
MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and 
believe in the Good News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

OCTOBER 9, 2022  

Ten lepers were cured. Only one returned to give thanks. When we fall victim to entitlement, we diminish 
our capacity to love. Never satisfied, we walk around with outstretched arms, eagerly searching for the 
next thing we want so that we can acquire it ourselves. Very rarely do entitled hands hold anything to 
freely give away to others. Entitled hands also find it challenging to reach toward heaven in a gesture of 
gratitude and praise. We are often more obsessed with celebrating our victories, securing our assets, 
safeguarding our futures, and stacking the deck of life in our favor rather than relishing and absorbing the 
gift of the moment and blessings received.  

 

Entitled people find it difficult to pray properly. When the subject of our prayer is mostly about our needs 
and wants, we are falling into the trap of deception. We foolishly try to convince God that our tiny worlds 
are of greater importance than His. In ancient times, people would offer sacrifices to “the gods” to secure 
protection and favors. Our God desires mercy, not sacrifice, because He is about love and justice, not 
simply meeting our agendas. Every breath is a gift. Prayer, which is a celebration of that gift, 
acknowledges the Giver. Prayer strengthens the bond between Giver and receiver, creating a deepening 
awareness that nothing I am or anything I have can exist apart from His Divine Will. It also reminds us that 
we have done nothing to merit the unconditional love and mercy God showers upon us. Prayer is not just 
about getting what I need but celebrating who I am. 

 

For St. Therese of Lisieux prayer is “a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward heaven, it is a 
cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy.” When our hearts “surge” toward God, we rush 
to the Source of our restoration and wholeness, knowing our longing for God’s Divine embrace.  Prayer is a 
response to God’s graciousness with an act of gratitude returned by us. In prayer, we gaze upon each 
other in that sacred space where I give myself to God as He is, and God gives Himself to me as I am. We 
cannot take another step without saying thank you. 

 

©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

Expressing gratitude is a sign of a loving heart. When we have received a gracious gesture, the                 
appreciation experienced forms a bond between the giver and receiver. This can only happen when 
abundance and kind gestures are seen as gifts and not something to which we are entitled. The power of 
gratitude is more profound when we realize all that we are and all we are given do not have a human 
source but are of God. Walking around believing that our glass is only half full leaves us always wanting 
more. We are never satisfied. We become nothing more than entitled pursuers of whatever we can get. 
Instead, the one who is eager to count their blessings and appreciate the wonder and beauty of the gift of 
life itself is at peace. Before they take another step or venture off on another journey, they bow in             
gratitude to the presence of God himself. They are most keenly aware that all would cease to be without 
God. 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 

Hello Fellow Parishioners! 
 
It’s that time of year again!   
 
We will, once again, participate in the “SOCK IT TO US” outreach project! 
 
Our drive was so successful last year and Catholic Charities was extremely 
grateful for our donation!  New socks of all sizes, colors and patterns for 
men, women and children are needed.  Don’t we all love the feel of new 
socks?  It’s like a warm hug! 
 
This collection will run thru October 31st.  There will be a bin in the gathering 
space to collect your donation.   
 
This project is NOT our annual Christmas outreach project.  This is an additional outreach project we can 
do as we “Unleash the Gospel” in our daily lives.  Our Christmas project will be presented to you within the 
next few weeks. 
 
Any help you can give us with this project will be greatly appreciated by all the recipients!!! 
 
Won’t you help us make a difference by “Socking It To Us”!!! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christian Service Team  
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Opening song--------------We Gather Together 
 

1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; He chastens and hastens his will to make known; the 
wicked oppressing now cease from distressing; sing praises to his name he forgets not his own. 

2. Beside us to guide us our God with us joining; whose kingdom calls all to the love which endures; so 
from the beginning the fight we were winning; you, Lord were at my side; all glory be yours! 

 
Psalm Response      The Lord Has Revealed to the Nations 
 
Presentation Song-----------We are Many Parts 

Refrain   We are many parts, we are all one body, and the gifts we have we are given to share. May the   
spirit of love make us one indeed, one the love that we share, one our hope in despair, one, the cross that 
we bear. 

 
1. God of all, we look to you. We would be your servants true, let us be your love to all the world.  
2. So my pain is pain for you, in your joy is my joy too, all is brought together in the Lord. 
3. All you seekers, great and small seek the greatest gift of all; if you love, then you will know the Lord. 

      
 

Communion Song-------------Shelter Me O God 
 

Refrain   Shelter me, O God, Hide me in the shadow of your wings. You alone are my hope. 

 

1. When my foes surround me set me high above their reach. Hear me when I call your name.   Refrain 
2. As a mother gathers her young beneath her care, Gather me into your arms.                                 Refrain 
 
 
Sending Forth Song--------------Blest Be the Lord 
 
Refrain Blest be the Lord; Blest be the Lord, the God of mercy, the God who saves. I shall not fear 

the dark of night nor the arrow that flies by day. 
 
1. He will release me from the nets of all my foes. He will protect me from their wicked hands.                             

Beneath the shadow of his wings I will rejoice to find a dwelling secure.                       Refrain 
2. I need not shrink before the terrors of the night nor stand alone before the light of day.                                       

No harm shall come to me, no arrow strike me down, no evil settle in my soul.             Refrain 
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The Zeal of the Convert 
 
When you work in the Church, professionally or on a volunteer basis, you become familiar with the phenomenon 
known as “the zeal of the recent convert.” 
 
