
MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We 
continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to 

transform our lives and believe in the Good 
News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
What virtue is the cornerstone of discipleship? Love. Jesus 
preached about it, lived it, and summarized his greatest 
commandment featuring it. Love is in our DNA. To follow Jesus, 
then, is to follow the path of love. While this may appear to be an 
attractive and easy option, it most assuredly is not. Authentic love 
always comes with sacrifice. It is the complete giving of oneself to 
another. The sacrificial character of love always requires that we 
leave something aside and pursue something else. This is at the 
heart of self-denial. Love asks us to make choices that are often 
difficult.  
 
There is a reason Jesus asks that the love of God come first. 
“Charity is the right attitude of mind which prefers nothing to the 
knowledge of God. If a man possesses any strong attachment to 
the things of this earth, he cannot possess true charity (St. 
Maximus the Confessor).” “If anyone comes to me without hating 
his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” A devoted disciple 
must be single-minded in her quest for God. She cannot allow 
anyone or anything to have more power over her soul than God. 
When any earthly attachments become more important than Love, 
we can get ourselves into trouble.  
 
The Gospel calls us to walk boldly into the darkness, confusion, 
and emptiness of the world clothed in the mantle of love. We are 
asked to walk with others on their journey, offering a supportive, 
healing, challenging, and faithful presence. Ours is not to judge. To 
walk this sacrificial journey means that I must put myself aside 
and focus on the needs of others. “A sacrifice to be real must cost, 
must hurt and must empty ourselves (St. Teresa of Calcutta).” 
Love helps us walk straight and focus to see things more clearly 
and help others to do so as well. Many folks struggle to find joy and 
meaning in life. People may simply need someone with the 
freedom to sit with them in their pain, so they don’t feel so alone.  
Through acts of kindness, gestures of acceptance, and words of 
compassion, burdens can be lightened. Believe in God’s love and 
seek it above all other things! 
 
©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

Christian Formation Families, 
 
Registration for St. Mark Christian Formation is now open. Registration information was mailed to all families who 
were enrolled last year.   
 
We are optimistic that we can meet fully in person this year. We will again meet on Sunday morning from                         
9:40 - 10:50 am and will be using Our Sunday Visitor’s, Alive in Christ books. 
 
In addition to our Sunday morning classes we will have monthly family activities.  We will meet on once a month on 
Wednesday evenings as families to learn and grow in faith. Each month we will have a different topic, presenter 
and activity.  
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or would like a registration packet mailed to you.   
 
We are looking forward to the year ahead, 
 
Amanda  Brewer 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org 

Hello Fellow Parishioners! 
 
It’s that time of year again!   
 
We will, once again, participate in the “SOCK IT TO US” outreach project! 
 
Our drive was so successful last year and Catholic Charities was extremely 
grateful for our donation!  New socks of all sizes, colors and patterns for 
men, women and children are needed.  Don’t we all love the feel of new 
socks?  It’s like a warm hug! 
 
This collection will run from September 11th thru October 31st.  There will be a bin in the gathering space to 
collect your donation.   
 
This project is NOT our annual Christmas outreach project.  This is an additional outreach project we can 
do as we “Unleash the Gospel” in our daily lives.  Our Christmas project will be presented to you within the 
next few weeks. 
 
Any help you can give us with this project will be greatly appreciated by all the recipients!!! 
 
Won’t you help us make a difference by “Socking It To Us”!!! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christian Service Team  
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Opening song--------------Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;  
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty, God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity 

      
Psalm Response      In every age O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
Presentation Song-----------As the Deer Longs 
 
1. As the deer longs for flowing streams, so longs my soul for you O God. My soul does thirst for the living 

God. When shall I come to see your face? 
2. My tears have fed me day and night, while some have said where is your God? But I recall as my soul 

pours dry the days of praise within your home. 
3. Why do I mourn and toil within when it is mine to hope in God? I shall again sing praise to him, he is my 

help, he is my God.  
 

Communion Song--------------On Eagle’s Wings 
 
Refrain And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,                                              
  make you shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of your hand. 

   
1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life, say to the Lord;                            

“My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”                                                            Refrain 
2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear,                                          

under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield.                                                Refrain   
                                                                                      

                      
Sending Forth Song--------------For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
Refrain Lord of all, to you we raise, this our gift of grateful praise. 
 
