
DECEMBER 18, 2022  

4th Sunday of Advent 
 
An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado rips through several 
neighborhoods, a bomb claims a maternity hospital and a sudden 
heart attack takes the life of a soul mate. Life is unpredictable and 
dramatic. Many buy into the sad illusion that the securities and 
familiarities we see around us today will remain forever: our homes, 
our friends, our spouses, our churches, and even our health. We are 
stunned and shaken by a sudden change, finding ourselves 
bewildered, mortified, and even embittered. We do not like change, 
especially change driven by sources beyond our control. Are there 
any guarantees in life? We often live as if our lives come with lifetime 
warranties. When they break, they can be fixed or replaced. Such is 
not the case. Many things are irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. 
During life’s inevitable chaos, God says: “Do not be afraid.” Seriously? 
How can one not be afraid when things are falling apart? 
 
Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic, and somewhat 
unhealthy, to strive to live without any fear. Fear teaches us lessons 
and can be a catalyst to discovering more profound things. What we 
do with fear and how we understand it is critical. Fear can either 
cripple us or move us forward. God does not want fear to cripple us. If 
we look around at all that can change in our lives and consider what 
we might have to do, we can easily wallow in the mire of self-misery. 
Or we can step up to the challenge, as Mary did, and do what needs 
doing! We can stand tall, as did Joseph, and do the right and just 
thing!  What gives us this courage? Faith.  
 
God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent preparations. We need 
to be reminded that we are not in this alone. God not only made us 
and loves us, but God keeps us! In the person of Jesus Christ, God is 
the sign we need to persevere! Do not be afraid and do not be 
unbelieving! Hold fast to what God has done in giving us His only 
begotten Son. We do not have to anxiously attempt to control life’s 
unpredictability. God has blessed us with the birth of His Son. Trust 
that He is with us and will not abandon us, even in death.      
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Advent and Christmas 
Spiritual Journey 

“Let us go rejoicing to the house of 
the Lord” (Psalm 122) 

 

Holy Mass every Wednesday  at 
9:30 am and 7 pm 

 

Individual Confessions every             
Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Dec. 24, Christmas Vigil 

Mass at 4 pm and 9 pm 

 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day 

Mass at 11 am 

 

Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve 

Mass at 4 pm 

 

Jan. 1, New Year’s Day 

Mass at 11 am 

 

Jan. 7/8, Epiphany of the Lord 

Mass at 4 pm, 8:30 am and 11 am 

 

“You must be prepared. The Son of 
Man is coming at the time you least 

expect” (Matthew 24:44) 
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PARISH NOTES 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
Not to long ago, there was a lady who was simply wiped out – tired, and exhausted.  Prayer is a very important part 
of her day.  Although there are the frequent prayers throughout the day, of “thank you God or please give me the       
patience,” that quiet restful time before bed is when she gets to, in depth prayer with God. On this particular night, 
thoughts didn’t seem to have any cohesive prayer. Then she remembered – just ask!  God knows what is in your 
heart and mind. Tell Him how you feel (although He already knows), and He will give you rest. It works!! After a 
peaceful night of sleep, the world was a brighter place, and all was well! 
  
We know from Mathew “the Lord is at hand, do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and      
supplication with Thanksgiving, let your requests be known.” And Mark reiterates “Therefore, I tell you, whatever 
you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 
  
As we pray the intercessions each time we attend Mass, we pray on behalf of others. Our faith in God ‘s presence is 
what gives us the vision that He will fulfill our prayer. What about when our prayer seemingly is not answered?  We 
are told God answers, but perhaps not in the way we hoped. “Father Knows Best” was a television show of                    
yesteryear, where father seem to have most of the answers. Our heavenly Father definitely knows best!  In Mathew 
7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you, seek and you will find. Knock and it will be opened for you.” Remembering this is 
the way to trust that He serves us in the perfect way. 
  
On the Third Sunday of Advent, we have had the emphasis on the joyous anticipation of the Lord’s coming. Channel 
your child like anticipation of what the birth of our Lord means to the world and begin this week by asking God to fill 
our hearts with peace and gladness. 
  
Mary Jo 

St. Peter Canisius | Feast Day December 21 
 
Born in Holland, St. Peter Canisius (May 8, 1521 – December 21, 1597) was a 
preacher, teacher, and writer throughout his whole life. At the age of 19, 
he received a master’s degree from the university at Cologne. Soon              
afterwards,  
 
St. Peter met Peter Faber, the first disciple of Ignatius of Loyola, who            
influenced him so much that he eventually joined the Society of Jesus. 
 
St. Peter Canisius founded colleges and seminaries, served as a                              
missionary, cared for the sick or imprisoned, and wrote close to eight            
volumes of letters — many about St. Cyril of Alexandria and St. Leo the 
Great.  
 
A man blessed with many talents, St. Peter Canisius is a wonderful                       
example of a man who developed his talents to further God’s work here on 
earth.   
 

©LPi 
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REFLECTION 

St. Joseph the Steward  
 
St. Joseph is one of the greatest examples of stewardship we have in the Gospels. Here is a man who understands 
care and reverence for the property of God, a man chosen to be steward over the very life and breath of God’s Son 
and Spouse.  
 
Joseph was mindful. He recognized what belonged to God. When he understood that Mary was to be the mother of 
God, he was not jealous or bitter. He did not presume to claim ownership over her. 
 
