
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve.  We continue the mission of Jesus Christ:                                          
“to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

FEBRUARY 19, 2023  

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Of all the things Jesus says which seem totally crazy, this one 
might take the cake: “But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray 
for those who persecute you.” An enemy is someone who desires 
the destruction of you, your projects, or those you care about. To 
love and pray for them is to want their health, strength, and 
flourishing. But if they thrive, they are more likely to hurt you and 
others. So, aren’t you indirectly willing your own destruction, or 
that of your friends? If you doubt that this problem is embedded 
in this teaching, when was the last time you actually prayed 
honestly for the people you really hate?  
 
How can we solve this riddle so we might actually live this 
command? Recall that enemy-love is the surest sign that you 
love someone with God’s love, and not with indirect egotism. 
After all, if my love for my enemy ends up hurting me or my loved 
ones, it can’t be for me. Enemy-love costs more because there 
are no tit-for-tats. No reciprocity — just loved poured out, and 
often pain in return. That’s why it is so precious and rare. “What is 
unusual about that?” asks the Lord about love for our friends. 
Jesus wants us to experience the unusual love which only comes 
from him.  
 
When Jesus was being killed on the cross, he was loving his 
executioners. In fact, he was holding them in being as they nailed 
him to the cross. He loved those who were spiritually piercing his 
Mother’s heart, while they were doing it. And when he rose from 
the dead, he showed us that this kind of love is always worth it. 
It’s stronger than death. Real love is unusual. 
 
— Father John Muir                                                                                ©LPi 

Lenten Spiritual Journey 
 

“Rend your hearts, not your garments, 
and return to the Lord, your God” 

(Joel 2:13) 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Holy Mass 9:30am and 7pm 
Scripture Service 12 noon 

 
Holy Mass 

Wednesdays of Lent 
9:30am and 7pm 

 
Holy Rosary 

Wednesdays of Lent 9am 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays of Lent 11am 

 
Individual confessions 

Saturdays of Lent 3pm - 3:45pm 
 

“Reform your lives! 
The Kingdom of heaven 

is at hand” 
(Matthew 4:17) 
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PARISH NOTES 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
We all have fears – but how do we confront them?  Mary Schmich, an award winning Pulitzer Prize writer tells us “Do 
one thing every day that scares you.” How many times are we afraid and it precludes us from trying? Each time we 
face our fear, we gain strength and confidence by doing it. We know that if we do not try, we will never accomplish 
those perceived or real issues. Perhaps start by examining yourself – what is that makes it scary? Then encourage 
yourself – I think I can – I know I can! Ask the Holy Spirit to help you. And then…meditate on the word of God and truly 
place your trust in Him. 
  
Surgery is always a frightening thing.  Even though we are in the hands of a skilled doctor, something could go 
wrong, and yet we pray for positive results.  Medication and I have a very unfavorable relationship.  I cannot take pain 
meds and find that prayer and meditation is the key to both lying on the operating table and dealing with pain after-
ward. I know God is my strength! 
  
Where do you turn for strength? Do you ask Jesus as St Faustina did “Jesus, I trust in you.” When we trust, God gives 
each of us the fortitude and comfort that we need through a frightening situation. When we turn to family or friends, 
we are often reassured that things will be ok. God works through them. Ultimately it is God who reveals to us over 
and over that He is with us. Isaiah 41:10 reveals: “Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be afraid for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you. I will help you, for I am the Lord your God, I will hold your right hand.” 
  
May God give us the courage and trust to challenge our fears. 
  
Mary Jo 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance - Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down! Fix in us your humble dwelling, all 
your faithful mercies crown.  Jesus, source of all compassion, Love, unbounded, love all pure; visit us 
with your salvation, let your love in us endure. 

2. Come Almighty to deliver, let us all your life receive; suddenly return and never, never more your      
temples leave.  You we would be always blessing, serve you as your hosts above, pray and praise you 
without ceasing, Glory in your precious love. 

 

Psalm - The Lord is Kind and Merciful 

 

Presentation - I Have Loved You  

Refrain I have loved you with an everlasting lasting love, have called you and you are mine; I have 
loved you with an everlasting love, I have loved  you and you are mine. 

1. Seek the face of the Lord and long for him; he will bring you his light and his peace.  Refrain 

2. Seek the face of the Lord and long for him; he will bring you his joy and his hope.  Refrain 
   

Communion - Bread of Life 

Refrain Bread of life, hope of the world, Jesus Christ, our brother, feed us now, give us life, lead us 
to one another. 

1. As we proclaim your death, as we recall your life, we remember your promise to return again.  
     Refrain 

2. The bread we break and share, was scattered once as grain, just as now it is gathered, make your      
people one.                                   Refrain 

 

Sending Forth - City of God 

Refrain   Let us build the city of God.   May our tears be turned into dancing!  For the Lord our light and our 
love, has turned the night into day! 

