
MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and 
believe in the Good News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

OCTOBER 16, 2022  

 
Brendan wouldn’t stop. He continued nagging his mom to let him have a little more time with his phone.  
He knew the rules but wanted to finish a game and text a few more friends. He begged, had a temper 
tantrum, pleaded, screamed, pouted, and used every means he could think of to get Mom to change her 
mind. Mom had a busy day and was tired. At first, she held her ground. Then, her son’s persistence got the 
best of her, and she caved. “Brendan, you can have 30 more minutes and no more!” she retorted.  
Brendan’s determination paid off. He won. 
 
Is this how it works with God too? If we want something enough and feel it is our due, does our 
persistence allow us to eventually get our way? Judging God by human standards, it would seem so. But is 
this the way God works? It gets a bit confusing when Jesus tells his disciples to “pray always without 
becoming weary” and then further tells them how God will “secure the rights of his chosen ones who call 
out to him day and night.” If we catch God at the right time, when he’s having a weak moment, then our 
tenacity ought to pay off. What we want, we will get. Really? Sadly, the way many approach prayer 
suggests that this is precisely how it goes.  
 
Good parents set boundaries and offer proper discipline. They learn the art of being steadfast when 
presented with determined minds and wills. They know what is best and, at times, have to say “no.”  God is 
always there with His full attention and unconditional love showering itself upon us. God also knows what 
is best. And, as with any good parent, the one constant that is always available and never withheld is love. 
We can be as persistent and determined as we want if what we are seeking is God’s love. We are never a 
bother and requests for God’s love are never denied. This is the prayer of the heart. Desiring God alone and 
not only what we want God to do for us places this love relationship foremost in our minds, hearts, and 
souls. God is never bothered by this prayer. As we breathe in and exhale out, the Divine Life freely flows. 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 
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PARISH NEWS 

Sparking Holiness 
 
As the seasons change, a lot of us like to clean out our homes and unload some of the junk we’ve                   
acquired over the summer. One trendy approach to decluttering is the Marie Kondo method, named after 
the author who popularized it. Overly simplified, it’s a process that compels you to go through your             
closets, your garage, your basement — all the places you collect the dreaded “stuff.” As you do so, you 
hold up the items and ask yourself: “Does it spark joy?” 
 
It’s a question that is bold in its simplicity. In answering, you’re supposed to go with your gut. If it’s a quick 
“Yes, it sparks joy,” the item should be kept. If the answer is no, it gets tossed.  
 
There are people in life who will support our efforts to do God’s will. There are those who will, as Paul 
says, “convince, reprimand, (and) encourage,” unafraid of the reaction we give them. There are those who 
will shore up our defenses when the battle goes longer than we thought.  
 
The same goes for hobbies and pastimes. There are those that will ennoble our minds and bring us closer 
to God. And there are also those that will drain our funds and our free time, with nothing to show for it.  
 
During these autumn months, don’t just declutter your basement in preparation for the hauling out of the 
Christmas ornaments. Take stock of the people and pursuits that make up your life. With each one, ask 
yourself: “Does it spark holiness?” 
 
If the answer is yes, thank God that our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. If the answer 
is no, maybe it’s time to declutter. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

 
We are, once again, participating in the “SOCK IT TO US” outreach project! 
 
New socks of all sizes, colors and patterns for men, women and children are needed.  Don’t we all love the 
feel of new socks?  It’s like a warm hug! 
 
This collection will run thru October 31st.  There will be a bin in the gathering space to collect your            
donation.   
 
 
Any help you can give us with this project will be 
greatly appreciated by all the recipients!!! 
 
Won’t you help us make a difference by “Socking It To 
Us”!!! 
 
Thank you, 
Christian Service Team  
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Opening song--------------Glory and Praise to Our God 

 
Refrain       Glory and praise to our God who alone gives light to our days.  Many are the blessings he bears  
          to those who trust in his ways. 

 
1. We, the daughters and sons of him who built the valleys and plains, praise the wonders our God has 

done in every heart that sings.                                                   Refrain 
2. In his wisdom he strengthens us, like gold that’s tested in fire.  Though the power of sin prevails, our 

God is there to save.                                                                                     Refrain 
 

Psalm Response   Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
 
Presentation Song-----------Your Words are Spirit and Life 
 
Refrain   Your words are spirit and life, O, Lord: richer than gold, stronger than death. Your words are spirit                        
      and life, O Lord; life everlasting.              

 
1. God’s law is perfect refreshing the soul, reviving the weary spirit.  God’s rule can be trusted; bringing 

us wisdom, bringing God’s wisdom to birth.                                                   Refrain   
2. God’s precepts keep us, their purpose is right. They gladden the hearts of people.  God’s command is 

so clear it brings us new vision; bringing God’s light to our eyes                   Refrain  
 

Communion Song------------Center of My Life 
 
Refrain   O Lord, you are the center of my life; I will always praise you, I will always serve you, I will always    
       keep you in my sight. 
 
1. Keep me safe, O God I take refuge in you. I say to the Lord ,” You are my God. My happiness lies in you 

alone; my happiness lies in you alone.”                                                                                   Refrain 
2. I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at night directs my heart. I keep the Lord ever in 

my sight; since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.                                                Refrain  
 
 

Sending Forth Song--------------Now Thank We All Our God 
 
1. Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices, who wondrous things hath done, in whom 

his world rejoices; who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way with countless gifts of 
Love, and still is ours to today. 

