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New Orleans, LA 

504.866.3621 
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Epiphany Party  
January 6, 2023 

Thank you to all who came out to our Annual Epiphany Party!  We had such a good time 
celebrating as a parish family.  I can’t wait until next year’s party! 

Pastor’s Page 



TODAY’S READINGS 
 

First Reading — The glory of the Lord shows 
through Israel, a light to all nations, that salva-
tion may reach to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 
49:3, 5-6). 
Psalm — I am here to do as you ask, O Lord 
(Psalm 40). 
Second Reading — All those 
who call upon the name of the 
Lord are called to be holy (1 Co-
rinthians 1:1-3). 
Gospel — John the Baptist tes-
tifies: The one who comes after 
me, on whom the Spirit comes 
down and remains, is the Son of 
God (John 1:29-34). 

Weekly Collection 
 

December 31/January 1 
1st Collection 

$5,460 
 

2nd Collection 
Parish Building & Maintenance 

$3,001 
 

January 7/8 
1st Collection 

$4,788 
 

Thank you for your continued 
generosity! 

Saturday, January 14 
8:00 am Protection from Storms 
4:00 pm Collette Doucette, Tiffany & Randy 

Ryan, Souls in Purgatory, In Thanksgiv-
ing for all donors to Catholic Charities, 
Blake & Amanda Douet 

 

Sunday, January 15 
7:00 am For the Parishioners of St. Rita 
9:00 am In Thanksgiving for all donors to 

Catholic Charities 
10:30 am JoAnn Suarez, PX. Thin Tran & 

Maria San Le 
5:00 pm Lloyd & Laura Melancon 
  

Monday, January 16 
7:00 am Joseph Bayhi 

 

Tuesday, January 17 
7:00 am Residents, Staff & Donors of Christo-

pher Homes 
 

Wednesday, January 18 
7:00 am  Pamela Miranda 

 

Thursday, January 19 
9:00 am Paula Walsh 
 

Friday, January 20 
7:00 am  William Gallmann, Jr. 
 

Saturday, January 21 
8:00 am Pedro Chavez 
4:00 pm Collette Doucette, Tiffany & Randy 

Ryan, Blake & Amanda Douet, In 
Thanksgiving for all Donors to Catholic 
Charities, Souls in Purgatory 

Do you love St. Rita’s masses?   
Do you come to mass at St. Rita’s each week? 

 

Are you a registered parishioner of St. Rita’s Parish? 
 

Consider making St. Rita your home parish!  We would love to have you! 
Call Melissa in the parish office:  504.866.3621 or email:  office@stritanola.com 

 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;  
 Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1

-6 
Thursday: Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 

3:7-12 
Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13

-19 
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;  
 Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday: Is 8:23 — 9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  
 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 [12-17] 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL  
OBSERVANCES 

 

Sunday: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Tuesday: St. Anthony 
Wednesday: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

begins 
Thursday: Julian Calendar Theophany 

(Epiphany) 
Friday: St. Fabian; St. Sebastian 
Saturday: St. Agnes 

SILVER WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARY  
CELEBRATION  

 
 

The Office of Marriage and Family Life is pleased 
to announce that the annual Silver Wedding An-

niversary Celebration will be held on Sunday, 
March 26, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. at St. Joseph 

Church, New Orleans.  
This prayer service will honor couples who are 

celebrating or have recently celebrated their 
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. The celebra-
tion is open to couples married between 1993 - 

1998.  
 

To register, please contact the parish of-
fice before Tuesday, January 17, 2023.  

 

Please Note: The Silver Wedding Anniversary cel-
ebration is a prayer service, not a Mass and will 

not fulfil the couple’s Sunday obligation.  

Mass Intentions for 2023 
 

Want to remember a loved one?   
Want to celebrate an anniversary or birthday? 

 
Mass intentions are a beautiful way to remem-

ber someone or a special memory you have.  
 

Each Intention is $5.   
Call the parish office to schedule. 

 
Note: If you want a specific date, we need two 

weeks notice 

 

The Story of St. Agnes 
www.catholic.org/saints/ 

 

St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD 
and raised in a Christian family. Ag-
nes was very beautiful and belonged 
to a wealthy family. Her hand in mar-
riage was highly sought after, and she 
had many high ranking men chasing 
after her. However, Agnes made a 
promise to God never to stain her pu-
rity. Her love for the Lord was great 
and she hated sin even more than 
death! 
 

Whenever a man wished to marry Agnes, she would al-
ways say, "Jesus Christ is my only Spouse."  According to 
legend, the young men she turned away became so angry 
and insulted by her devotion to God and purity that they 
began to submit her name to authorities as a Christian 
follower. 
 

She was sent to a place of sin, but an Angel protected 
her. At last, she was condemned to death. Even the pa-
gans cried to see such a young and beautiful girl going to 
death. Yet, Agnes was as happy as a bride on her wed-
ding day. She did not pay attention to those who begged 
her to save herself. "I would offend my Spouse," she said, 
"if I were to try to please you. He chose me first and He 
shall have me!" Then she prayed and bowed her head for 
the death-stroke of the sword. 
 

