
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve.  We continue the mission of Jesus Christ:                                          
“to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

MARCH 5, 2023  

THE LONG WALK 
 
The walk down from Mount Tabor after the Transfiguration must have 
been a long one for Peter, James, and John. How differently they must 
have viewed the world with the eyes that had seen what they had just 
seen. How uncertain they must have been.  
 
I think it’s important to remember that, on the mountain, they were 
amazed, yes — but first, they were afraid. We are given the image of 
these three grown men — these saints, these giants of salvation history 
— cowering in fear at the voice of God. It was not until Jesus touched 
them that they could even bear to look up. 
 
Christ was transfigured on Tabor, but in a way, the disciples were 
transfigured as well. We are all changed by what we see and what we 
hear. That change can be hard because knowledge is hard. Truth is 
hard. Sometimes cowering is easier. 
 
Go forth, God told Abram. I will make of you a great nation.  
 
Rise, Christ told his disciples. And do not be afraid. 
 
I spend too much time cowering in fear at the voice of God. I cower even 
when the voice whispers into my heart instead of booming from the 
clouds. When it’s the start of a hard day or a tough conversation. When 
it’s the middle of a half-finished battle, big or small. When I know where 
Christ is and what he is asking, but I’m afraid because the walk down the 
mountain is so long, and the world that awaits me is so uncertain.  
 
“Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.” — Psalm 33 
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Lenten Spiritual Journey 
 

“Rend your hearts, not your     
garments, and return to the Lord, 

your God” 
(Joel 2:13) 

 
Holy Mass 

Wednesdays of Lent 
9:30am and 7pm 

 
Holy Rosary 

Wednesdays of Lent 9am 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays of Lent 11am 

 
Individual Confessions 

Saturdays of Lent                                
3pm - 3:45pm 

 
“Reform your lives! 

The Kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” 

(Matthew 4:17) 
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PARISH NOTES 

Dear Parish Family, 
 

 

During late fall and the beginning of winter, as we entered through the office              
entrance, there was the most beautiful pink rose that had somehow managed to push 
through the obstacle of the canopy. As you can see in the picture it was almost                
perfect. We were tempted to cut it and bring it inside to relish it’s beauty. Being such 
a unique vison this late in the year, it was left outside and slowly withered.  Could this 
be us?  Without the light of Christ, and the warmth of His love, don’t we all have the 
tendency to wither away? Lent is the perfect time to trim our shriveled outer leaves, 

fertilize our souls, and tend to the garden of our hearts and minds. 
  
St. Francis of Assisi was hoeing his garden when someone asked, “ what would he do if he were to suddenly hear that 
he would die before sunset that very day?” His reply was, “I would finish hoeing my garden.” Lent is a beautiful time to 
focus on our growth and inner beauty. What ever our path of learning or discerning, “It is not important who does the  
plowing or who does the watering.  What is important is that God makes the seeds within us grow.” (1 Corinthians 
3:7). Where do I begin? Of course, with prayer.  “Each of us is called to cultivate our inner garden in which The Divine 
Word may flourish.” (St John of the Cross) 
  
Doesn’t everything flourish, when it is nurtured and loved?  
 
As St. Francis De Sales said, “Bloom where you are planted.” 
  
Mary Jo 

WELCOME 

 On behalf of our Pastor, Father Stanley Obloj, 
and our pastoral team, we welcome all of you 
who are new or are visiting our parish. We are 
thrilled to have you register with our parish 
and become part of our faith community. 

  

To join our parish, call the office and answer a 
few  questions. You do not have to have your 
sacramental documents or your photo              
identification. We can complete this over the 
phone, and then look forward to meeting you 
in person at Mass. 

  

We thank God for the blessing of sending you 
to St Mark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary, Our Lady Queen of Families is located at  
25320  Van Dyke,  Center Line, MI 48015 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

2nd Sunday of Lent 
 

Entrance - The Glory of These Forty Days 

 

1. The glory of these forty days we celebrate with songs of praise; for Christ by whom all things were 
made, Himself has fasted and has prayed. 

2. Alone and fasting Moses saw the loving God who gave the law; and to Elijah, fasting came the steeds 
and chariots of flame. 

3. So Daniel trained his mystic sight delivered from the lion’s might; and John the Bridegroom’s friend, 
became the herald of Messiah’s name. 

 

Psalm - Lord let your mercy be upon us as we place our trust in you 

. 

Presentation - Have Loved You           

                                     

Refrain  I have loved you with an everlasting love. I have called you and you are mine; I have loved you 
with an everlasting love, I have loved you and you are mine.  

1. Seek the face of the Lord and long for him; he will bring you his light and his peace.  Refrain   

2. Seek the face of the Lord and long for him; he will bring you his joy and his hope. Refrain 

3. Seek the face of the Lord and long for him; he will bring you his care and his love.  Refrain                                   

 

Communion - Christ Be Our Light 

 

Refrain Christ be our light!   Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today. 