Sometimes, it really seems that the newly baptized are just stronger Catholics than the cradle Catholics. They 
smile more at Mass. They are awestruck by the Eucharist. They come out of the confessional beaming. 
 
It’s not that they are naive. It’s not that they are in some honeymoon phase of religion, living outside of reality. It’s 
simply that they remember. They remember what it felt like before the Eucharist or before Confession. They recall 
before the sacraments and the oil and the grace and the relief. It was more recent for them than for some of us 
older Catholics — especially those of us who were baptized as infants.  
 
Let’s ask ourselves: Have we become too comfortable? Do we receive God’s grace with expectation instead of sur-
prise? Have we ceased to marvel and wonder at the goodness of God? If the answer is a resounding yes, don’t des-
pair. Look at the Gospel — a literal nine times out of ten, God goes un-thanked and un-noticed.  
 
So many of us have forgotten, or never understood, what it meant when the leprosy was washed from our souls. 
But when we remind ourselves, we become more keenly aware of the extraordinariness of the gift we have re-
ceived. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

REFLECTION 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
Have you ever bumped into or reconnected with someone you used to know, but has been absent from 
your life for a very long time? Memories can either be vivid or fade over time depending on                            
circumstances. When reconnecting with friends or family, we often remark “where did the time go?”       
Recently, I attended a funeral of someone I thought I used to know quite well, only to be somewhat        
surprised by who they had become over the last several years. Eulogies create thoughts of sharing,   
laughter, sadness, or the forfeiture of separated time, and as Fr. Stanley would say “create a mosaic of 
who this person is.” Many of the incredible attributes of this gentleman were reaffirmed, but then there 
were the time lapses of how uncertain his life had become. He was smart, funny, caring and kind, but 
then, he added unsettled, curmudgeonly, and absent. 
  
Life in its sometime tragic brevity shows how we are able to do great works of charity, through our         
actions of interest and listening. (Mother Seaton)  He did this! We all face each day with some kind of     
obstacle or trial. However, we must try to be the best version of ourselves. When life gets particularly 
difficult, it important not to forfeit our best traits. As we walk our faith journey, the Holy Spirit inspires us 
to chisel away our vices and cooperate with God’s grace and grow in virtue. 
  
In the end, God’s loving kindness, wipes away our weakness and supports who we truly are. 
  
May our loving God bless you! 
  
Mary Jo 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Pantry needs: 
 

Small paper grocery bags 
Large paper grocery bags 

 

Thank you so much for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of October 9, 2022 
 

Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19  
 

Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a, 6-7/Lk 11:29-32  
 
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48/Lk 11:37-41  
 

Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 11:42-46  
 

Thursday: Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Lk 11:47-54  
 

Friday:  Eph 1:11-14/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13/Lk 12:1-7  
 

Saturday: Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 12:8-12  
 

Next Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8  

THE WORD 

 
 

 
 
Saturday,  October 8 
4:00 pm     Jim Wawrzyniak 
 Tony & Jenny Benicek 
 Diane Bockelman 
 Frances Szpont 
 

Sunday, October 9 
8:30 am     Leopold Veigl 
 Stephane Fulgham 
 Jackie Loch 
     

11:00 am  Tom Taylor 
 Karol Lipinski 
 Angeline Lipinski 
 Richard Lipinski 
 Irene Lipinski 
 Donald Krysinski 
 Jennifer Miller 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
 Thomas Nicholson 

 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday, October 12 
9:30 am     Tom Taylor 
 

Saturday,  October 15 
4:00 pm     Sophia Misiak 
 Leo Misiak 
 Concordia Café 
 Chito Café 
 Harold Wiard 
 Frances Szpont 
 

Sunday, October 16 
8:30 am     Madeline Bross 
 Dennis Gut 
 Jackie Loch 
     

11:00 am  Vivian Washington m 
 Karol Lipinski 
 Angeline Lipinski 
 Richard Lipinski 
 Irene Lipinski 
 Donald Krysinski 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
In the healing of Naaman from   
leprosy, we hear how Naaman be  
came a believer in the one God of 
Israel. How have you experienced 
God’s presence in your life? 
 
Second Reading:  
Paul teaches Timothy the            
importance of perseverance and 
commitment to one’s faith in 
Christ. When have you decided to 
remain faithful, even when it was 
hard?  
 
Gospel:  
Jesus seems disappointed that of 
the ten lepers he healed, only one 
of them, a foreigner (the              
Samaritan), thanked him. How can 
you show gratitude to God today? 
During the week? 
   
©LPi 
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Join us every Thursday at                   
6:30 pm to pray the Rosary.   

 
We meet outside in the                     

meditation garden.     
 

Please join us and                            
bring a chair for                              

your comfort as we pray! 

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“#SaintFrancis of Assisi, who saw himself as brother to the sun, the 

sea and the wind, sowed seeds of peace everywhere, and walked 
alongside the poor, the abandoned, the infirm, the outcast, the least.  

Let us follow his example! #FratellitTutti #SeasonsofCreation” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (October 4, 2022) 

 
 

Joan Edem 
Cathy Gambrell 

Kira Lathem 
Terry Lawrence 

Richard Matyniak 
Denise Parrish 
Marilyn Parrish 

Earl Parrish 
Blanche Sobieralski 

Grace Witt 

 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


