
NOVEMBER 27, 2022  

Dear Parishioners and Friends: 
The holy and joyful Season of Advent inaugurates the entire Liturgical Year. 
There is evidence from the mid-fourth century of the dedication of a period 
of time for preparation before the Christmas-Epiphany celebration. Length 
and emphasis varied in different areas of the Christian world. In Gaul (which 
includes present day France) there was a longer-penitential season 
emphasizing Jesus’ glorious advent/arrival at the end of time as the Lord of 
history and judge of the universe. In Rome the season evolved to a four-
week preparation with the emphasis on the joyful celebration of Jesus’ 
Incarnation. 
 
Roman practice from the twelfth century, codified by the Council of Trent 
and enriched by the liturgical teaching of Vatican II, combines these two 
essential emphases. The General Norms for the Liturgical Year, issued by 
the Holy See in 1969, offer this description of the season: “Advent has a 
twofold character: as a season to prepare us for Christmas when Christ’s 
first coming to us is remembered; and as a season when that remembrance 
directs the mind and heart to await Christ’s Second Coming at the end of 
time. Advent is thus a period for devout and joyful expectation.” The new 
addition of the Roman Missal repeats this description. The First Sunday of 
Advent is clearly centered on the Lord’s Second Coming, and the Preface 
used until December 16 emphasizes this theme. From December 17, there is 
a notable transition in emphasis as the first readings proclaim the 
Messianic prophecies, and the Gospels present the events immediately 
preceding the birth of Jesus (cf. Our Sunday Visitor’s Catholic 
Encyclopedia). 
 
Advent is rich with various liturgical celebrations and ethnic traditions. The 
Advent Wreath, for instance, with the symbolic “no beginning and no end” 
lifts our minds to eternity as we joyfully await the coming of Jesus, the 
Light of the world. This holy season exhorts us to focus all our thoughts, 
hopes and desires on deepening our relationship with Jesus Christ, and 
opening our hearts and minds to the needs of others. As we engage our 
entire being in the spiritual dimension of Advent, we will understand more 
clearly that the birth of Jesus began our redemption and His return in glory 
will bring it to completion. Our whole life should be an “advent” – a hopeful, 
joyful and vigilant expectation of the coming of the Messiah who will bring 
an abundance of blessing to the entire human family. Our Lord Jesus is kind 
and merciful; His justice, love and redeeming grace endure forever. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
Fr. Stanley 

Advent Spiritual Journey 

“Let us go rejoicing to the 
house of the Lord” (Psalm 122) 

 

Holy Mass every Wednesday 
at 9:30 am and 7 pm 

Individual Confessions every     
Saturday at 3 pm 

A Saint and his Fiddle                                      
Musical inspired by                         

Blessed Solanus                                       
Sunday, Dec. 4, 4 pm 

The Immaculate Conception,              
December 8, Holy Mass at 

9:30 am and 7 pm 

 

“You must be prepared. The 
Son of Man is coming at the 

time you least                                    
expect” (Matthew 24:44) 
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Live the Liturgy - Whether it is the surgeon  performing an operation or the   pilot directing a flight, one expects 
them to be alert. When we entrust our lives to someone, we presume that they will attend to them with the utmost 
care and vigilance. If we have this expectation of others, why would we not have it of ourselves? Our lives are              
precious vessels on an eternal journey. We can only stay afloat and on the course because of God’s love and mercy. 
It is easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired.  Apathy can wreak havoc on the most dedicated of souls. 
God’s word transforms all that it touches, even a lukewarm heart. Let us seek God’s grace this Advent season so that 
we can walk more fully in His light. Then, finding ourselves more attentive, focused, alert, and watchful, we will be 
eager and well prepared to meet our Lord when He comes. Why would we not want to be ready, awake, and watchful 
for the One we have waited for so long?        ©LPi 

