
MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We 
continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to 

transform our lives and believe in the Good 
News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

AUGUST 21, 2022 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  
  
We are making a steady progress toward this year Catholic 
Services Appeal (CSA).  Our target is $25,885.  This is a 
challenging amount for our small parish family.  Any amount 
you can give is much needed and greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you for your sacrificial contribution to 
this annual Archdiocesan campaign.  Together we continue 
to fuel the mission of evangelization, and announce the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  The Biblical verse for this year’s 
appeal comes from the First Letter of Peter: “As each has 
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10).  Hopefully, 
each household will be willing and able to assist with this 
important appeal – as we support various Archdiocesan 
ministries.    
  
I am also grateful for your weekly financial support to cover 
our day to day operation of our parish needs and 
services.  My heartfelt words of gratitude go to our beloved 
homebound who continue to send their “weekly offerings” 
through the mail.  Many thanks to all of you for taking care of 
your spiritual home!  Having said this, I want to reiterate 
what I wrote and said many times before.  There are many 
ways to serve, volunteer, and participate in the parish life.  If 
an individual or a family is unable to offer any financial 
assistance at this time, please do not feel any distress over 
this.   You are our gift! Your very presence at our Sunday 
worship, or your spiritual presence when your health 
prevents you from attending Mass, is a spiritual treasure – 
enriching and strengthening our entire parish family.    
  
In Christ’s abundant Life,  
Fr. Stanley   
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REFLECTION 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
The serious disciple knows the necessity and value of discipline. Thinking of discipline as something punitive in 
nature, we underscore its place in our spiritual lives. Discipline is really about a radical trust in God and his guid-
ance. “When you are conducted by a guide who takes you through an unknown country at night across fields where 
there are no tracks, by his own skill, asking no advice from anyone, giving no inkling of his plans, what choice do 
you have but to give yourself completely to his guidance? If you are convinced that he is a good guide, you must 
have faith in him and abandon yourself to his care (Jean-Pierre de Caussade).”  
 
If someone wants to be physically fit, they readily find a competent trainer who sets them on a rigorous schedule. 
Determined to reach their goals, they sacrifice personal pleasure and trust in his guidance. Why should it be any 
different with God? In order to remain true to the way Jesus places before us, we have to listen, learn, and be will-
ing to change. Falling in love with God and maintaining that relationship requires an investment of time, energy, 
and hard work. Putting personal preferences aside in pursuit of the Gospel and giving proper attention to our spir-
itual lives is challenging work. At first, “all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who are trained by it (Hebrews).” 
 
“What God does is essentially good. It does not need to be reformed or controlled…If you would live according to 
the Gospels, give yourself completely and simply to the action of God (Jean-Pierre de Caussade).” Submission to 
the holy will of God is not a submission to a set of pre-ordained set of circumstances. Rather, it is an abandonment 
and trust in God’s creative, life-giving, and salvific power. God brings light out of darkness and life out of death. 
Nurturing this bond of trust and seeking God in all things creates an intimate and particular relationship and bond 
between our Creator and us. When He comes, there will be no issue with us recognizing Him or Him recognizing us. 
We will have met before.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 ©LPi 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
Did you hear that?  No, I wasn’t listening!  
  
From scripture (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) “Those called to listen, are called to love with all their heart, soul, strength, 
and to take heart to the word of God.”  
  
We need to choose to be present, eliminate distractions such as cell phones and focus on the person speaking. 
Hearing is part of listening, where listening takes time and effort. Hearing is through only the ears, while listening 
is at a much deeper level of comprehension. When we open ourselves up to actively listening, we will be surprised 
how much we gain. What is better than an open and honest conversation with someone? Isn’t it is better to be 
interested – than interesting! Do you know of someone who is so eager to speak, that they have not heard a spoken 
word? As we listen and show empathy, we are able to see things through another’s eyes and gain insight into how 
they feel. If we are attentive and ask questions, it is amazing what we ourselves learn. 
  
St John Vianney knew the power of listening. He traveled the farmlands of France and listened to its people. He 
created trust and warmth by hearing their confessions. Through his priesthood, he embraced others, and let them 
know of their value and that God also recognized their worth. As he prayed, he listened for God to revile His plan for 
him.  He teaches us that listening can save lives. He reminds us that “each and every person has something to say.” 
and in silence we often get the response from our prayers. God is always listening to us - do we not need to listen 
to Him? 
  
May our loving God bless you! 
 Mary Jo 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

21th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 

 Opening song--------------Alleluia Sing to Jesus 
 

1. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the scepter, his the throne: Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone; 
Hark the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood; Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us 
by his blood. 

2. Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;  Alleluia he is near us, faith believes, nor questions 
how; though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were o’er, shall our hearts forget 
his promise, “I am with you evermore” 

 
Psalm Response      Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. 
 
Presentation Song------------Amazing Grace 
1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but now am found, 

was blind but now I see. 
2. Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved,  how precious did that grace ap-

pear, the hour I first believed. 
 

Communion Song--------------Taste and See 
Refrain Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 Oh, taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord 
 
1. I will bless the Lord at all times.  Praise shall always be on my lips; my soul shall glory in the Lord; for 

God has been so good to me.            Refrain   
2. Glorify the Lord with me.  Together let us all praise God’s name. I called the Lord, who answered me; 

from all my troubles I was set free     Refrain 
3. Worship the Lord, all you people.  You’ll want for nothing if you ask.  Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

in God we need put all our trust.     Refrain 
            

Sending Forth Song--------------Sent forth by God’s Blessing 
 
1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God from this dwelling take leave.  

