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Pastor’s Page 

Merry Christmas! 
 
This is a time of joy because God Himself has broken into this 
world in a special way. He assumed our human nature to bring 
back the divine and human that was separated because of origi-
nal sin.  
 
We manifest that joy by giving to others. You have done that! 
You come Sunday after Sunday to give back to God yourselves. 
You contributed to the iGIVECATHOLIC campaign. You bought 
gifts for those children in need.  
 

Thank you! You are living icons of what it means to be joyful 
people.  



Parish News 

Saturday, December 25 
7:00 am Christopher Fauria 
9:00 am Dr. Everett & Melva Williams 
10:30 am Tiffany & Randy Ryan, All souls in 

purgatory and the Children of Charles 
and Ursula Fauria 

 

Sunday, December 26 
7:00 am For all parishioners  
9:00 am Shawn & Gretchen Martin & Family 
10:30 am Thanksgiving for all donors to Cath-

olic Charities, All Souls in Purgatory, 
Joan Watkins, Joseph Anthony Miranda, 
Christy King, and the Children of Charles 
& Ursula Fauria 

5:00 pm The Sherwood Family 
 

Monday, December 27 
7:00 am Christopher Fauria 

 

Tuesday, December 28 
7:00 am Ben Woods 

 

Wednesday, December 29 
7:00 am Deceased in Archdiocese Cemeteries 

 

Thursday, December 30 
7:00 am Myra Wingerter * 

 

Friday, December 31 
7:00 am Christopher Fauria 
4:00 pm Carol Arnolds 

 

Saturday, January 1 
8:00 am Rosalee Travis Cummings 
4:00pm Tiffany & Randy Ryan, in thanksgiv-

ing 

Weekly Collection 
 

December 11/12 
1st Collection 

$10,157.72 
 

2nd Collection- 
Religious Retirement 

$2,628.96 
 

December 18/19 
Due to the upcoming holidays and early 

submission deadline, collection numbers were 
not available at the time of submission. 

Check back next week for collection updates. 
 

Thank you for your  
continued generosity! 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

First Reading — Hannah gives her son Samuel 
back to the Lord, leaving him in the temple at 
Shiloh: “As long as he lives, he shall be dedicated 
to the Lord” (1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28) or Sirach 
3:2-6, 12-14. 
Psalm — Blessed are they who dwell in your 
house, O Lord (Psalm 84) or Psalm 128. 
Second Reading — We are children of God 
when we believe in the name of 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and love 
one another just as he command-
ed us (1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24) or Colos-
sians 3:12-21 [12-17]. 
Gospel — Joseph and Mary find 
the lost Jesus in the temple in the 
midst of the teachers, listening to 
them and asking questions (Luke 
2:41-52).  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

We at St. Rita hope you and your families had a very Merry 
Christmas and we wish you a blessed and happy new year! 



SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and  
 Joseph 
Monday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Tuesday: The Holy Innocents (see below) 
Wednesday: Fifth Day within the Octave of the 

Nativity of the Lord; St. Thomas Beck-
et 

Thursday: Sixth Day within the Octave of the Na-
tivity of the Lord 

Friday: Seventh Day within the Octave of the  
 Nativity of the Lord; St. Sylvester I;  
 New Year’s Eve 
Saturday: The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord;  
 Mary, the Holy Mother of God;  
 World Day of Prayer for Peace;  
 First Friday; New Year’s Day; First 

Saturday 

Pro Life News 
 

Be a life saver and join us! 
 

Peaceful, prayerful life saving apostolate in New 
Orleans at Women’s Health Care Center, 2701 
General Pershing St. and Planned Parenthood, 

4636 Claiborne Ave.   
 

Come for 10, 15, 30 minutes, or longer.  Pray out 
loud or in silence JUST COME! 

 

Mon-Thu 8am-11am at General Pershing  
Sat 8:15am-10:00am General Pershing or 

Planned Parenthood 
 

For more details email:  
Wilson Breaux xr89k@yahoo.com or  

Delores Dufour nonnifq@cox.net 

 

Mass Intentions for 2022 
 

Want to remember a loved one?   
Want to celebrate an anniversary or birthday? 