2. O may we all our God, through all our life be near us! With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer 
us; preserve us in his grace and guide us in distress, and free us from all sin, till heaven we possess. 
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Does God finally answer our persistent prayers to stop us 
from bothering Him? The thought that persistent prayer 
can be disturbing or upsetting to God does not ring true 
with the images of God as compassionate,                                   
understanding, merciful, and loving that our tradition 
conveys. Yet, Jesus tells his disciples to “pray always 
without becoming weary.” Maybe the type of prayer     
necessary to endure the trials of discipleship and the 
challenges and criticisms of Christian teaching goes    
beyond words. We need to tend to the realities of human 
life. The persistent prayer of which Jesus speaks is the 
prayer of the heart. This contemplative, silent, loving 
prayer gives us the vision to see God in all things,            
especially in each human soul. Desiring God alone and 
not only what we want God to do for us places this love 
relationship foremost in our minds, hearts, and souls. As 
we breathe in and exhale out, the Divine Life flows. This 
alone can provide the strength of endurance to confront 
anything contrary to the truth of faith. 
 
©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

REFLECTION 
Dear Parish Family, 
  
What is truth? This is a question asked by many of us, regarding several different situations. How would you answer 
this question? The dictionary says that “truth is conformity to fact or reality: exact accordance with that which is, 
or has been, or shall be,”  In 1879 an American Indian named Joseph stated “It does not require many words to speak 
the truth.” He emphasized this, in hopes others would see another point of view. Isn’t this a true statement? In order 
to build strong relationships, we need to speak from the heart with honesty. 
  
Today’s world seems to have many versions of truth on a myriad of subjects. People have come to believe in “truths” 
simply because they have heard things repeated over and over. Have we come to a place in our lives that we need 
to fact check almost everything? Perhaps so! Our media has become so slanted in favor of ratings and not in favor 
of what is factual. Do you take time to discern fact from fiction? If not – we should! 
  
In the Gospel of John, Pilate says to our Lord, “So you are a King” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a 
king.  For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of 
the truth hears My voice.” (John 18:37) Jesus life reveals truth to us through the scriptures. 
  
At times speaking the truth can be a great challenge, and yet it is a fine example of “the truth shall set us 
free.” (John 8:32). 
  
Mary Jo 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 

Thank you so much for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of October 16, 2022 
 

Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8  
 

Monday: Eph 2:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5/Lk 12:13-21  
 
Tuesday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Lk 10:1-9  
 

Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Lk 12:39-48  
 

Thursday: Eph 3:14-21/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19/Lk 12:49-53  
 

Friday:  Eph 4:1-6/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 12:54-59  
 

Saturday: Eph 4:7-16/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Lk 13:1-9  
 

Next Sunday: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3, 17-19, 23/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/ 
  Lk 18:9-14  

THE WORD 

 
 

 
 
Saturday,  October 15 
4:00 pm     Sophia Misiak 
 Leo Misiak 
 Concordia Café 
 Chito Café 
 Harold Wiard 
 Frances Szpont 
 

Sunday, October 16 
8:30 am     Madeline Bross 
 Dennis Gut 
 Jackie Loch 
 Beatriz Gutierrez 
     

11:00 am  Vivian Washington 
 Karol Lipinski 
 Angeline Lipinski 
 Richard Lipinski 
 Irene Lipinski 
 Donald Krysinski 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
 Elliott Family 
 Tom Taylor 

 
 
Wednesday, October 19 
9:30 am     Bernadine Corbeill 
 

Saturday,  October 22 
4:00 pm     Agnes & Raymond  
   Grimski 
 Katie Campbell 
 Frances Szpont 
 Lynn Duff 
 

Sunday, October 23 
8:30 am     Kristin Rigsky 
 Jackie Loch 
     

11:00 am  Dennis M. Cavanaugh 
 Angeline Lipinski 
 Irene Lipinski 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
 John Nicholson 
 Karol Lipinski 
 Richard Lipinski 
 Donald Krysinski 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
Moses had to depend upon his 
brother Aaron and his associate, 
Hur, to help defeat the Amalekites 
in battle. Who among your friends 
or family helps you to grow in your 
faith? 
 
Second Reading:  
Paul teaches Timothy that sacred 
Scripture is a tool for teaching, 
correction, and training. Do you 
have a favorite passage or story 
from Scripture? 
 
Gospel:  
Jesus uses the parable of the per-
sistent widow to teach the disci-
ples about the importance of dili-
gence in prayer. What does prayer 
look like for you? 
   
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Let us #PrayTogether that the Lord might shake us from an 

individualism that excludes others, to awaken deaf hearts to the needs 
of their neighbor.  Let us overcome fear, the indifference that kills, the 

cynical disregard that condemns to death those on the fringes!” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (October 10, 2022) 

 
Joan Edem 

Cathy Gambrell 
Beatriz Gutierrez 

Toni Kryszak 
Kira Lathem 

Terry Lawrence 
Richard Matyniak 

Denise Parrish 
Marilyn Parrish 

Earl Parrish 
Blanche Sobieralski 

Grace Witt 

 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

 

Join us every Thursday at    
                6:30 pm to pray the 

Rosary.   
 

We meet outside in the                     
meditation garden.     

 
Please join us and                            

bring a chair for                              
your comfort as we pray! 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