God’s sacrifice ended, o now be extended the fruits of this Mass in all who believe, the seed of Christ’s 
teaching, our inner souls reaching shall blossom in action for God and for all.  God’s grace shall incite us, 
in love shall unite us to further God’s kingdom and answer the call  

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God who is living; the tasks of our everyday life we embrace our faith 
ever sharing, in love ever caring, we claim as our family all those of each race. One bread that has fed 
us, one light that has led us, unite us as one in the life that we share. Then may all the living with praise 
and thanksgiving give honor or Christ and his name that we bear. 
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Chancing the Narrow Gate 
 
From doctors to counselors, anthropologists to schoolteachers, it seems like everyone has their own parenting 
style to peddle, guaranteeing it will result in a happy and well-adjusted kid. 
 
You’ve got “gentle parenting,” predicated on respect for the child’s feelings and needs. You’ve got “attachment par-
enting,” based on the belief that kids need time to adjust to being outside of the womb. You’ve got “free-range par-
enting,” where self-sufficiency reigns supreme. 
 
But of all the parenting approaches I’ve come across, I’ve never encountered a philosophy that rejects discipline 
altogether. There are lots of conflicting opinions on how best to administer that discipline, but I’ve never heard any 
parent or parenting “expert” worth their salt say that a mother or father should completely ignore misbehavior that 
threatens the well-being of the child himself.  
 
Discipline is in our human DNA. Consider for a moment what the world would look like if it came to be filled with 
people who had never been taught to reflect on their life challenges. People who bristled at the suggestion of per-
sonal growth.  
 
And yet we become this way with God. Even the most “devout” among us shy away from occasions of divine con-
structive criticism. We avoid confession and forego daily examinations of conscience. We keep things superficial 
in our prayer life, avoiding depth of heart and real intimacy with God, afraid of what He will speak to us.  
 
But when we do this, we rob ourselves of an opportunity to rely on God’s fatherly strength, to rest in His mercy, to 
fill ourselves up with His goodness. We’re putting up our hands, saying: “No thanks, Father, I’m good. You can keep 
your discipline. You can keep your grace.” 
 
When we do this, we are making a beeline for the “narrow gate,” sure of our own strength and ability to pass 
through it. All I can say is this, proceed at your own peril. Are you so sure of yourself? 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     ©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

Discipline is necessary for us to focus our attention and develop and refine our skills. A disciplined       
person has integrity and can make difficult but necessary choices. Most people do not like discipline,    
especially children. When we have to rise above our impulses and desires and do something challenging, 
it can appear as a punishment. The struggles of living a good and effective Christian life, especially when 
we actively choose virtue over vice, are allowed by God and necessary for reaching spiritual maturity. 
God invites us to share in His Kingdom. Hearing and accepting that invitation requires an active,           
conscious decision on our part. Reforming our lives and changing how we do things does not come             
easily. But it is precisely what is necessary for us to enter through the narrow gate that leads to life.                     
Discipline is essential if we are going to discover our desire for union with our Creator and live in God’s 
house. In this way, we will not risk finding the door locked when we need it to be open. 
©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

REFLECTION 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Pantry needs: 
 

Small Paper Bags 
Large Paper bags 

 

Thank you so much for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of August 21, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30  
 

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5/Mt 23:13-22  
 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt 23:23-26  
 
Wednesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45-51  
 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 24:42-51  
 
Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13  
 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 25:14-30  
 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/ 
  Lk 14:1, 7-14  

THE WORD 

 
 
 

 
Saturday,  August 20 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

 Robert Misiak 

 Chris Mixen 

 

Sunday, August 21 

8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 Robert Novak 
     

11:00 am  Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

 Mary Elliott 

 

Wednesday, August 24 

9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday,  August 27 

4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 

 Agnes & Raymond Grimski 

 Frances Szpont 

 

Sunday, August 28 

8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
     

11:00 am  Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

 Beverly Zernick 

 Chris Mixen 

 Bob Stelman 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
The final prophecy in the Book of 
Isaiah speaks about the end times 
when God will gather “all nations 
and tongues” and all the world will 
finally see the full “glory” of God. 
Why do you think this event has 
been revealed to us?  
 
Second Reading:  
Our author of Hebrews speaks of 
the trials and tribulations of our 
lives as a “discipline” from God 
meant to teach and train us. Can 
you think of a lesson learned from 
some difficult situations in your 
life? 
 
Gospel:  
As Jesus continues on his journey 
to Jerusalem, he teaches the 
crowds about the urgency to ac-
cept his invitation for salvation. 
Why do you think so many people 
lack this sense of urgency for their 
own salvation?                           ©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Love goes beyond usefulness, convenience or duty; love 
generates wonder, it inspires creative, freely-given zeal.” 

 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (August 16, 2022) 

 
 
 

Cathy Gambrell 
Terry Lawrence 

Theresa Lawrence 
Barbara Pachnik 
Marilyn Parrish 

Earl Parrish 
Blanche Sobieralski 

Patricia Thiry 
Grace Witt 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

Fellow Parishioners! 
 

Join us  every Thursday at 
6:30  to pray the Rosary.   

 
We meet outside in the      

meditation garden.     
 

Please join us and                            
bring a chair for                              

your comfort as we pray! 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