1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness, longing for truth we turn to you.  Make us your own, your holy 
people, light for the world to see.                                     Refrain 

2. Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair.  Your word alone has power 
to save us. Make us your living voice.                              Refrain          

 

Sending Forth - Lift High the Cross 

 

Refrain Lift high the cross. The love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 

1. Led on their way by this triumphant sign, the hosts of God in conquering ranks combine.   Refrain     

2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of him who died.               Refrain     
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REFLECTION 

SERVANT OF GOD THEA BOWMAN 
 
Sister Thea Bowman tirelessly blazed a way for Black 
Catholics to fully live their faith out loud and with joy! 
You can listen to her music on all streaming services and 
experience her legacy though the many institutions that 
now boast her name. 
 
PRAYER 
Prayer for Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman’s               
intercession 
 
Ever loving God, who by your infinite goodness inflamed 
the heart of your servant and religious, Sister Thea  
Bowman with an ardent love for you and the People of 
God; a love expressed through her indomitable spirit, 
deep and abiding faith, dedicated teaching, exuberant 
singing, and unwavering witnessing of the joy of the 
Gospel. 
 
Her prophetic witness continues to inspire us to share 
the Good News with those whom we encounter; most 
especially the poor, oppressed, and marginalized. May 
Sister Thea’s life and legacy compel us to walk together, 
to pray together, and to remain together as missionary 
disciples ushering in the new evangelization for the 
Church we love. 
 
Gracious God imbue us with the grace and perseverance 
that you gave your servant, Sister Thea. For in turbulent 
times of racial injustice, she sought equity, peace, and 
reconciliation. In times of intolerance and ignorance, 
she brought wisdom, awareness, unity, and charity. In 
times of pain, sickness, and suffering, she taught us 
how to live fully until called home to the land of promise. 
If it be your Will, O God, glorify our beloved Sister Thea, 
by granting the favor I now request through her                 
intercession (mention your request), so that all may 
know of her goodness and holiness and may imitate her 
love for You and Your Church. We ask this through Your 
Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
© 2018 Catholic Diocese of Jackson 
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Dear Parish Family, 
  
WEATHER 
  
Reminder – When Fitzgerald Schools are closed, 
ALL activities, including Mass are canceled. 
  
WEEKLY LENTEN SERVICES 
  
Reminder, that we have Wednesday morning Mass at 
9:30 am and evening 7:00 pm Mass. Stations of the 
Cross each Friday during Lent at 11:00 am. 
  
   
HOLY WATER 
  
Wondering where the water in the Baptismal Font has 
gone? As Fr Stanley explained “It conveys that Lent is a 
time of spiritual dryness that precedes the waters of 
baptism at Easter.” 
  
  
MASS INTENTIONS 
  
Please contact the Parish Office regarding Mass              
Intentions for Palm Sunday, Easter Vigil, Easter Sunday, 
Divine Mercy Sunday and any other dates. 
  
Have a blessed day! 
  
Mary Jo 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

The Pantry needs: 
 
hot/cold cereal 
shelf milk 
 
Thank you so much 
for your donations. 

Readings for the week of March 5, 2023 
 

Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9  
 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38  
 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 23:1-12  
 

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/Mt 20:17-28  
 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31  
 

Friday:  Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46  
 

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  
 

Next Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42  

THE WORD 

 

 
 
Saturday,  March 4 
4:00 pm     Charles Smith 
 Beth Ann Fuller 
 Frances Pitlock 
 Edward Sienko 
 Henry Gambrell 
 
Sunday, March 5 
8:30 am   Carrie Fairchild 
 
11:00 am  Danutan Pustenik 
 Jason Pustenik 
 Susan Domen 
 Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
 Henry Naguszewski 
 Mae Cavanaugh 
 Bruce Cavanaugh 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
Wednesday, March 8 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 
7:00 pm     The People of St. Mark  
 
Saturday,  March 11 
4:00 pm     Joseph Pawlica 
 Tony & Jenny Benicek 
 Ed Sienko 
 
Sunday, March  12 
8:30 am   The People of St. Mark 
 
11:00 am  Earl & Marilyn Parrish 
  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
Abram left behind his land and 
home, trusting in the Lord’s   
promise to make him a great      
nation with many blessings. In 
what ways have you needed to 
trust in the Lord during this       
season of Lent?   
 
Second Reading:  
Paul tells Timothy to “bear your 
share of hardship for the gospel 
with the strength that comes from 
God.” When have you needed to 
draw upon God’s strength in your 
life?  
 
Gospel:  
In the transfiguration, Peter, 
James, and John witnessed the 
divinity of Jesus: “This is my       
beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.” Why do you 
suppose Jesus instructed the   
disciples not to tell anyone until 
after his death and resurrection? 
   
©LPi 



6 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Jesus teaches us to repel the attacks of the devil who, as his name 

says, wants to sow division in us, between us and God, between us and 
others.  How do we repel him?  Not by negotiating with him, but by 

opposing him in faith with the divine word. #GospelOfToday (Mt 4:1-11)” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (February 26, 2023) 

 

 

 

Mary Ann Hinchman 

Sean Majeske 

Frances Pitlock 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


