
MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish, 

we are called to welcome, love and 
serve.  We continue the mission of Jesus 

Christ: “to transform our lives and 
believe in the Good News.”  (Mark 1:15) 

MARCH 12, 2023  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 
Individually and as a parish family, we continue to walk our Lenten 
journey from the dryness of ashes to the abundance of new life at 
Easter. The portrayal of the season of Lent as a journey inspires us to 
take daily steps of conversion, renewal, and spiritual growth. This 
concept of Lent suggests a movement from one state of being to 
another. “When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and see things as 
a child does, and think like a child; but now that I have become an adult, 
I have finished with all childish ways” (1 Corinthians 13:11). It is important 
to see the world through the innocent and trusting eyes of a child. 
However, we need to grow in spiritual maturity, deepen our faith and 
knowledge, and become more aware of our “sacred- self.” We move 
from hurt to healing, from sin to forgiveness, from selfishness to self-
giving, from the abyss of spiritual apathy to the vibrant and clear 
awareness of God’s loving presence. “Let us strive to know Yahweh; that 
He will come is as certain as the dawn. He will come to us like a shower, 
like the rain of springtime to the earth” (Hosea 6:3). 
 
Thomas Merton, a well-known spiritual writer of the 20th century, 
offers practical and helpful insights concerning self-awareness and 
knowledge of God. He reminds us that God reveals Himself in our inner 
being, and in the community of believers – in the communion of those 
who seek, love, and serve our Creator and Redeemer. Therefore, it is 
important to become active members of the parish family – the living 
Body of Jesus Christ! Merton writes: “This is what it means to seek God: 
to practice silence and listen to the voice of God; to withdraw from 
illusion and pleasure, from worldly anxieties and desires, from the 
works that God does not want, from a glory that is only human display. 
We need to know ourselves before we can know and communicate with 
other people and with God. A person who is not at peace with himself 
projects his interior fighting into the society of those he lives with, and 
spreads a contagion of conflict all around him. What can we gain by 
flying to the moon if we are not able to cross the abyss that separates 
us from ourselves? This is the most important of all voyages of 
discovery, and without it, all the rest is useless. Pride makes us artificial 
and humility makes us real. Happiness is not a matter of intensity but of 
balance, order, rhythm and harmony. Love is our true identity and 
destiny.” 
 
In Christ’s abundant Life, 
Fr. Stanley 

Lenten Spiritual Journey 
 

“Rend your hearts, not your     
garments, and return to the Lord, 

your God” 
(Joel 2:13) 

 
Holy Mass 

Wednesdays of Lent 
9:30am and 7pm 

 
Holy Rosary 

Wednesdays of Lent 9am 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays of Lent 11am 

 
Individual Confessions 

Saturdays of Lent                                
3pm - 3:45pm 

 
“Reform your lives! 

The Kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” 

(Matthew 4:17) 
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PARISH NOTES 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
As I was driving home yesterday in the sleet on I-75, the craziness of drivers can put us on edge.  Interesting the 
thoughts that go through our heads at strange times. My thoughts turned to the last couple of funerals we had here 
at the parish and of the discussions with family about their loved one. This is a wonderful way to learn more about 
the deceased. One of the questions on our intake papers asks, “how would this person be remembered.” We know 
Jesus said “Remember Me.”  How would I want to be remembered? 
  
Who am I?  Am I the person who sees the glass half full or half empty? Can I help to make someone’s day, by offering 
a kind gesture or word? Will my family think of me with love and laughter? Am I a person with strong moral                     
principles? Do I dedicate myself to acts of charity? I know I am a child of God, but am I the child He would be very 
proud of? As St Elizabeth Ann Seton said “Encounter and meet your authentic self.” 
  
It is one thing to see ourselves through our eyes and yet can be very different through the eyes of another.  No doubt 
my family would say, I am loving and kind to them, need order in all things and always wanted to see the world and 
encounter people and new experiences. They would add, she has no patience for not doing things the right way and 
always reminds us that we can improve everything. 
   
Isn’t Lent the perfect time to ask ourselves “Who am I?” Who are You? As Fr Stanley preached recently, “God calls us 
to a continuous process of conversion.” Let’s pray to St Lazarus Devasahayam known as the “Saint for new                    
beginnings” to be the best version of who we really are. 
  
Mary Jo 

WELCOME 

 On behalf of our Pastor, Father Stanley Obloj, 
and our pastoral team, we welcome all of you 
who are new or are visiting our parish. We are 
thrilled to have you register with our parish 
and become part of our faith community. 

  

To join our parish, call the office and answer a 
few  questions. You do not have to have your 
sacramental documents or your photo              
identification. We can complete this over the 
phone, and then look forward to meeting you 
in person at Mass. 

  

We thank God for the blessing of sending you 
to St Mark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary, Our Lady Queen of Families is located at  
25320  Van Dyke,  Center Line, MI 48015 
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REFLECTION 

THE MESSIAH BEFORE YOU 
 

If you would have asked me on the morning of my confirmation what the chances were of the Holy Spirit getting  
into my heart, I would have told you they were about the same as getting water from a stone.  

 

My faith was fragile at this time in my life, primarily because I viewed it as exactly that — my faith. Something within 
my possession and subject to my own power. And I hadn’t done the things I thought I needed to do in order to be the 
kind of Christian who knows the truth and lives it. I was waiting to be made stronger. I was waiting to be made more 
faithful. I was waiting for a transformation. 

 

Little did I know, I was like the woman at the well, standing around talking about the coming of the Messiah,           
unaware that he was standing right in front of me. She wasn’t ready; she was still living in her sin. She was caught 
so unawares that she left her water jar at the well, rushing out to tell what she had seen.  

