
FEBRUARY 12, 2023  

WELCOME 

 On behalf of our Pastor, Father Stanley Obloj, and our pastoral 
team, we welcome all of you who are new or are visiting our 
parish. We are thrilled to have you register with our parish and 
become part of our faith community. 

  

To join our parish, call the office and answer a few 
questions.  You do not have to have your sacramental documents 
or your photo identification. We can complete this over the 
phone, and then look forward to meeting you in person at Mass. 

  

We thank God for the blessing of sending you to St Mark. 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Holy Mass, 9:30 am, and 7 pm 
 

Scripture Service, 12 noon 
 

“Rend your hearts, not your garments, 
and return to the Lord, your God”  

(Joel 2:13) 



2 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PARISH NOTES 
Feelings and Shiny Things  
 
A friend of mine has a tradition on the first birthday of her children. Three items — a coin, a shot glass, and a rosary — are 
placed in front of the one-year-old, and whatever object he grasps supposedly bears insight into his future. A coin prom-
ises wealth, the rosary indicates holiness, and the shot glass…well, I’m sure you can guess. 
 
Of course, the kid just grabs whatever looks coolest. They’re not really choosing money or God or a party. Their choice is 
ruled by impulse. 
 
These days, “I’m not feeling it,” is a genuine excuse to avoid something. “I feel that,” we say to indicate agreement. “I feel 
like…” is an acceptable way to offer our opinion. Feelings carry a lot of weight. 
 
Before Christ, there was only the law, and the law dealt primarily with actions. Do this. Do not do this. All well and good. 
But with the fulfillment of the law, Christ wants us to look inwardly. He wants us to consider the influence of our feelings 
on our actions, and to understand how our chosen actions can, in turn, inspire certain feelings. 
 
I’m a millennial, so, depending on your age, you may think that I feel either too much or too little. One thing I have learned, 
though, is that when I give my feelings free rein, my instincts immediately turn into actions. I become the toddler grasping 
at shiny objects with no thought for what they represent. Anger becomes unkindness. Jealousy becomes cruelty. Fear 
becomes selfishness. 
 
Free will, I have come to understand, means freedom from the tyranny of feelings. If a feeling is strong enough, it can 
build a prison. 
 
“If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.” — Matthew 5:30 
 
©LPi 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

A common theme connects today’s Scripture passages 
from the Book of Sirach, Psalm 119, and St. Matthew’s 
Gospel: Wholeheartedly following God’s precepts and   
directives leads to eternal salvation. Our secular culture 
bombards us daily with temptations that prey on our      
fallen nature. Yet, if we are to grow closer in a personal 
relationship with Jesus, we must resist temptation that 
leads to sin. We achieve true freedom when we follow 
God’s will and not our own pleasures and desires. In St. 
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, he reminds us of the 
Spirit of wisdom that guides us.  

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation provides the contrite of 
heart with an outpouring of mercy, forgiveness, and grace 
to overcome one’s weaknesses.  



3 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

LITURGICAL MUSIC 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance - O God Our Help in Ages Past 
 

1. O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast and our 
eternal home. 

2. Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; sufficient is your arm alone, and our 
defense is sure. 

 
Psalm - Blessed are thy who follow the law of the Lord 
 
Presentation - Prayer of St. Francis  
 
1. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred let me bring your love. Where there is injury, 

your pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
2. Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.  Where there is 

darkness only light, and where there’s sadness ever joy. 
3. O Master grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled, as to console, to be understood, as to 

understand, to be loved, as to love, with all my soul. 
4. Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, in giving of ourselves that 

we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.  
      
Communion - Gift of Finest Wheat 
 
Refrain: You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat, come give to us, O saving Lord,     
      the bread of life to eat.    
1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice; so when you call your family Lord, 

we follow and rejoice. 

2. With joyful lips we sing to you our praise and gratitude, that you should count us worthy Lord to share 
this heavenly food. 

 
Sending Forth - Lord You Give the Great Commission 
 
1.  Lord you give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach the word.”  Lest the church neglect its 

mission and the gospel go unheard, help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity:  with the 
Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

2. Lord you call us to your service: ‘In my name baptize and teach.”  That the world my trust your promise, 
life abundant meant for each, give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community: with the Spirit ’s 
gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 



4 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

REFLECTION 

Dear Parish Family, 

  

Sunshine in our area seems to have taken a hiatus.  This is not about weather, but rather how do we bring sunshine 
to others.  The song: You Are My Sunshine You make me happy when skies are gray.  A happy tune, right? This song 
was  written nine decades ago, and played during a Veterans of Foreign Wars assembly in Georgia as an ode to a 
horse named “Sunshine.” Each of us can bring a little bit of sunshine to those around us. Sunshine makes everyone 
happier and more cheerful. St Francis de Sales tells us “Faith is like a bright ray of sunlight.  It enables us to see God 
in all things as well as all things in God.” 