Joseph was prayerful. He accepted the opportunity to be in relationship with God, even if it was in a radical and un-
expected way. How many of us would trust a crazy dream we have where an angel tells us our fiancée is carrying 
the Son of God? Well, those of us who are already profoundly connected to God through prayer. Joseph was open to 
receiving God, and so he was open to the truth in a way many of us would not have been.  
 
Joseph was gracious. Even before he had full understanding of the situation, he was unwilling to expose Mary to 
shame. He did not give himself over to feelings of betrayal.  
 
Joseph was committed. He persevered. The Lord had no shortage of strange and even dangerous-sounding tasks 
for Joseph, but he submitted to each one.  
 
Joseph was accountable. When he awoke from his dream, “he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, 
and took his wife into his home.” 
 
Joseph was a man entrusted with many gifts, and he gave of them wisely. Let us pray that we have the grace to fol-
low in his example. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     ©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

“God is with us.” This is the one constant in the                           
unpredictability of life. The particulars of our lives can 
change, not only instantly but dramatically. People             
experiencing a time of peace can easily find themselves 
at war. Times of prosperity can rapidly become times of 
want. Our vision for the future can be destroyed, and our 
securities placed in jeopardy. These final days of Advent 
allow us to make final preparations. The true safety and 
security we seek can only come from God. The rest,           
harmony, and peacefulness we desire are found in God 
alone. How do we know this to be true? God Himself gave 
us a sign: Emmanuel, God with us. Do not be afraid, and 
do not be unbelieving. Hold fast to what God has done in 
giving us His only begotten Son. We do not have to             
anxiously attempt to control life’s unpredictability. All we 
need to do is make sure that our hearts are in the proper 
place and seeking the right things!                                                                                                                                                                                                  
©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 

Thank you for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of December 18, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 /Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24  
 

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  
 
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38  
 

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 
 

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56  
 

Friday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66  
 

Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79  
 

Next Sunday: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18  

THE WORD 

 
 

 
 
Saturday,  December 17 
4:00 pm     Rose Kovaleck 
 Agnes & Raymond Grimski 
 Robert Brewer 
 Jane Farrugia 
 Sarah Sobeck 
 Frances Szpont 
 
Sunday, December 18 
8:30 am     Jenny Reid 
     
11:00 am  Keri Price 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 
7:00 pm     The People of St. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Saturday,  December 24 
4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 
 Henry Gambrell 
 Robert Twardecki 
 Thomas & Irene Twardecki 
 Nettie Szczepankowski 
 Frances Szpont 
 Wally Sikora 
 Patricia Sikora 
 Barbara Wojcik 
9:00 pm    Tom Taylor 
 Karen Taylor 
 John & Nancy Peterson 
 Edward Cherney 
 Chris Mixen 
 Greg & Mary Elliott 
 
Sunday, December 25 
11:00 am  Chris Mixen 
 Michael Kusza 
 Elliott Family 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
Isiah prophecies to King Ahaz of 
Judah the coming birth of          
Emmanuel, meaning “with us is 
God.” When do you feel God’s  
presence in your life? 
Second Reading:  
Written about twenty years after 
the death and resurrection of     
Jesus, Paul’s opening words in his 
Letter to the Romans provides 
one of the earliest testimonies to 
the divinity of Jesus Christ. And 
now as believers, Paul tells us we 
are “called to be holy.” How has 
this season of Advent help you 
develop holiness?  
Gospel:  
In recounting the birth of Jesus, 
Matthew focuses on how Joseph 
came to terms with this                     
miraculous event. Can you name a 
time when you had to discern how 
God is working in your life?    
©LPi 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Entrance Song - Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free!  From our fears and sins release us, let 

us find our rest in thee. 

2. Israel's strength consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every 
longing heart. 

 

Psalm - Let the Lord enter; he is King of Glory 
 

Presentation Song - The Summons 

 

1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  Will you go where you don’t know and never be the 
same?  Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, will you let my life be grown in 
you and you in me? 

2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?  Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the 
same?  Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?  Will you let me answer prayer in 
you and you in me? 

 
Communion Song - We are the Light of the World 

 

Refrain: We are the light of the world, may our light shine before all.  That they may see the good that we    
     do, and give glory to God. 

1. Blessed are they who are poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God. Bless us, O Lord, make us poor in 
spirit.  Bless us, O Lord our God. 

2. Blessed are they who are meek and humble, they will inherit the earth.  Bless us, O Lord , make us 
meek and humble.  Bless us, O Lord God. 

 

Sending Forth Song--------------O Come Divine Messiah 
 

1. O come, Divine Messiah!  The world in silence waits the day when hope shall sing its triumph, and     
sadness flee away. Dear Savior, haste!  Come, come to earth.  Dispel the night and show your face and 
bid us hail the dawn of grace.  O come, Divine Messiah! The world in silence waits the day when hope 
shall sing its triumph, and sadness flee away. 

2. O come, Desired of nations, whom priest and prophet long foretold. Come break the captive fetters, 
redeem the long lost fold.  Dear Savior haste! Come, come to earth. Dispel the night and show your 
face and bid us hail and dawn of grace.  O come, Divine Messiah!  The world in silence waits the day 
when hope shall sing its triumph and sadness flee away. 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“I invite you to pray, before the creche, that the Nativity of the Lord will 

bring a ray of peace to children all over the world, especially those 
forced to live the terrible and dark days of war.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (December 11, 2022) 

 
 
 

Jeannette Campbell 
Cathy Gambrell 

Blanche Sobieralski 
Grace Witt 

 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