 

Mass intentions are a beautiful way to remember 
someone or a special memory you have.  

We have many dates available.  If you want a spe-
cific date for 2022, please call the office as soon 
as you can.  We need at least a weeks’ notice to 

have the intention appear in the bulletin. 
 

Each Intention is $5.  
Call the parish office to schedule. 

CHRIST IN THE CITY 
 

Christ in the City evenings in 2022 are scheduled 
for January 4, February 1, and March 8.  

 
For more information, contact James Behan at 

yam@arch-no.org.  
 

Christ in the City is sponsored by the CYO/Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry Office of the Archdio-

cese of New Orleans. 

The Story of the Holy Innocents 
 

Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular with his people be-
cause of his connections with the Romans and his religious indiffer-
ence. Hence he was insecure and fearful of any threat to his throne. 
He was a master politician and a tyrant capable of extreme brutality. 
He killed his wife, his brother, and his sister’s two husbands, to name 
only a few. 

 
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly troubled” when astrologers from the east came 
asking the whereabouts of “the newborn king of the Jews,” whose star they had seen. They were told 
that the Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place where the Messiah would be born. Herod 
cunningly told them to report back to him so that he could also “do him homage.” They found Jesus, 
offered him their gifts, and warned by an angel, avoided Herod on their way home. Jesus escaped to 
Egypt. 
 
Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 
two years old and under.” The horror of the massacre and the devastation of the mothers and fathers 
led Matthew to quote Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Ra-
chel weeping for her children…” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the wife of Jacob (Israel). She is pic-
tured as weeping at the place where the Israelites were herded together by the conquering Assyrians 
for their march into captivity. 



 

 

January 7-9 
Silent Women's Retreat -  

Blessed are the Peacemakers 
Please join us on retreat with Fr. Doug Doussan on pre-
venting and resolving conflicts from the perspective of our 
Christian Faith. 
 

January 14-16 
Silent Women's Retreat -  
Wisdom of the Journey 

Please join us on a retreat lead by Rev. Jeffrey Montz. We 
will explore essential truths to help us on our journey to-
ward union with God by drawing upon the teachings, and 
samples of the saints. 

 

January 28-30 
Silent Women's Retreat -  

Blessed are you Among Women 
Please join us on a retreat lead by Deacon Jesse Watley. In 
this retreat, we will help women to recognize their holiness 
through the events of their daily lives. 
 

For questions or to register for these retreats, contact 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans Retreat Center at 

504.267.6904 or visit their  
website:  https://neworleansretreats.com/ 

Up Coming Retreats 
January 2022 

SILVER WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

The Office of Marriage and Family Life is pleased 
to announce 

 

The annual Silver Wedding Anniversary  
Celebration on  

Sunday, March 27, 2022  
at 3:00 p.m.  

at St. Joseph Church, New Orleans 
 

This prayer service will honor couples who are 
celebrating or have recently celebrated their 

twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. 
The celebration is open to couples married  

between 1992 - 1997. 
To register, please contact the parish of-
fice before Monday, January 24, 2022 
 

Please Note: The Silver 
Wedding Anniversary cele-
bration is a prayer service, 
not a Mass and will not ful-
fil the couple’s Sunday ob-
ligation. 

Register online here:  
http://nolacatholicmen.com/ 

Archdiocese Retreat Center 

https://neworleansretreats.com/events/womens-rereat-friendship-never-ceases-to-summon-us
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/womens-rereat-friendship-never-ceases-to-summon-us
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/womens-retreat-finding-peace-in-the-midst-of-a-pandemic
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/womens-retreat-finding-peace-in-the-midst-of-a-pandemic
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/mens-retreat-relying-on-faith-in-times-of-struggle
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/mens-retreat-relying-on-faith-in-times-of-struggle


READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 
20:1a, 2-8 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 
2:13-18 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22
-35 

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4

-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

 

Looks like Santa made a 
quick trip to St. Rita’s on  

December 11/12! 
 

