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Pastor’s Page 

Mary Garden Update! 
I want to take a moment and say THANK YOU!  Your response to our 

iGIVECATHOLIC Campaign was unbelievable.  Overall we raised over $25000
– and donations still come in each week. 

 
We actually ordered the Mary statue near the end of Oc-
tober, knowing it may take months for the casting and 
shipping.  Then the week before Christmas,  the statue 
arrived out of the blue!  She is currently being stored in 
the parish office.  Mary, Queen of Heaven 

 
In early December, I met with the landscape architect 
and showed him the location.  Last week he sent over 
his design (pictured below) and I am blown away by his 
ideas.  The Blessed Mother will be visible from the 
street corner, but using greenery and shrubs, he will 
create a  beautiful private garden, with seating. 

 

Our goal remains for a 
May blessing.  This gives 
us time for weather or 
other delays.  Expect to 
see work begin by Feb-
ruary. 

 

Mary, Queen of 
Heaven, pray for 

us! 



Parish News 

Saturday, January 8 
8:00 am Christopher Fauria 
4:00 pm  Tiffany & Randy Ryan, Mae Saia, 

Protection from storms, Anne C. Thom-
as, Rita Landry, Jacqueline Courtney, 
Nancy Roth, EJ Fontan and Christopher 
John Volpi 

 

Sunday, January 9 
7:00 am For all parishioners  
9:00 am Sister Antoinette Colonna 
10:30 am Vicki Waters, Rita Rose Meisner, 

Evan Marks, Penny Klein 
5:00 pm The Sherwood Family 

 

Monday, January 10 
7:00 am Christopher Fauria 

 

Tuesday, January 11 
7:00 am In thanksgiving for donors to Catho-

lic Charities 
 

Wednesday, January 12 
7:00 am In thanksgiving 

 

Thursday, January 13 
7:00 am Special Intention 

 

Friday, January 14 
7:00 am All souls in purgatory 

 

Saturday, January 15 
7:00 am Christopher Fauria 
4:00 pm Tiffany & Randy Ryan, Susan Ver-

rette, Protection from storms 

Weekly Collection 
 

Christmas Collection  
December 24th/25th 

$11,018.90 
 

December 26th  
1st Collection 

$11,442.64 
 

January 1/2  
1st Collection 

$9,162 
2nd Collection– Building & Maintenance 

$1,475.41 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

First Reading — Isaiah speaks of the Servant 
whom the Lord upholds; he shall bring forth jus-
tice to the nations (Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 
40:1-5, 9-11. 
Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with 
peace (Psalm 29) or Psalm 104. 
Second Reading — Jesus was anointed by God 
with the Holy Spirit; he went out healing and do-
ing good (Acts 10:34-38) or Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7. 
Gospel — A voice comes from 
heaven proclaiming Jesus as the 
beloved Son, with whom God is 
well pleased (Luke 3:15-16, 21-
22).  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lection-
ary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Mass Intentions for 2022 
 

Mass intentions are a beautiful way to remember 
someone or a special memory you have.  

We have many dates available.   
If you want a specific date for 2022, please call 

the office as soon as you can.   
 

Each Intention is $5.  
To schedule: call the parish office: 504.866.3621 

or email: office@stritanola.om 

2nd Collection this weekend 
for the Church in Latin America 

 

For many in Latin America and the Caribbean, a ris-
ing secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a short-
age of ministers all present obstacles to practicing the 

faith. Your support for this collection provides lay 
leadership training, catechesis, priestly and religious 
formation, and other programs to share our Catholic 
faith with those who long to hear the Good News of 

Christ.  
To learn more about how your gifts make a difference, 

visit www.usccb.org/latin-america. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Mk 

1:21-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10;  
 Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;  
 Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 

2:1-12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7;  
 Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday: Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:4-

11; Jn 2:1-11 

 

ANNULMENT WRITING  
WORKSHOP 

 

 The Archdiocese of New Orleans will offer a writing 
workshop for persons seeking an annulment in the 

Catholic Church or for persons responding to an an-
nulment. The workshop will be held at St. Benilde 

Parish in Metairie. The series will be for five (5) Tues-
days, January 25, February 1, February 8, February 15 

and February 22, 2022.  
Hours are 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

The materials for the series cost $25.00.  
To register go to:https://nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/

annulment-writing-workshop.  
For more information, call Cathy, 504-861-6243. 

The 2022 Archdiocese of New Orleans 
Men’s Conference will be held on  

Saturday, March 12  
at St. Catherine of Siena, Metairie.   

All men of the archdiocese are invited to 
attend!   

The day will include empowering speak-
ers, prayer, Mass, and reconciliation.  

Come reflect on what it means to be “Sons 
of the Father” 

Tickets are $45 and include a light break-
fast, lunch and t-shirt. 

 

To register and learn more,  
visit nolacatholicmen.com 

Annual Mass for the  
Victims and Survivors of Violence 

 

If you or anyone in your family has been directly 
affected by violence this past year, we would like 
to pray with you and for in you in a special way.   

 

On Sunday, February 6, Archbishop Aymond will 
celebrate the annual liturgy for the victims and 
survivors of violence at the 11am Mass at the St. 

Louis Cathedral. 
 

This mass offers an opportunity for us as a com-
munity of faith to pray for reconciliation and 

healing and to ask God’s help as we strive to build 
a better community free from violence and its 

causes. 
 

If you would like to be invited to join in this spe-
cial liturgy, please contact the parish office at 
504.866.3621 or email: office@stritanola.com 



SAINTS AND SPECIAL  
OBSERVANCES 

 

Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday: First Week in Ordinary 

Time 
Thursday: St. Hilary 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary  

 

Prayers for Vocations 
This week we ask your prayers for: 

 

Chase Masters & William Sigl 
 

Heavenly Father, You have created each of us to love You 
and your people. 