Other accounts of Agnes' life hold the Prefect Semproni-
us responsible for her martyrdom. It is said he con-
demned the young girl to be dragged through the streets 
naked. Some versions of the legend state that Agnes' hair 
grew instantly to cover her entire body and all the men 
who attempted to rape the beautiful virgin were immedi-
ately struck blind. 
 

The stories go on to explain that another man presided 
over Agnes' trial after Sempronius excused himself. The 
new man sentenced Agnes to death. At first, Agnes was 
tied to a stake, but either the wood would not burn or the 
flames parted away from her. This prompted an officer 
to draw his sword and behead the girl. It is believed that 
her blood, which poured out to the stadium, was soaked 
up with cloths by Christians. 
 

She died a virgin-martyr at the age of 12 or 13 on 21 Jan-
uary 304. 

 



Red Box Needs! 
 

We need: 
 

Canned vegetables  
(peas, corn, carrots) 

Canned meats  
(tuna, chicken, Vienna sausag-

es) 
Grits, oatmeal &  cereal 

Rice, pasta & pasta sauce 
Canned fruits  

(applesauce, fruit cups)  
Cereal bars, granola bars 

 

Please place donations in the bins in the back of 
church. 

 

Thank you for your continued  
support! 

Flower Ladies Needed! 
 

We have a group of ladies who create our 
beautiful flower arrangements for the altars 

in church.  They also help decorate the 
church for Easter and Christmas.   

 

They could use some additional helpers right 
now.  

 

If you have a flair for flowers, please call the 
parish office– 504.866.3621 

 

Notre Dame Seminary Event 



Communion for the 
sick & homebound 

 

If you have a friend or family 
member who is unable to attend 
Mass, they can still receive the 

sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

We can have one of our Extraordinary Minis-
ters of Holy Communion, visit them each week 

and bring the Eucharist to them, in their 
home. Call the parish office  @ 504.866.3621 

for more information. 

Get “In the know” about 
upcoming Young Adults 

events!   
 

Join the Group Me. 

Parking for Mass 
 

-Just a reminder- 
Since it gets dark early now, we just wanted to 
remind you that the school yard is available for 

parking for all masses, but especially for the 
5pm Sunday mass. 

Every Sunday Morning @ 8am 
Call the office for more information 

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND FOR 
TROUBLED MARRIAGES  

 

Retrouvaille is a program designed to provide 
help and support to married couples who are un-
dergoing difficulties in their relationship. Spon-

sored by the Catholic Church, Retrouvaille is 
open to couples of all faiths. It has proven helpful 
to couples who are troubled and stressed, or if the 

relationship has grown cold and distant.  
 

The next Retrouvaille Weekend will be 
January 13-15, 2023, at the William J. 

Kelly Retreat Center in Bay St. Louis, Mis-
sissippi.  

For registration or additional information, please 
go to the Retrouvaille website at https://

www.helpourmarriage.org/ or email 
retrouvaillenola@gmail.com. 

 



St. Rita Parish Office Contacts
 

2729 Lowerline St.  
New Orleans, LA 70125 

504.866.3621 
office@stritanola.com 
www.stritanola.com 

 

Pastor: Rev. Patrick Carr  
Business Manager: Mrs. Melissa Mandella  

Social Worker: Mrs. Brittany Breaux 

St. Rita Parish Ministries 
 

Do you have a calling to serve?   
Do you have a talent to share?   

If you have an interest in serving St. Rita’s Parish, please 
contact the parish office to learn more about available  

opportunities! 
 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 
Lector/Reader 
Music Ministry 

Altar Society 
Flower Ministry 

Bible Study/Small Faith Groups 
Young Adult Ministry 

And more…. 
 

Call the parish office at 866.3621 or  
Email: office@stritanola.org 

 

For we are His handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has pre-
pared in advance, that we should live in them.– Ephesians 2:10 

Sacraments 
 

Infant Baptism 
Go to www.stritanola.com to download the necessary paperwork.  Complete the forms and return 
them to the parish office.  First-time parents and godparents, are expected to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation seminar prior to the baptism being scheduled. The classes are offered here at St. Rita the 
first Tuesday of each month.  Please call the office to confirm your attendance.  Once complete, the 
baptism will be scheduled.   
 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the process for initiation into the Catholic 
Church and an opportunity for those interested in becoming Catholic to explore the life and teach-
ings of Christ through prayer, study, reflection, and community. For information contact the parish 
office 
 

Weddings 
The policy of the Archdiocese of New Orleans requires a six month preparation period for marriage.  
During this time, the couple will meet with the priest or deacon and participate in the Archdiocese 
marriage preparation program.  Engaged couples should contact the parish office no later than six 
months prior to the anticipated wedding date.   
 

Funerals 
We ask that the Pastor is contacted before the family makes any arrangements with the funeral di-
rector.  Family members are asked to meet with the priest to prepare for the funeral liturgy. 

St. Rita Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Rita Catholic Parish is a diverse and welcoming community of 
faith dedicated to forming disciples of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ through Word, Sacrament, and Service. In communion 

with the teachings of the Catholic Church and in partnership with 
Notre Dame Seminary, St. Rita’s disciples witness to their person-
al faith as a community on mission, extending God’s presence to 

our New Orleans neighborhoods.  

St. Rita, 
pray  
for us 

Parish Resources 