1. For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,                                                                                                     

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies.                   Refrain 
2. For the beauty of each hour oof the day and of the night                                                                                               

hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light.    Refrain 
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“Stand up straight and don’t slouch!” Many a child has heard these words bellowed from their mother’s 
lips. We need the perspective of others to help us understand when we are not walking as straight as we 
could be. God sends us the Holy Spirit to correct and guide us so that our paths through life can be 
straight. Without this assistance, how we see and understand ourselves and the world around us is in-
complete. We will also lack the virtue of fortitude. It takes courage to listen to the Holy Spirit and devote 
ourselves to the task of discipleship. We have to put aside things that the world says are necessary and 
follow a path placed before us by Jesus Christ. Jesus is asking us to follow him. We must consider what 
we have to do to be free enough to do so. God needs us to show the world a complete picture of what life 
is meant to be, correct its vision and tell it to stand up straight! 
©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
You either have “IT – or you don’t”!  The “IT, is CONFIDENCE”! 
  
“Be confident souls, our Lord Jesus and the Blessed Mother invite you to do this,” is attributed to Fr 
Thomas de Saint Laurent.  Confidence opens doors to different avenues of our lives. It provides us with 
opportunities to experience things that may be perceived as challenges. How many times are we hesitant 
to move forward or try something new?  These limitations holding us back can be overcome with our trust 
that God wants us to succeed. The following suggestions may help you to proceed with conviction. 
  
Believe confidence is found in God 
Identify your confidence killers 
Pray with honesty 
Obey God to build your confidence 
Develop your confidence daily 
  
It is  important that our confidence is not of false self.  We need to look inwardly and see who we are and 
know through an honest assessment we truly have this credence.  My daughter is an amazing woman! 
Yes, I am a proud mother! She has tremendous confidence and continually uses her talents to help others 
throughout the world. She uses her confidence to seek out people who will help her achieve some lofty 
goals through their time and talent. Tracy exudes cheerfulness, warmth, positivity, and optimism. She 
expects good things to happen, even in the face of many obstacles. One of St Philip Neri’s quotes is 
“cheerfulness strengthens the heart and helps us to persevere.” 
  
We all have confidence, however, some of us have to ask God for more help and dig a little deeper into our 
reservoir. “We honor God expecting great things from Him. Confidence is the virtue that gives Him the 
greatest honor.” St Claude de la Colombiere 
  
Have a blessed day! 
 
Mary Jo 

REFLECTION 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Pantry needs: 
 

Small Paper Bags 
Large Paper bags 

 

Thank you so much for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of September 4, 2022 
 

Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/ 
  Lk 14:25-33  
 

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12/Lk 6:6-11  
 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Lk 6:12-19  
 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17/Lk 6:20-26  
 
Thursday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23  
 
Friday:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 12/Lk 6:39-42  
 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18/Lk 6:43-49 
 
Next Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32  

THE WORD 

 
 
 

 
Saturday,  September 3 

4:00 pm     Imelda Donlon 

 Frances Szpont 

 Ron De Gallo 

 Karol & Angeline Lipinski 

 Donald Krysinski 

 Richard Lipinski 

 Irene Lipinski 

 

Sunday, September 4 

8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 Herbert Holcomb 
     

11:00 am  Greg Drozdowski 

 Chris Mixen 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 7 

9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 
 

Saturday,  September 10 

4:00 pm     Shelly Moncrief 

 Dennis Brown 

 Becky Brown 

 Karol & Angeline Lipinski 

 Donald Krysinski 

 Richard Lipinski 

 Irene Lipinski 

 

Sunday, September 11 

8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 Castel Family 
     

11:00 am  Posh Family 

 Chris Mixen 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
Our Jewish sage teaches us that 
the mystery of God can only be 
understood through wisdom      
provided by the “Holy Spirit.” When 
do you pray for the gift of wisdom?   
 
Second Reading:  
Paul urges his partner Philemon to 
see Onesimus no longer as a slave 
but as a “brother” now that     
Onesimus is a believer in Christ. 
When has your faith provoked an 
examination of conscience?   
 
Gospel:  
Jesus teaches the crowds that 
true discipleship demands one to 
“renounce all (your) possessions.” 
In other words, one’s ultimate 
concern should be solely the    
possession of the gift of salvation. 
Why do you think this is not        
self-evident to many? 
   
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“To renew our faith and our common mission, we are called to 
rediscover the core of the faith: our relationship with Jesus and 
the preaching of his Gospel to the whole world.  This is essential!” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (August 29, 2022) 

 
 
 

Cathy Gambrell 
Theresa Lawrence 
Barbara Pachnik 
Marilyn Parrish 

Earl Parrish 
Blanche Sobieralski 

Patricia Thiry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  

Traveling Relics 
We are incredibly blessed at St. Lawrence Parish in 
Utica to be hosting the world’s largest traveling        
display of relics. Fr. Carlos Martins, CC is a Vatican   
appointed relic expert who will give a presentation on 
Tuesday, September 27th at 6:30pm in the church. 
There will be ample time for veneration of the relics 
after his presentation.  

St. Lawrence Parish 
44633 Utica Rd. 
Utica, MI 48317 

September 27, 2022 
6:30 pm 