PARISH NOTES 
Dear Parish Family, 
  
The most wonderful time of the year!  We all know the 
holidays can be stressful! At times even                             
overwhelming. This is the time to acknowledge our 
limits, that we are not alone—and can and should ask 
for help. We tend to put undue pressure on ourselves 
creating too many expectations and obligations.  This 
means you – Mary Jo!  We need to take time to reflect 
on this glorious season of Advent. This is a time of 
spiritual preparation for the birth of our Lord. Yes, we 
need to see the beauty and smell of the                              
evergreens, the flicker of candles, hear the                  
carols,  but above all relish the gift of family and 
friends sharing these precious moments. “In the end… 
everything else will turn out to be unimportant and  
unessential except for this; Father, Child, and Love.” 
St John Paul II 
  
Advent is sometimes referred to as “Little Lent.” It 
takes place the four Sundays before  Christmas, and 
the beginning of the new liturgical year.  The               
prominent theme of Advent is a “Season Of Hope.” This 
is from belief in the coming of the Messiah, and Christ 
being the light of the world. This is a time of spiritual 
readiness for the birth of our Lord, and holds a special 
solemnity. St Theresa said “We desire to be able to 
welcome Jesus at Christmas time, not in a cold ma ger 
of our heart, but in a heart full of love so pure, so I 
maculate, so warm with love for one another.” 
  
Let us pray: 
Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparation for         
Christmas.  We who have so much to do, seek quiet 
spaces to hear your voice each day. We who are      
anxious over things, look forward to your coming 
among us. This we ask in your name.     Amen. 
  
Mary Jo 

This and That 
 
THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 
The Image of God Crisis Pregnancy Center of Detroit will 
be the recipient of your donations to mothers and             
babies.  There are four places who provide care for these 
women, but we have designated St Monica who have a 
very active  program.  
  
What is more touching than helping children particularly at 
Christmas time. Their “BABY BOUTIQUE” provides an       
opportunity for mothers to choose items they are in need 
of, as well as a little something for a sibling. 
  
Please choose a ornament tag or two from the Giving Tree. 
We will have this collection beginning on                                    
November 19th and wrapping up on December 11th. 
  
I CAN SHARE THE HARVEST 
 
Thank you to everyone for making this a big success for 
our pantry! 
   
BLUE BOOKS and OPLATKI  FOR ADVENT 
 
Blue books will be for sale for $1.00. Oplatki (Polish              
Christmas Wafers) will be available for $3.00.  Please               
purchase these along with candles to remember your 
loved ones, prior to each weekend Mass. 
  
FAMILIES FOR LIGHTING ADVENT CANDLES 
 
 The beautiful tradition of lighting the candles of the       
Advent Wreath is here! What a wonderful way to             
demonstrate the meaning and symbolism of this special 
time of our liturgical year. Children themselves, are the 
light of sharing this experience.  Please call the Parish 
Office or see Mary Jo after Mass, if your family are willing 
to be designated for a particular Mass. 
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PARISH EVENTS 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 

Thank you for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of November 27, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44  
 

Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11  
 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24  
 

Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-22  
 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27  
 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31  
 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  
 

Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
Saturday,  November 26 
4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 
 George & Lillian Sagin 

 Tony & Jenny Benick 

 Anna & Joseph Bittner 
 Frances Szpont 

 Kevin Cranin 
 

Sunday, November 27 
8:30 am     Dave Kleiner 

 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
     

11:00 am  Bill Jodway 
 Henry & Mary Naguszewski 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 

Wednesday, December 3 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

7:00 pm     The People of St. Mark 
 

Saturday,  December 3 
4:00 pm     Imelda Donlon 

 
Sunday, December 4 
8:30 am     Vince Roodbeen 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

     
11:00 am  Aloysius Schwartz 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
First Reading:  
The prophet Isaiah foresaw a time 
when all nations would unite in 
peace over their common belief 
and worship of Israel’s God. What 
do you think a world totally at 
peace looks like?  
 
Second Reading:  
Paul taught the believers in Rome 
that salvation and the end of time 
were closely connected. Thus, he 
encouraged avoiding immoral   
behavior such as drunkenness, 
promiscuity, envy, or jealousy. 
What motivates you to live a moral 
life?  
 