  

We have heard it said many times “the light you brought into my heart fills my life and makes me happy every day.” 
Do you know someone who is Mr. or Ms. “doom and gloom”? We have all encountered people like that! Nothing 
seems to be right or good enough. Hopefully, this is not you or me.  

  

Let’s try and incorporate a few of these suggestions into our consciousness and bring a ray of light to others. 

  

If all of us did even a few of these things, we could all sing Oh, What A Wonderful World !! 

 

Mary Jo 

1. Smile at a stranger 

2. Listen 

3. Offer to help someone 

4. Let someone into traffic 

5. Hold the door for someone behind you 

6. Send a note or greeting card 

7. Text an uplifting Bible verse 

8. Remind people how much you love them 

9. Engage in a conversation with someone you do not 
know 

10. Be present 

11. Help someone for no reason at all 

12. Let someone cut in front of you 

13. Hug someone 

14. Tell someone they are beautiful 

15. Share an encouraging story 

16. Ask if you can help 

17. Be a voice for someone who can’t find words 

18. Just because, do something nice 

19. Give a compliment 

20. Tell someone – they matter 

21. Express gratitude 

22. Acknowledge someone 

23. Be present 

24. Offer to pray for someone 

25. Pray with someone 

26. Thank God 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

The Pantry needs: 
Brown Rice 
White Rice 
Dry Beans 
 
 Thank you so much 

for your donations. 

Readings for the week of February 12, 2023 
 

Sunday: Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37  
 

Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21/Mk 8:11-13  
 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10/Mk 8:14-21  
 

Wednesday: Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 8:22-26  
 

Thursday: Gn 9:1-13/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23/Mk 8:27-33  
 

Friday:  Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Mk 8:34—9:1  
 

Saturday: Heb 11:1-7/Ps 145: 2-3, 4-5, 10-11/Mk 9:2-13  
 

Next Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48  

THE WORD 

 

 
 
Saturday,  February 11 

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 

   

Sunday, February 12 

8:30 am   Emily Ozimek 

 Robert Briess 

 

11:00 am  Danutan Pustenik 

 Jason Pustenik 

 Chris Mixen 

 Josephine Campbell 

 Richard J. Lazewski 

 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

  

Wednesday, February 15 

9:30 am     Bernardine Corbeill 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday,  February 18 

4:00 pm     Joseph Pawlica 

 Barbara Smith 

 Mathew Posh 

  

Sunday, February 19 

8:30 am   Brian Wallace 

 

11:00 am  Nick Sagin 

 Annie Billups 

 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
The Jewish sage Sirach speaks of 
the wisdom in being obedient and 
loyal to God’s will and                          
commandments. How can you   
exercise obedience and loyalty to 
God this week?  
 
Second Reading:  
Paul instructs the Corinthians 
about the power of the Holy Spirit 
who guides believers to a mature 
faith and to understanding God’s 
wisdom. In what ways do you      
experience the Holy Spirit in your 
life?  
 
Gospel:  
As Jesus continues with his      
Sermon on the Mount, he                   
addresses a variety of topics in 
the daily life of his Jewish                   
audience (the Law, anger,                  
adultery, divorce, and oaths), only 
now filtered through God’s point of 
view. How can Christians today 
live daily life according to these 
standards?                               ©LPi  
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“I remain close with all my heart to the people affected by the 

earthquake in #Turkiye and #Syria.  I continue to pray for those who 
have lost their lives, as well as the injured, family members, and 

rescuers.  May our concrete aid sustain them in the midst of this 
appalling tragedy.”  
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (February 7, 2023) 

Krystan Betts 

Joan Edem 

Ray Dehring 

Cathy Gambrell 

Darlene Muir 

Tim Muir 

Dale Parrish 

Denise Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Blanche Sobieralski 

Grace Witt 

Barbara Wojciechowski 

Francis Wojciechowski 

Mathew Zgliczyaski 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  

The heart with which we offer our good deeds               
matters as much as the deeds themselves. For 
Christ, the law is more than a code of conduct. It’s a 
mindset.                                                                                 ©LPi 


