
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve.  

We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: 

 “to transform our lives and  

believe in the Good News.”  

 

 (Mark 1:15) 

JANUARY 8, 2023 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
A friend of mine is a young priest who teaches high school physics at a Catholic boys’ prep school. Like 
many today, the boys often think science and religion are enemies. So, he delights in their raised 
eyebrows when he reminds them his first full-time job as a priest was to be an astrophysicist. He 
cataloged the size, shape, and matter of distant stars. He tells them, “Science gave me more love for God, 
not less.”  
 
The Magi were something like scientist-astronomers. Like today’s scientists, they employed disciplined 
methods of discovering dependable patterns in the world. Their rigorous commitment to the truth led 
them to the joy of discovering Jesus. Their love for knowledge leads them to worship the Source of all 
knowledge. Luke says of them, “They were overjoyed at seeing the star.”  
 
We may see the universe as cold and empty and feel sad. But why should we do that? The Magi, like my 
priest-friend, show us there is another way to experience the world. We use our intelligence to discover 
the beautiful patterns in the world — in mathematics, physics, astronomy, biology, neuroscience, and so 
on — and allow this to lead us to greater love for God. So, my fellow Magi: the world needs us to be 
overjoyed at finding God in science and, finally and fully, in Jesus.  
 
— Father John Muir 
 
©LPi 
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Dear Parish Family, 
  
There are angels everywhere. As we open our eyes to those around us, we see the goodness of people making a         
difference in others lives. In art angels are often depicted of extraordinary beauty.  The beauty of these earthly     
angels comes from their being servants of God.  They act as guides, are benevolent, and have the means to lift us 
up. They give and make each of us better off in one way or another. Their spirit creates a divine light.  Do you see 
them around you? Perhaps not with the dimension of wings, but rather with warm hearts caring for others. 
  
Our guardian angel may indicate we need to look left at a stoplight and save us from a horrific accident. An angel of 
mercy rescues us from going hungry. An angel of healing, be it physical or emotional may be with us or the hands of 
a skilled physician.  A messenger angel may be relaying a message between heaven and earth. We may not see 
these angels, but we know when they are present. At times, we can feel their presence. These angels are the spirit 
created by God. 
  
St. Thomas Aquinas said, “The angels work together for the benefit of us all.” Over this Christmas season, we saw 
the work of angels in so many facets. People were generous with providing food for our Food Pantry, baby things for 
mothers and babies at Image of God, Christmas wishes to our homebound through People to People, and the spirit 
of caring.  There were treats shared.  The delivery of a diet coke to help the recipient in need of caffeine. The    
heartfelt conversations of sincere wishes for a Joyous Christmas.  Memories and traditions shared.  Our angels that 
are part of the Christmas décor are lit and remind us that everyone has it within them to be the light of Christ. Let us 
all bring more light to our loved ones and those in need. 
  
Mary Jo 

PARISH NOTES 

Parish Family, 
  
Perhaps you have created a list of resolutions that you hope to accomplish this year.  OR – they have already fallen by 
the wayside! Call them what you may, January usually makes us think of starting anew, revising, or tackling who 
we would like to be, a better sign of who we are,  or creating goals for ourselves. If nothing else it challenges us to 
think, recall, and hopefully rejoice. How did I do last year?  As the saying goes – “Out with the old and in with the new.” 
  
Everyone approaches this differently. Some start from scratch, some build on the foundation they have already    
established, and some say “Oh well!” When we  ask for God’s mercy, He grants this to us, but I imagine it is with the 
hope that we do not have to ask for His mercy over and over for the same thing. A pericope from the bible tells us 
that Jesus calls us to “follow Him”. Let us start over from where we began.  Let us begin anew. I want you to be with 
me again and again in spite of everything.  God is able to awaken us no matter what our failures are. 
  
Fr. Stanley reminds us  “of times, where we have to take one day at a time, or if needed one hour at a time. And, it is 
important to give ourselves credit for our accomplishments.” This can be a challenge for some of us, as we see it in 
our minds as a failure.  NOT!!! 
  
Pope Francis tells us “Whenever we do something together, something good, something beautiful, everyone   
changes.  All of us change in a way, and this does us good.” 
  
May God bless us all as we begin this new year! 
  