These are just 
some of the 

gifts we  
collected for 

our angel 
trees! 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

Reflection and prayer 
for the Feast of the  

Holy Family 
 

Reflection question: 
How can I imitate the  

Holy Family this week? 
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpo-

ration. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

 

WE PRAY 
 

The Holy Family of  
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

O God, who were pleased to give us 
the shining example of the Holy Family, 

graciously grant that we may imitate them 
in practicing the virtues of family life  

and in the bonds of charity, 
and so, in the joy of your house, 

delight one day in eternal rewards. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.   
Amen 

Hurricane Ida 
 

As we continue in the holiday spirit, let us contin-

ue to remember and keep in prayer our neigh-

bors still recovering from Hurricane Ida.   

If you would like to help, visit: 

https://www.ccano.org/disaster-response-

services/ or  

https://catholiccharitiesht.org/ida 

Prayers for Vocations 
 

This week we ask your prayers for: 
 

David Doyle & Hoang Pham 
 

Heavenly Father, You have created each of us to love You 
and your people. 

You have chosen some to serve by responding to the 
particular call to the priesthood and religious life. Send 

your Holy Spirit to stir the hearts of those You have 
designed to follow this path of spiritual leadership.  

We pray this petition, faithful and most gracious God, in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen 



St. Rita Parish Office Contacts
 

2729 Lowerline St.  
New Orleans, LA 70125 

504.866.3621 
office@stritanola.com 
www.stritanola.com 

Pastor: Rev. Patrick Carr  
Business Manager: Mrs. Melissa Mandella  

Social Worker: Mrs. Brittany Breaux 

 
St. Rita Catholic School  

 

65 Fontainebleau Dr.  
New Orleans, LA 70125 

504.866.1777 
www.stritanola.org 

Principal: Mrs. Shanda Theriot 

St. Rita Parish Ministries 
 

Do you have a calling to serve?   
Do you have a talent to share?   

If you have an interest in serving St. Rita’s Parish, please 
contact the parish office to learn more about available  

opportunities! 
 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 
Lector/Reader 
Music Ministry 

Altar Society 
Flower Ministry 

Children’s Liturgy 
Bible Study 

Small Faith Groups 
Youth Ministry 

Young Adult Ministry 
And more…. 

 

Call the parish office at 866.3621 or  
Email: office@stritanola.org 

 

For we are His handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has 
prepared in advance, that we should live in them.– Ephesians 2:10 

Parish Resources 

St. Rita Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Rita Catholic Parish is a diverse and welcoming community of faith dedicated to forming disciples of the Good News 
of Jesus Christ through Word, Sacrament, and Service. In communion with the teachings of the Catholic Church and in 
partnership with Notre Dame Seminary, St. Rita’s disciples witness to their personal faith as a community on mission, 

extending God’s presence to our New Orleans neighborhoods.  

Sacraments 
 

Infant Baptism 
Go to www.stritanola.com to download the necessary pa-
perwork.  Complete the forms and return them to the par-
ish office.  First-time parents and godparents, are expected 
to attend a Baptismal Preparation seminar prior to the bap-

tism being scheduled. The classes are offered here at St. 
Rita the first Tuesday of each month.  Please call the office 
to confirm your attendance.  Once complete, the baptism 

will be scheduled.   
 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the 

process for initiation into the Catholic Church and an op-
portunity for those interested in becoming Catholic to ex-

plore the life and teachings of Christ through prayer, study, 
reflection, and community. For information contact the 

parish office 
 

Weddings 
The policy of the Archdiocese of New Orleans requires a six 
month preparation period for marriage.  During this time, 
the couple will meet with the priest or deacon and partici-

pate in the Archdiocese marriage preparation program.  
Engaged couples should contact the parish office no later 

than six months prior to the anticipated wedding date.   
 

Funerals 
We ask that the Pastor is contacted before the family makes 
any arrangements with the funeral director.  Family mem-

bers are asked to meet with the priest to prepare for the 
funeral liturgy. 

 

St. Rita, 
pray  
for us 