 

1.  Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep!  A new day is dawning for all those who weep.  The   
people in darkness have seen a great light.  The Lord of our longing has conquered the night.   Refrain 

2. We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day.  The One who has loved us has brightened our 
way.  The Lord of all kindness has called us to be a light for his people to set their hearts free. Refrain 
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7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Today’s Scripture readings from the Book of Leviticus 
and St. Matthew’s Gospel highlight the second great   
commandment: to love your neighbor as yourself. In the 
Gospel, Jesus commands us to turn the other cheek, to 
love our enemies, and to pray for those who persecute 
us — a challenge for even the most faithful stewards. 
When we are wronged, we often find it difficult to love 
and  forgive. Yet, forgiving from the heart is key to      
finding true peace. Do you have a family member or 
friend who needs your forgiveness or who you need to 
apologize to for a past wrong?  

REFLECTION 

The Hardness of Holiness 
 
Want to know the words I find hardest to say? “Lord, give 
me the strength.”  
 
The world tells us to push ourselves outside of our com-
fort zone if we’re training for a marathon or applying for 
a job — but if we’re talking about God, everything is sup-
posed to be easy. If it comes “naturally” or without strug-
gle it’s supposed to be right. 
 
Only God is perfect, the world tells us. What’s the use of 
trying so hard?  
 
I’m really good at finding excuses for myself, especially 
when it comes to holiness. Holiness, often (not always, 
but often), is about choosing the hard, but right, thing. 
The invitation to holiness is whispered in the hardest 
moments of my day when I am the most hopelessly hu-
man. After the kids’ bedtime, when I really just want to 
watch Dateline and eat too much ice cream instead of 
saying the Rosary. When I’ve committed to helping 
someone, but it suddenly becomes incredibly inconven-
ient. When I see a social media post that’s just begging 
for a snarky reply. When the conversation becomes gos-
sip and I’m dying to make myself feel superior to some-
one.  
 
The reason it’s so difficult for me to mutter these five 
simple words is because I know that if I say them and I 
mean them, they form a prayer that God will always an-
swer in the affirmative. He will give me the strength I ask 
for, and then I will have no excuse.  
 
It’s not unlike my kids claiming they’re too tired to clean 
up the playroom. If they would just ask me for help, it 
would all be so doable. But where would that leave 
them?  
 
With a job to do, that’s where.  
 
“Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God, am holy.” — Leviticus 
19:2 
 
©LPi 

WELCOME 

 On behalf of our Pastor, Father Stanley Obloj, and our 
pastoral team, we welcome all of you who are new or are 
visiting our parish. We are thrilled to have you register 
with our parish and become part of our faith community. 

  

To join our parish, call the office and answer a few  
questions.  You do not have to have your sacramental 
documents or your photo identification. We can        
complete this over the phone, and then look forward to 
meeting you in person at Mass. 

  

We thank God for the blessing of sending you to St Mark. 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

The Pantry needs: 
 
Pasta sauce - jar and can 
Spaghetti 
Elbow macaroni 
Penne 

Readings for the week of February 19, 2023 
 

Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48  
 

Monday: Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mk 9:14-29  
 
Tuesday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48  
 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18  
 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 9:22-25  
 

Friday:  Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15  
 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 5:27-32  
 

Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17/Rom 5:12-19/Mt 4:1-11 

THE WORD 

 

 
 
Saturday,  February 18 
4:00 pm     Joseph Pawlica 
 Barbara Smith 
 Mathew Posh 
  
Sunday, February 19 
8:30 am   Brian Wallace 
 
11:00 am  Nick Sagin 
 Annie Billups 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
 Chris Mixen 
 Rick Maliszewski 
  
Wednesday, February 22 
9:30 am     Chris Mixen 
 Betty Jean David 
 
7:00 pm     Bea Gutierrez 
 Elliott Family 

 
 
 
 
Saturday,  February 25 
4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 
 Agnes & Raymond Grimski 
 Gail Ann Hool 
 Frances Pitlock 
  
Sunday, February 26 
8:30 am   Robert Novak 
 Katherine Gojcaj 
 
11:00 am  Anthony Gonzales 
 Lilian Orban 
 Angela Maile 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:   
Leviticus teaches us that one way 
to be holy is to have an attitude of 
love and non-retaliation toward 
your family and neighbors. Can 
you name some examples when 
you have acted in this manner?   
 
Second Reading:  
Paul teaches that as believers we 
are now “the temple of God” with 
the “Spirit of God” dwelling in us. 
How might we celebrate this new 
reality?    
 
Gospel:  
Jesus challenges his disciples to 
love and to pray for your enemies. 
Why do you think Jesus                
encourages us to behave this 
way?  
   

©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Each one of us needs other people.  Even weakness, if endured 

together with others, can become strength that will make the world 
better.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (February 14, 2023) 

Krystan Betts 

Joan Edem 

Ray Dehring 

Cathy Gambrell 

Darlene Muir 

Tim Muir 

Dale Parrish 

Denise Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Frances Pitlock 

Barbara Wojciechowski 

Francis Wojciechowski 

Mathew Zgliczyaski 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


