you are the creatures of His love.”( St John Paul II) Be it a physical or psychological disability, 
those who suffer need our love, respect, patience and acceptance. At times it is difficult to comprehend the 
pain our brothers and sisters experience. Many illnesses are invisible, they may be cognitive, learning issues 
or of chronic nature. My own granddaughter is beautiful on the inside and out, and has no appearance of her 
gestational Lyme disease, yet she suffers with her own disabilities. 
  
We often think of Blessed Solanus Casey and the miracles God performed through the intersession of this of 
holy man. Have you heard of St Andre Bessette from Montreal? He is a saint who was very sickly as a child, 
was encouraged by his Pastor as a young man to attend the seminary, and later became the “doorkeeper” of 
Notre Dame College. He is known as Brother Andre’. He could never understand the tremendous gift of healing 
he had for the many people who came to him. He prayed through the intercession of St Joseph and later 
became known as the “miracle man of Montreal.”  Think of Saint Andre as another intercessor for those with 
disabilities. 
  
Our brothers and sisters with disabilities are a gift and opportunity to show our love and goodness. The term 
“special needs” encompasses every age. These are special people and it is vital that we remember to  help and 
encourage them in every way. We must not discourage or disable their joys. My mother instilled that any 
incapacity should only be shown respect and inspiration - their talents, and insights surpass our 
understanding! We never know, when we may need to be the recipient of someone’s kindness. Let us 
remember the words of St Rose of Lima, “When we serve the poor and the sick, we serve Jesus.” 
  
Blessings, 
 Mary Jo 

St. Stephen of Hungary | August 16 
Born a pagan in the 10th century Saint Stephen was baptized as a boy when his 
father converted to Christianity. Saint Stephen married Gisela, daughter of 
Duke Henry II of Bavaria who would become Saint Henry II. He succeeded his 
father as leader and began to transform the nation into a Christian kingdom. 
 
Pope Sylvester II proclaimed him the first king of Hungary in 1001, sending 
him a crown and gold processional cross. The crown, made in the Byzantine 
style, has become a symbol of Hungarian nationhood. 
 
King Stephen’s reign was a relatively peaceful and prosperous time. He      
outlawed paganism, mandated church building, and tithing for support of the 
parish, and commanded all to marry except clergy and religious. He founded 
a Benedictine monastery, and Hungary became an important place along the 
route to the Holy Land for many pilgrims. 
 
Unfortunately, Stephen’s son and heir died in a hunting accident, causing 
much conflict over the succession when the saint died. Eventually the      
kingdom was won back for Christendom and father and son were canonized 
in 1083 by Pope St. Gregory VII. Saint Stephen I is now patron saint of               
Hungary. 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

20th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 Opening song--------------All are Welcome 

 
1. Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live. A place where saints and children tell how 
hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; Here the love of 
Christ shall end divisions. All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 
2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, where all God’s 
children dare to dream God’s reign anew.  Here the cross shall stand as witness and as  symbol of God’s grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end division; all are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
Psalm Response      Lord, come to my aid 
 
Presentation Song------------For the Fruits of this Creation 
 
1. For the fruits of this creation, thanks be to God; for the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God for the plowing, 
sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 
2. In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done; in the help we give our neighbor God’s will be done in the   
worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, in the harvests we are sharing God’s will be done. 

 
Communion Song--------------Seed, Scattered and Sown 
 
Refrain             Seed, scattered and sown, wheat, gathered and grown, bread broken and shared as one, the Living 

Bread of God.  Vine fruit of the land, wine, work of our hands, one cup that is shared by all. The 
Living Cup, the Living Bread of God. 

 
1. Is not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord?   
Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ outpoured.   Refrain 
 
2. The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die.   
The seed within good ground will flower and have life.   Refrain 
 
3. As wheat upon the hills was gathered and was grown. 
 So may the Church of God be gathered into one.   Refrain                                                                                                  

                                                                                       
Sending Forth Song--------------Lift Up Your Hearts 
 
Refrain  Lift up your hearts to the Lord, praise God’s gracious mercy! 
  Sing out your joy to the Lord, whose love is enduring. 
 
1. Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth!  Praise the name above all names! 
 Say to God,” How wondrous your works, how glorious your name!”                            Refrain 

 
2. Let the earth worship singing your praise.  Praise the glory of your name! 
Come and see the deeds of the Lord; bless god’s holy name!                                         Refrain 
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A Steward’s Growing Pains 
 
Have you ever written a check or seen the charge on the credit card machine that had far too many zeros 
on it for your comfort? 
 
