
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve.  We continue the mission of Jesus Christ:                                          
“to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

JANUARY 15, 2023  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 
We have entered into the first period of Ordinary Time which bridges the liturgical Seasons of Christmas and 
Lent. The Roman Missal reminds us that during Ordinary Time we celebrate and honor the mystery of Jesus 
Christ in its fullness. As people of living faith we come together to church for Holy Mass to enter into the 
redeeming and transforming reality of Jesus’ dying and rising – the paschal mystery. The Lord’s Day is the 
basic structure upon which the Church Year is built. The fruits of Sunday celebration fill us with human and 
divine graces to give witness to the presence of our loving God in every circumstance of our daily life. As 
committed disciples of Jesus Christ, we come to church every Sunday to give thanks to the Lord and to 
encourage one another on our pilgrimage of faith. We are united in the spirit of prayerful support with our 
homebound parishioners – asking them to pray for our faith community, as we send them our blessings from 
the altar of the Holy Eucharist. 
 
One of the prayers we offer during Mass is called the Preface. It is the proclamation of praise and thanksgiving 
which follows the opening dialogue (Lift up your hearts, etc.), and leads into the Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy Lord). 
Various prefaces included in the Roman Missal (the Big Book placed on the altar from which the presider offers 
prayers during Mass), describe the saving mystery of our redemption in Jesus Christ. “It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most holy, through your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent as our Savior and our 
Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.” 
 
I am grateful for your sacrificial contribution toward Generous Beyond Measure, and your faithful financial 
support of St. Mark Parish. We are most frugal and diligent in the use of parish resources. There is still plenty 
of time to make your donation to GBM. Each contribution is essential and needed to augment our weekly 
collection to insure we meet our annual budget. As you share your prayer, time, talent, and treasure, our 
church community remains viable and strong. A heartfelt thank you to all of you for taking care of your spiritual 
home. Together, we continue to announce the Good News of salvation, and reach out to our neighbors in need. 
 
In Christ’s abundant Life, 
Fr. Stanley 
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PARISH NOTES 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
We have all grown up with the hymn- Amazing Grace. This year marks The 250th year anniversary of its writing 
by John Newton in Donegal, Ireland. It was originally written to illustrate a sermon on New Year’s Day and was 
most likely chanted, as it was not included in a hymn book until 1779. As part of our suggested music for                
funerals, this is appropriate as both a processional and recessional. Think of the emotions this stirs. The last 
stanza brings a message of peace and the salvation of heaven and brings comfort to mourners.  At one point 
Newton was involved with slave trade. It is difficult to imagine that someone who considered themselves an 
atheist, would call out for God’s mercy and change his life to Christianity. If it were not for a horrific storm at 
sea, and his ship safely reaching Ireland, we might never have had this beautiful hymn.  Newton went on to    
become an Anglican Priest and wrote many other hymns. He later became a strong advocate against slavery. 
  
Many talented musicians have sung this with many different renditions and in different languages. This is a real 
declaration of gratitude and humility! Although it expresses a sense of loss, it is also proclaiming hope for the 
future. 
  
We thank God for His amazing grace to all of us. 
 Mary Jo 

Showing Up 
 
I broke my foot once, when my second child was only 12 weeks old, and I was about to move houses. For six 
weeks I was confined to a chair, a shrieking newborn in my arms, a toddler running circles around me, and my 
right foot rendered useless by a plaster cast. I couldn’t do anything without assistance. I couldn’t eat or get a 
drink or change my clothes or feed my children.  
 
My family was in dire straits. A lot of people offered help, but there was a core group of friends and family    
members who really saved us. 
 
These are the people who turned up in my driveway with empty vans and cooked meals. These are the people 
who blocked off their Saturdays to haul furniture, mow our lawn, and run after unruly kids. These are the people 
who said: “Here I am. Give me a job.” 
 
If you’ve ever really, really needed another person’s help, you know that “showing up” means more than saying: 
“Let me know what you need.” It means saying: “I’m already here. Tell me what to do.” 
 
So often, I pay lip service to the idea of submission. “What do you want, God?” I ask, and I secretly hope that 
what He wants isn’t one of those things that I’m not willing to give.  
 
What if I really strove to “show up” for God? What if I was ready to give what He asks of me, whatever it is?  
 
Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. — Psalm 40 
 
©LPi 
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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
When I was a kid, I remember the priest at Mass 
announcing, “The Lamb of God!” Frankly, it 
struck me as nonsense. I thought: Why in the 
world does God have a lamb? And where is this 
lamb?  
 
John the Baptist sees Jesus coming toward him 
and announces, “Behold the lamb of God.” His 
Jewish listeners knew what he meant. God’s 
lamb is the thing that is sacrificed at the Jewish 
Passover and consumed by the participants. For 
almost a thousand years, lambs were ritually 
slaughtered and eaten in Jerusalem at                   
Passover. The lamb meant sacrifice, freedom 
from sin, and communion with God. The Baptist 
is saying in effect, “This man will be ritually             
sacrificed and consumed so that God’s people 
may be free from sin and united to God.”  
 
