
MARCH 19, 2023 

ST. MARK WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN A 
PARISH-WIDE SURVEY! 
 
St. Mark will be participating in a parish survey about 
discipleship conducted by the Catholic Leadership 

Institute! We need your help! 

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute survey 
online. The survey can be accessed through an online link 

from March 20th – April 11th and will ask you to reflect on 
your own spiritual growth and enable you to provide 
feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you grow. All 
responses will be confidential and the parish will only 
receive information about the community as whole. We 
will share the link with you a bit closer to the launch of the 
survey.  

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. 
This information will be invaluable to Fr. Stanley and our 

various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to 
be the best disciples we can be. We will receive the results 
this spring/summer at which time we will share what we 
have learned with the entire parish. 

If you require a paper copy, it may be requested through 
the Parish Office at 586 759-3020 or 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org. To submit the 
completed paper survey, please drop off at the Parish 
Office. 

 Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
Spiritual Journey 

 
“God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him 

may not die, but may have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16) 

 
Holy Mass 

Wednesdays in Lent 
9:30 am and 7 pm 

 
Stations of the Cross 
Fridays in Lent, 11 am 

 
Individual Confessions 

Saturdays in Lent, 3 pm – 3:45 pm 
St. John’s room 

 
Palm Sunday 

Saturday, April 1, 4 pm 
Sunday, April 2, 8:30 am and 11 am 

 
Holy Thursday 

April 6 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 pm, followed by 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Good Friday 
April 7 

Stations of the Cross, 12 noon 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 1 pm 

 
Holy Saturday 

April 8 
Blessing of Easter baskets, 11 am 

Easter Vigil, 8 pm 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 9 

Holy Mass, 8:30 am and 11 am 
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PARISH NOTES 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
Another in this series of questions! What am I supposed to be 
doing with my life? What is God’s plan for me? Do I go through 
the motions of daily routine – work, eat, a little TV, pray and 
sleep, only to get up the next day and do it all over again? How 
am I supposed to know what is instore for me? Sometimes I pray 
for His guidance to show me the path I am supposed to take or 
give me a map.  It can be a challenge to absorb what we read in 
(Isiah 55:8) “God’s pace not our pace and His way not ours.” 
  
The real challenge comes from distinguishing God’s vision from 
our own. Have you ever felt He is telling you something, when in 
fact it is what you want to hear? Is the Holy Spirit giving you a 
message and yet, your ears aren’t turned on?  We all need to 
have a purposeful life! “For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Jesus Christ to do good works, which God has prepared for us in 
advance.” (Ephesian 2:10) Looking into our own personal history 
of people we have met, circumstances endured, or events that 
have an impact, can help us better understand what the plan is. 
 
This is a lifelong quest. “Therefore, do not be anxious about      
tomorrow.” (Mathew 6:34)   
  

Prayer to St Patrick 
  

May the Strength of God guide us. 
May the Power of God preserve us. 
May the Wisdom of God instruct us. 

May the Hand of God protect us. 
May the Way of God direct us. 

May the Shield of God defend us. 
May the Angels of God guard us. 

– Against the snares of the evil one. 
  

May Christ be with us! 
May Christ be before us! 

May Christ be in us, 
Christ be over all! 

  
May Thy Grace, Lord, 

Always be ours, 
This day, O Lord, and forevermore. 

  
Amen. 

  
Mary Jo 

St. Mary, Our Lady Queen of Families                                     
is located at  

25320  Van Dyke,  Center Line, MI 48015 
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LITURGICAL MUSIC 

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

Entrance - Take Up Your Cross 
 
1. Take up your Cross the Savior said, if you would my disciple be; take up your cross with willing heart, 

and humbly follow after me. 

2. Take up your cross; set not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; His strength shall bear your spirit 
up, and brace your heart, and nerve your arm.         
        

Psalm - The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Presentation - Amazing Grace 
 
1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now I ’m found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; how precious did the grace      
appear the hour I first believed. 

   

Communion - Return to God 
 
Refrain: Return to God with all your heart, the source of grace and mercy; come seek the tender                
faithfulness of God. 

1. Now the time of grace has come, the day of salvation; come and learn the way of our God. Refrain 

2. I will take your heart of stone and place a heart within you, a heart of compassion and love. Refrain 

3. If you break the chains of oppression, if you set the pris’ner free; if you share your bread with the       
hungry, give protection to the lost; give a shelter to the homeless, clothe the naked in your midst, then 
the light shall break forth like the dawn.     Refrain 

 

Sending Forth - We are the Light of the World 
 
Refrain: We are the light of the world, may our light shine before all, that they may see the good that we do, 
an give glory to God. 

1. Blessed are they who are poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God, Bless us, O Lord make us poor in 
spirit; Bless us O Lord, our God. 

2. Blessed are they who are meek and humble, they will inherit the earth. Bless us, O Lord make us meek 
and humble; Bless us, O Lord our God. 
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REFLECTION 

NOT AS MAN SEES 

 
I don’t know Fr. Stu personally, but I’ve heard a 
fair number of his homilies. I think it is safe to 
assume that if he and I were to get into a        
discussion on any number of things, from 
church history to liturgical music to stand-up 
comedy, each of us would cringe at the              
opinions of the other. 
 