Gospel:  
Jesus taught his disciples that no 
one knows when the Son of Man 
will return to earth, so “be           
prepared” at all times. As we begin 
the season of Advent, how might 
you be better prepared for         
welcoming Jesus into your life?   
©LPi 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Entrance Song - Come thou Long Expected Jesus 

1. Come, thou Long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free! From our fears and sins release us, let 
us find our rest in thee. 

2. Israel's strength consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every 
longing heart. 

Psalm - Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord 

Presentation Song - Creator of the Stars of Night 

1. Creator of the stars of night, your people's everlasting light, O Christ Redeemer of us all, We pray you 
hear us when we call. 

2. In sorrow that the ancient curse should doom to death a universe, you came O Savior to set free your 
own in glorious liberty. 

3. When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in splendor bright, not as a monarch but 
the child of Mary, blameless mother mild. 

Communion Song - Taste and See 

Refrain Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord. O taste and see, taste and see the good-
ness of the Lord, of the Lord. 

1. I will bless the Lord at all times. Praise shall always be on my lips; my soul shall glory in the Lord for God 
has been so good to me.       Refrain 

2. Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us all praise God's name. I called the Lord who answered me; 
from all my troubles I was set free.     Refrain 

3. Worship the Lord, all you people. You'll want for nothing if you ask. Taste and see that the Lord is 
good; in God we need put all our trust.     Refrain 

Sending Forth Song - Wake ,O Wake and Sleep No Longer 

1. Wake, O Wake and sleep no longer, for he who calls you is no stranger; Awake, God's Jerusalem! Hear 
the midnight bells are chiming the signal for his royal coming; let voice to voice announce his name! 
We feel his footsteps near, the bridegroom at the door alleluia! The lamps will shine with light divine as 
Christ the savior comes to reign. 

2. Zion hears the sound of singing; our hearts are thrilled with sudden longing; She stirs, and wakes and 
stands prepared. Christ, her friend, and lord and lover, her star and sun and strong redeemer at last his 
mighty voice is heard. The son of God has come to make with us his home Sing Hosanna! The fight is 
won the feast begun we fix our eyes on Christ alone. 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

 
 
 

Cathy Gambrell 
Karen Lesnow 
Darlene Muir 
Denise Parrish 
Marilyn Parrish 

Blanche Sobieralski 
Grace Witt 

Lori 

 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Dear Parish Family, 
 
We are coming close to the end of 
another year. There’s no denying 
that this has been a difficult year 
for many. Yet, we all remain   
steadfast members of our church   
family of St. Mark. As the                
Christmas season approaches, we 
find it’s a good time to call to mind 
our blessings. 
 
For our Christmas outreach              
project this year we will be           
collecting items for the Image of 
God Crisis Pregnancy Center of 
Detroit.  
 
The Center is in need of items for 
baby and mom, and during this 
Christmas season, toys for siblings 
would be appreciated. There will 
be Christmas ornament tags on the          
giving tree in the gathering space 
to choose from. Envelopes will also 
be available for monetary and gift 
card gifts. Our outreach will run 
from November 19th thru              
December 11th. 
 
As always, St. Mark is so generous 
in our giving. As Father Stanley             
always says, “we are small, but oh 
so generous”! We thank you in              
advance for considering this              
outreach in your Christmas giving. 
Prayer is always needed and             
welcomed for this Center and the 
work they do. 
 
May the Lord continue to bless you 
during this Christmas season and 
always for all you do on behalf of 
St. Mark Parish! 
 
Sincerely, 
Parish Outreach Team 

St. Faustina Parish 
Join us for an Advent Tea  

December 7th  
11:30 am—2:30 pm 

with a presentation on Preparing our Hearts: Encounter the Love of  
God Through an Advent Meditation  

with guest speaker—Maria Sinishtaj.   
Bring your favorite teacup.  Tea sandwiches and homemade cookies 

are among the menu items.  
 If you would like to host a table, please let us know.  Bring your                     

favorite tea pot and serve the guests at your table.   
Tickets will be $15 and will be available November 15th until                         

December 1st.  Get your tickets early for an afternoon of socializing 
and an inspirational talk to prepare us for the Birth of Jesus. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