 

When I was anointed with the oil it no longer mattered that I wasn’t strong enough to break open the stone that I 
was convinced encased my heart — God’s grace gushed forth through the cracks. While I certainly didn’t become a 
perfect Christian — and never will, in this life — I did learn that when God tells you to strike, it’s probably best not to 
second-guess Him. 

 

“We boast in the glory of God… and hope does not disappoint.” Romans 5:2-5 

 

©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY—  
INSPIRATION FOR THE 
WEEK 

 

Sometimes, like the              

Samaritan woman, we can 

scarcely believe that God 

would meet us here in this 

fallen world. The truth of 

what he speaks and the 

beauty of what he proclaims 

is like a well of spring water 

in a dry desert. Do we dare 

accept the gift? 

 
©LPi 
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REFLECTION 

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

When I became the pastor of a large parish, I 
soon found myself, for the first time in my life, 
riddled with anxiety, headaches, difficulty   
making decisions, and fatigue. I called a             
therapist friend and told her my symptoms and 
asked if she thought I needed a serious medical 
exam. She said, “How much water do you 
drink?” I told her, “I haven’t had time to drink 
water lately.” She responded, “You’re                       
chronically dehydrated. Drink eighty-five             
ounces a day and call me in a week.” I started 
guzzling water and in a week all my symptoms 
went away. I felt great.  

 

Like me, the people in the Exodus wanderings 
were dehydrated. But unlike me, they knew it. 
Their symptoms were bad. They fight with each 
other. They accuse God of being a monster who 
wants them and their children to die of thirst. 
Their thirst drives them to plot the bloody              
assassination of the man who rescued them. 
God responds by using Moses to strike a rock 
from which rivers of living waters flow to 
quench their thirst for years to come. 

 

The Holy Spirit is the living water of love which 
flows from the pierced side of Jesus, the new 
Moses. What symptoms in your life suggest 
you’re spiritually dehydrated? Anger at God? 
Cynicism at your leaders? Bitter rivalry and 
bickering with others? Don’t panic. Of course 
we have those symptoms. Ask God to provide 
his water to quench your spiritual thirst, and he 
will. And all those symptoms will soon                        
disappear. 

 

— Father John Muir 

©LPi 

LENT SERVICE PROJECT 
 

Each week volunteers go out from St. Al’s and distribute bags of 
personal items, as well as lunch, water and prayers to those in 
need.  This Lent we will be collecting items for St. Al’s Street 
Ministry Blessing Bags.   

 

Items we will be collecting are travel size: 

• Soap 

• Shampoo 

• Shaving Cream 

• Hand lotion 

• Razor 

• Toothbrush 

• Toothpaste 

• Mouthwash 

• Deodorant -  Men’s & Women’s (can be full size if travel is  
              hard to find) 

• Chap Stick 

• New Wash Cloths 

 

We will be collecting donations from March 11—March 26.   
 

Our Confirmation students will be sorting and putting together 
the blessing bags at their Confirmation Retreat.   

 

You can visit our website, on the Christian Service page, to learn 
more about St. Al’s Street Ministry   

https://www.stmarkparishwarren.com/christian-service 

 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.   
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

The Pantry needs: 
Muffin Mix 
Can Peaches 
Can Pears 
 
Thank you so much 
for your donations. 

Readings for the week of March 12, 2023 
 

Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42  
 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4/Lk 4:24-30  
 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 18:21-35  
 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/Mt 5:17-19  
 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 11:14-23  
 

Friday:  Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and 17/Mk 12:28-34  
 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/Lk 18:9-14  
 

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41  

THE WORD 

 

 
 
Saturday,  March 11 
4:00 pm     Joseph Pawlica 

 Tony & Jenny Benicek 

 Ed Sienko 

 Frances Pitlock 

 Henry Gambrell 

 

Sunday, March  12 
8:30 am   Mary Elliott 

 Charlotte Venturato 

 

11:00 am  Earl & Marilyn Parrish 

 Jim Wawrzyniak 

  

Wednesday, March 15 
9:30 am     Bernardine Corbeill 

 Barbara Podgorny 

7:00 pm     The People of St. Mark  

 
 

 
Saturday,  March 18 
4:00 pm     Nancy Rezinch 

 Frances Pitlock 

 

Sunday, March  19 
8:30 am   David Vrabel 

 

11:00 am  James & Lisa Lafferty 

 Deacon George & Millie 
   Posavetz 

  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  

The Lord responded to the prayer 
of Moses with the miracle of water 
from the rock for the Israelites to 
drink. What might you ask from 
the Lord this week?  

 
Second Reading:  

Paul speaks of having “hope”       
because “the love of God has been 
poured into our hearts though the 
Holy Spirit.” How does your faith in 
Jesus give you hope?  

 

Gospel:  
Through her dialogue with Jesus, 
the Samaritan woman comes to 
the realization that Jesus is the 
Messiah. In her joy, she tells other 
Samaritans about her encounter 
with Jesus. How can you share 
your faith in Jesus with others? 
   
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“The path of poverty and self-denial (fasting), concern and acts of love 

for wounded humanity (almsgiving), and familiar dialogue with the 
Father (prayer) make it possible for us to incarnate a sincere faith, a 

living hope, and active charity. #Lent” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (March 6, 2023) 

 

 

 

Cathy Gambrell 

Theresa Hearns 

Mary Ann Hinchman 

Sean Majeske 

Steve Martin 

Dale Parrish 

Dennis Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Carlos Pena 

Frances Pitlock 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 



7 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