It’s crucial to relate to Jesus as a friend, brother, 
teacher, and Lord of our lives. But we should  
also learn to interact with Him as our lamb of 
God. That means we intentionally place on him 
our sins, sadness's, and hopes, and offer him to 
God. Then we consume him to make us free. 
This is what we do at every Mass. That’s why he 
is the Lamb of God. 
 
— Father John Muir 
 
©LPi 

REFLECTION 

Ven. Frederic Irenaeus Baraga  
Known as the Snowshoe Priest, Venerable Bishop Frederic 
Baraga, was a lifelong missionary to the Native American 
people of the upper Midwest. He loved the people he served, 
knew their languages, and even published the first Ojibwe-
English dictionary! 
 
Prayer for the Cause of V. Frederic Irenaeus Baraga: 
 
O God, thank you for the life and holiness of your servant, 
Frederic Baraga. 
 
I pray you will honor him by the title of Saint. He dedicated 
himself completely to missionary activity to make you 
known, loved, and served by the people who you love. As a 
man of peace and love, Baraga brought peace and love 
wherever he traveled. 
 
Lord, grant Venerable Bishop 
Baraga the grace of                      
beatification. 
We ask this in Christ name. 
 
Amen. 
(Prayer Source: https://
bishopbaraga.org/cause/) 
©LPi 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

2nd Sunday Ordinary Time 

 

Entrance - All the Ends of the earth 

Refrain: All the ends of the earth. All you creatures of the sea, lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord. 
For the Lord of the earth, the master of the sea, has come with justice for the world. 

1. Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, the wonders God has done in every age. 

2. Heaven and earth shall rejoice in his might; every heart every nation call him Lord. 

 

Psalm - Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 

 

Presentation - I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike. The Lamb is the light of the 
city of God: Shine in my heart Lord Jesus. 

1.  I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus. God set the stars to give light to the world; 
the star of my life is Jesus. 

2. I want to see the brightness of God, I want to look at Jesus. Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my 
path, and show me the way to the Father. 

 

Communion - Here at this Table 

Refrain: Come and be filled here at this table. Food for all who hunger and drink for all who thirst. Drink of 
his Love, wine of salvation. You shall live forever in Jesus Christ the Lord. 

1. You who labor for justice, you who labor for peace, you who steady the plow in the field of the Lord! 

2. You with lives full of pain, you who sorrow and weep, you, beloved of Christ come to him, come to him! 

 

Sending Forth - Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

1.  Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing. The people of God from his dwelling take leave. 
God’s sacrifice ended o now be extended the fruits of this Mass in all hearts who believe. The seed of 
Christ’s teaching our inner souls reaching, shall blossom in action for God and for all. His grace shall 
incite us, His love shall unite us to further God’s kingdom and answer his call. 

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God who is living, the tasks of our everyday life we embrace. Our faith 
ever sharing, in love ever caring, we claim as our neighbor all those of each race. One bread that has 
fed us, one light that has led us unite us as one in his life that we share. Then may all the living with 
praise and thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
THE pantry needs: 
Small and large grocery paper bags 
 
 Thank you so much 

for your donations. 

Readings for the week of January 15, 2023 
 

Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34  
 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 2:18-22  
 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c/Mk 2:23-28 
 

Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 3:1-6  
 

Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/Mk 3:7-12  
 

Friday:  Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mk 3:13-19  
 

Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 3:20-21  
 

Next Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1,4, 13-14 (1a)/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23  

THE WORD 

 

 
 
Saturday,  January 14 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

 Tony & Jenny Benicek 
 

Sunday, January 15 

8:30 am   Michael O’Connor 

 Harry Sakjas 

11:00 am  Whitney Gossett 

 Marilyn & Earl Parrish 

 Richard Harrison 

 Patrick Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, January 18 

9:30 am     Bernardine Corbeill 
 

Saturday,  January 21 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

 Whitney Gossett 

 Ivy Clay 
 

Sunday, January 22 

8:30 am   Terri Decoster 

 Tiffany Browning 

11:00 am  Linda Marshall 

 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

 Ed Moskal 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
The prophet Isaiah spoke of how 
God, through Israel, would show 
his “glory” to all people and have 
his “salvation reach to the ends of 
the earth.” What do you imagine 
the world will look like when this 
happens?  
 
Second Reading:  
Today’s reading is the opening 
greeting of Paul’s First Letter to 
the Corinthians. Paul tells the    
believers in Corinth that they (and 
all believers) are 
“sanctified” (blessed) and “called 
to be holy.” What do you think it 
takes to be blessed and holy?     
 
Gospel:  
In today’s Gospel reading we hear 
John the Baptist testify that      
Jesus is the Son of God. If you had 
the chance, what would you tell 
people about Jesus? 
   
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Sick people are at the center of God’s people, and the Church advances 

together with them as a sign of a humanity in which everyone is 
precious and no one should be discarded or left behind.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (January 10, 2023) 

 
 
 

Darlene Muir 

Tim Muir 

Dale Parrish 

Denise Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Blanche Sobieralski 

Grace Witt 
 
 
 
 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  

John the Baptist had been told that he would see the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. 
He listened, he believed, and he kept his eyes open. 
He was ready when God revealed the truth. Let’s ask 
ourselves: are our eyes open? Are we ready?  ©LPi 