But Fr. Stu happens to offer just about the only 
confession time within 20 miles of me that 
consistently works with my schedule. That 
means that, quite by accident, Fr. Stu is my 
regular confessor. For years now, he’s sat           
patiently on the other side of the grille,             
listening to me pour out the details of my  
transgressions, from the pathetic to the              
embarrassing, and he absolves me of my sins. 
 
In the Gospel, Christ links vision with humility 
and pride with blindness. We see again and 
again in Scripture how God delights in                    
surprising us, in revealing himself through         
people, places, and experiences we not only 
didn’t expect but perhaps had totally written 
off.  
 
We are right to be proud of the truth, but we are 
wrong if the truth causes us to be proud of          
ourselves. The truth no more belongs to the 
one who believes it than sight belongs to the 
blind man in the Gospel. A gift does not reflect 
on the recipient. It reflects on the giver.  
 
After a great deal of thought, I’ve decided to be 
grateful that God contrived to give me a                 
confessor whom I strongly disagree with on so 
many things. It’s a powerful reminder of how 
much I must receive from other people, even 
those I may think are wrong. In that                           
confessional, Fr. Stu is only a priest, and I am 
only a sinner. 
 
“Not as man sees does God see.”   
 — 1 Samuel 16:7 
©LPi 

LENT SERVICE PROJECT 
 

Each week volunteers go out from St. Al’s and distribute bags of 
personal items, as well as lunch, water and prayers to those in 
need.  This Lent we will be collecting items for St. Al’s Street 
Ministry Blessing Bags.   

 

Items we will be collecting are travel size: 

• Soap 

• Shampoo 

• Shaving Cream 

• Hand lotion 

• Razor 

• Toothbrush 

• Toothpaste 

• Mouthwash 

• Deodorant -  Men’s & Women’s (can be full size if travel is  
              hard to find) 

• Chap Stick 

• New Wash Cloths 

 

We will be collecting donations from thru March 26.   
 

Our Confirmation students will be sorting and putting together 
the blessing bags at their Confirmation Retreat.   

 

You can visit our website, on the Christian Service page, to learn 
more about St. Al’s Street Ministry   

https://www.stmarkparishwarren.com/christian-service 

 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.   
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

The Pantry needs: 
 
Brown Rice 
White Rice 
 
Thank you so much 
for your donations. 

Readings for the week of March 19, 2023 
 

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41  
 

Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/ 
  Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a  
 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16  
 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17-30  
 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5:31-47  
 

Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  
 

Saturday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a,8b-9, 10, 11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38  
 

Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45  

THE WORD 

 

 
 
Saturday,  March 18 
4:00 pm     Nancy Rezinch 

 Frances Pitlock 

 Sophie Riys 

 Frances Szpont 

 

Sunday, March  19 
8:30 am   David Vrabel 

 

11:00 am  James & Lisa Lafferty 

 Deacon George & Millie 
   Posavetz 

 Crew of USS Franklin 

  

Wednesday, March 22 
9:30 am     Karen Taylor 

 Anthony Kasprzak 

7:00 pm     The People of St. Mark  

 
 

 
Saturday,  March 25 
4:00 pm     Edward Pelc 

 John & Veronica Pelc 

 Agnes & Raymond Grimski 

 Frances Szpont 

 

Sunday, March  26 
8:30 am   The People of St. Mark  

 

11:00 am  The People of St. Mark 

  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
Much to Samuel’s surprise, the 
Lord instructed him to anoint the 
youngest of Jesse’s sons, David, 
to be the next king of Israel. When 
have you been surprised by God? 
 
Second Reading:  
Paul urges the Ephesians: “Try to 
learn what is pleasing to the Lord.” 
What do you think pleases the 
Lord?  
 
Gospel:  
Jesus’ healing of the blind man 
created confusion, anger, and fear 
among some of the people               
witnessing this event. In a real 
sense, Jesus’ healing exposed the 
blindness of others. How do we 
prevent ourselves from being 
blind to God’s presence in this 
season of Lent?  
   

©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Thirsty for love, Jesus quenches our thirst with love.  As with the 

Samaritan woman, he comes to meet us in our daily life, he shares our 
thirst, he promises us living water that makes eternal life well up within 

us. #GospelOfTheDay (Jn 4:5-42)”  
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (March 12, 2023) 

 

Cathy Gambrell 
Theresa Hearns 

Mary Ann Hinchman 
Sean Majeske 
Steve Martin 

Tim Muir 
Darlene Muir 
Dale Parrish 

Dennis Parrish 
Marilyn Parrish 

Carlos Pena 
Frances Pitlock 
Vange Puszcz 

Betty Stein 
 

Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center 586-759-3020. 
names remain on the list for 4 weeks.  

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Master CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
St. Vincent de Paul: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  
E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


