
Report from the Parish Finance Council meeting of December 2, 2021 
 
The Finance Council met on December 2nd at 6 pm with all members in attendance.  
 
The Finance Council discussed repairs and maintenance which have been done in the past six 
months and discussed other repairs and improvements.  Upcoming work includes cosmetic 
changes to the interior of the church including repositioning the crucifix and adding different 
LED lighting.  The Buildings and Grounds committee is also getting information on costs to 
refinish the pews and to replace the carpet in the church.   Buildings and Grounds 
recommended seal coating and repairing the parking lot/playground. This work will be done in 
the summer of 2022.   
 
The Annual Report to the Diocese on finances and demographics compiled as of June 30, 2021 
was discussed.  Copies of the Annual Report are available to parishioners.   
 
The Finance Council discussed at length the question of tuition for the upcoming school year, 
2022-2023. Registration for that will begin in January.  Tuition has not changed at St. Francis for 
a number of years.   The Council agreed to change the structure of tuition so that all families 
pay the same tuition regardless of parish affiliation.  Approximately 30% of our students are not 
affiliated with St. Francis Parish.  The Finance Council agreed to raise tuition for all families to 
$3,500 for the first child and $500 less for each additional child in the school.  The current 
structure is $2,100 for parishioners and $3,400 for non-parishioners with a reduction of $100 
per child after the first child.  For three children under the current plan the tuition would be 
either $6,000 or $9,900.  Under the new tuition schedule the tuition for three children will be 
$8,500. The new tuition plan puts us more in line with St. Bridgett school, the closest 
comparable Catholic school, which charges $3,200 per student.  
 
The cost to educate a child at St. Francis exceeds $10,000 per child.  Tuition makes up only a 
portion of that with the remainder coming from fundraising and direct support from the parish.   
Fr. Olson stressed that no child would be turned away from St. Francis school because of 
money.  Tuition assistance is available to any family with demonstrated need.  
 
The Diocese of La Crosse is planning on a Capital Campaign for this upcoming year which will 
combine the Annual Appeal with a push for additional funds. The Diocese is hoping to raise 40 
million dollars.  This will begin sometime after April of 2022 with more information coming 
from the Diocese in the future.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8 pm.  