The brakes finally give up on the car you were hoping to nurse through the season. The water heater dies 
on the coldest week of the year. A medical procedure wasn’t totally covered by insurance. We’ve all been 
here in this place, being asked to part with a not-so-small sum of money for a not-so-fun reason.  
 
It’s a little easier to bear when you’re forking over dollar signs for a fun vacation or even a worthy cause 
like your child’s education. But when it’s something you weren’t expecting, something negative, that un-
easiness in the pit of your stomach can quickly become despair. 
 
The next time this happens to you, embrace it. Celebrate it. Wrap your arms around it and welcome it as a 
growing pain. 
 
We are often asked, in life, to give more than we wish. Our loved ones demand greater patience than we 
think we have. Our prayer life is stalling, and we feel God isn’t holding up His end of the communication 
bargain. The daily grind seems to be grinding us down. We feel that uneasiness in the pit of our stomach, 
just as we do when we part with money we thought belonged solely to us. 
 
That place of uncertainty propels us in life, in stewardship, in relationship. All forward motion comes 
from that feeling. Put out your hands and let yourself be thrust into the pit — He will stoop to take you out 
from the mud. Spread your arms on your cross — joy is waiting for you. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     ©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

There is a “great cloud of witnesses” found in the official saints of the church and in ordinary people we 
meet every day. They are faith-filled inspirations who, by their example, help us to persevere in our faith. 
Living in a sea of conflict, change, challenge, and confusion, it is easy to grow tired and get weary. With 
so many things in competition for our attention, it is challenging to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and the 
Kingdom of God. We have to keep running the race and continue proclaiming the Good News. This              
message is not always welcome. It can cause division, challenge accepted mindsets, ruffle peoples’ 
feathers, and cause some folks to become defensive. God’s ways are not always our ways. Even though 
often rejected by the world, the message of God in Jesus Christ must continue to be preached. We can 
rely on the examples of faith before us and around us and not lose heart. As Jesus endured the voices of 
opposition, so too can we. 
©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

REFLECTION 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Pantry needs: 
 

Small Paper Bags 
Large Paper bags 

 

Thank you so much for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of August 14, 2022 
 

Sunday: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53 

 

Monday: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10-12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56  
 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-36ab/Mt 19:23-30  
 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 20:1-16  
 
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mt 22:1-14  
 
Friday:  Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 22:34-40  
 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 23:1-12  
 
Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30  

THE WORD 

 
 
 

 
Saturday,  August 13 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

 Karol Lipinski 

 Angeline Lipinski 

 Donald Krysinski 

 

Sunday, August 14 

8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 Bruno Ozimek 
     

11:00 am  Rose Kovaleck 

 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

 Richard Harrison 

 

Wednesday, August 17 

9:30 am     Bernadine Corbeill 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday,  August 20 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

 Robert Misiak 

 Chris Mixen 

 

Sunday, August 21 

8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 Robert Novak 
     

11:00 am  Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
The court official,                          
Ebed-melech, courageously 
advocated for the prophet           
Jeremiah, having him recused 
from the muddy cistern. When 
have you defended someone 
being ridiculed for their faith?   
 
Second Reading:  
The author of Hebrews                 
encourages his community to 
remain strong in their faith in 
Jesus. What or who helps you 
when you feel spiritually                
discouraged?  
 
Gospel:  
Jesus forewarned his disciples 
that his message would bring 
division, even within families. 
How does your family deal with 
this type of tension?   
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Reviving a dialogue happens not with words, but with silence; not 
by insisting, but by patiently beginning anew to patiently listen to 
another person, hearing about their struggles and what they carry 
inside.  The healing of the heart begins with listening.” 

 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (August 8, 2022) 

 
 
 

Anne Carroll 
Cathy Gambrell 
Terry Lawrence 
Marilyn Parrish 

Earl Parrish 
Blanche Sobieralski 

Steve Sternicki 
Patricia Thiry 

Grace Witt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

Fellow Parishioners! 
 

Join us  every Thursday at 
6:30  to pray the Rosary.   

 
We meet outside in the      

meditation garden.     
 

Please join us and                            
bring a chair for                              

your comfort as we pray! 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