Mary Jo  
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REFLECTION 

Dear Parish Family, 
 
Thank you so much for all of your generous 
donations to the Image of God Pregnancy 
Center during our Christmas outreach. 
 
The center was overwhelmed with all the 
gifts we delivered.  They are so appreciative 
of everything we have done for them.  This 
means they can say YES to the women in 
need who come to them.   
 
From the diapers, wipes, onesies, clothes, 
toys, blankets, quilts, furniture and all the 
other necessities for baby and mom, we 
helped stock their shelves.  They say, Thank  
You, Thank You, Thank You from the bottom 
of their hearts! 
 
Thank you St. Mark Parishioners for being so 
generous. 
 
God bless you always,  
Christian Service Team 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

Epiphany 
 

Entrance - We Three Kings 
 

Refrain    O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, west-ward leading,   
  still proceeding, guide us to the perfect light. 
1. We three Kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar field and fountain, moor and mountain,    

following yonder star.                                                   Refrain 
2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown him again; King forever, ceasing never, over us 

all to reign.                                                                Refrain 
3. Frankincense to offer have I; Incense owns a Deity nigh; prayer and praising gladly raising, worshiping 

God on high.                                         Refrain 
4. Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom, sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in a stone-cold tomb.                                Refrain 
 
 Psalm - Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 
Presentation - What Child is This  
 
Refrain  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring 

him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.  
1. What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  Whom angels greet with anthems sweet. 

While shepherds watch are keeping?             Refrain 
2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christian, fear for sinners here 

the silent word is pleading.                                      Refrain 
 
Communion - One Bread, One Body  
 
Refrain One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless, and we, though 

many, through-out the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 
1. Gentile or Jew; servant or free, woman or man, no more.                   Refrain       
2. Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all.                         Refrain 
3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one, for all.     Refrain            
 
Sending Forth - Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply echo back 

their joyous strains. Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
2. Shepherds why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? Say what may the tidings be which      

inspire your heavenly song. Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 

Thank you for your 
donations. 

Readings for the week of January 8, 2023 
 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
 

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/Mt 3:13-17  
 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 1:21-28  
 

Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9//Mk 1:29-39  
 

Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/Mk 1:40-45  
 

Friday:  Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8/Mk 2:1-12  
 

Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 2:13-17  
 

Next Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34  

THE WORD 

 
 

 
 
Saturday,  January 7 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

 

 

Sunday, January 8 

8:30 am  Joan Ozimek 

11:00 am  James & Lisa Lafferty 

 

Wednesday, January 11 

9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

 

 

 

 

Saturday,  January 14 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

 Tony & Jenny Benicek 

 

Sunday, January 15 

8:30 am   The People of St. Mark 

11:00 am  The People of St. Mark 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
First Reading:   
Nearly five hundred years before 
the birth of Jesus, the prophet    
Isaiah foresaw a time when all the 
nations of the world would see the 
glory of the Lord shining upon the 
people of Israel. How do you think 
the birth of Jesus reveals to the 
world the glory of God?   
 
Second Reading:  
Paul wrote of the “mystery” that was 
revealed to him, namely, the        
Gentiles and the Jews (all believers) 
were “coheirs” and “copartners,” 
equal members in the body of 
Christ. How can we celebrate this 
wonderful message of inclusivity 
with others? 
 
Gospel:  
Matthew includes the story of the 
visit of the magi to teach us how the 
birth of Jesus fulfills the prophecies 
of Isaiah (first reading) and the 
prophecies of Micah (Mi 5:1), the 
prophetic text that Matthew quotes. 
Who are some people today you 
think need to hear about Jesus?   
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“When we have strong feelings of doubt and fear, and we seem to be 

sinking, we must not be ashamed to cry out like Peter: “Lord, save 
me” (Mt 14:30) This is a beautiful prayer! And Jesus immediately 

stretches out His hand.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (January 3, 2023) 

 
 
 

Darlene Muir 

Tim Muir 

Marilyn Parrish 

Blanche Sobieralski 

Grace Witt 
 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  

The offerings of gold, frankincense and myrrh were      
carried by the magi over many miles of hard travel to be 
laid at the feet of Jesus. What gifts do we bear through 
the journey of life to lay at the feet of the King? Do we 
protect them as we should?                                    ©LPi 