You have chosen some to serve by responding to the 
particular call to the priesthood and religious life. Send 

your Holy Spirit to stir the hearts of those You have 
designed to follow this path of spiritual leadership.  

We pray this petition, faithful and most gracious God, in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen 

 

January 14-16 
Silent Women's Retreat -  
Wisdom of the Journey 

Please join us on a retreat lead by Rev. Jeffrey Montz. We 
will explore essential truths to help us on our journey to-
ward union with God by drawing upon the teachings, and 
samples of the saints. 

 

January 28-30 
Silent Women's Retreat -  

Blessed are you Among Women 
Please join us on a retreat lead by Deacon Jesse Watley. In 
this retreat, we will help women to recognize their holiness 
through the events of their daily lives. 
 

For questions or to register for these retreats, con-
tact the Archdiocese of New Orleans Retreat Center 

at 504.267.6904 or visit their  
website:  https://neworleansretreats.com/ 

Up Coming Retreats 
January 2022 

SILVER WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

The Office of Marriage and Family Life is pleased 
to announce 

 

The annual Silver Wedding Anniversary  
Celebration on  

Sunday, March 27, 2022  
at 3:00 p.m.  

at St. Joseph Church, New Orleans 
 

This prayer service will honor couples who are 
celebrating or have recently celebrated their 

twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. 
The celebration is open to couples married  

between 1992 - 1997. 
To register, please contact the par-
ish office before Monday, January 

24, 2022 
 

Please Note: The Silver 
Wedding Anniversary 
celebration is a prayer 
service, not a Mass and 
will not fulfil the couple’s 
Sunday obligation. 

CHRIST IN THE CITY 
 

Christ in the City evenings in 2022 are scheduled 
for February 1, and March 8.  

For more information, contact James Behan at 
yam@arch-no.org.  

Christ in the City is sponsored by the CYO/Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry Office of the Archdio-

cese of New Orleans. 

https://neworleansretreats.com/events/womens-retreat-finding-peace-in-the-midst-of-a-pandemic
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/womens-retreat-finding-peace-in-the-midst-of-a-pandemic
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/mens-retreat-relying-on-faith-in-times-of-struggle
https://neworleansretreats.com/events/mens-retreat-relying-on-faith-in-times-of-struggle


“One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, And He will repay him for his good deed.” 
-Proverbs 19:17 

Christmas Turkey Distribution 

Huge thanks to Gladewaves for donating  
100 turkeys for St. Rita to distribute to the needy 

in our parish! 

Christmas Toy Distribution 

So many happy children this Christmas!  All thanks to our Par-
ish, with a little help from Gladewaves and Dominican High 

School.  We distributed over 100 gifts to many of our neighbor-
hood families. 

Thank you for your generosity! 



St. Rita Parish Office Contacts
 

2729 Lowerline St.  
New Orleans, LA 70125 

504.866.3621 
office@stritanola.com 
www.stritanola.com 

Pastor: Rev. Patrick Carr  
Business Manager: Mrs. Melissa Mandella  

Social Worker: Mrs. Brittany Breaux 

 
St. Rita Catholic School  

 

65 Fontainebleau Dr.  
New Orleans, LA 70125 

504.866.1777 
www.stritanola.org 

Principal: Mrs. Shanda Theriot 

St. Rita Parish Ministries 
 

Do you have a calling to serve?   
Do you have a talent to share?   

If you have an interest in serving St. Rita’s Parish, please 
contact the parish office to learn more about available  

opportunities! 
 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 
Lector/Reader 
Music Ministry 

Altar Society 
Flower Ministry 

Children’s Liturgy 
Bible Study 

Small Faith Groups 
Youth Ministry 

Young Adult Ministry 
And more…. 

 

Call the parish office at 866.3621 or  
Email: office@stritanola.org 

 

For we are His handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has 
prepared in advance, that we should live in them.– Ephesians 2:10 

Parish Resources 

St. Rita Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Rita Catholic Parish is a diverse and welcoming community of faith dedicated to forming disciples of the Good News 
of Jesus Christ through Word, Sacrament, and Service. In communion with the teachings of the Catholic Church and in 
partnership with Notre Dame Seminary, St. Rita’s disciples witness to their personal faith as a community on mission, 

extending God’s presence to our New Orleans neighborhoods.  

Sacraments 
 

Infant Baptism 
Go to www.stritanola.com to download the necessary pa-
perwork.  Complete the forms and return them to the par-
ish office.  First-time parents and godparents, are expected 
to attend a Baptismal Preparation seminar prior to the bap-

tism being scheduled. The classes are offered here at St. 
Rita the first Tuesday of each month.  Please call the office 
to confirm your attendance.  Once complete, the baptism 

will be scheduled.   
 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the 

process for initiation into the Catholic Church and an op-
portunity for those interested in becoming Catholic to ex-

plore the life and teachings of Christ through prayer, study, 
reflection, and community. For information contact the 

parish office 
 

Weddings 
The policy of the Archdiocese of New Orleans requires a six 
month preparation period for marriage.  During this time, 
the couple will meet with the priest or deacon and partici-

pate in the Archdiocese marriage preparation program.  
Engaged couples should contact the parish office no later 

than six months prior to the anticipated wedding date.   
 

Funerals 
We ask that the Pastor is contacted before the family makes 
any arrangements with the funeral director.  Family mem-

bers are asked to meet with the priest to prepare for the 
funeral liturgy. 

 

St. Rita, 
pray  
for us 


