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Kindergarten
Mrs. Einck

The kindergartners are off to a wonderful start to the new school 
year!  In the classroom, we have been busy practicing our ABC’s, 
taking a little time to rhyme, working on our numbers 0-5, sharing 
what makes our families fantastic, and learning about how God 
created the beautiful world we live in.  The kindergartners were 
excited to read their first story with words, all by themselves!  
When we aren’t hitting the books, we take some time to channel 
our creativity by building with blocks, painting pretty pictures, 
playing with Play-Doh, and even dancing to some of our favorite 
tunes.  Wishing you all a happy fall!

-Mrs. Einck and the Kindergarten crew

God blessed us with beautiful weather for our September 9th 
Grandparents Day celebration. Our day started with 
classroom visits, followed by outdoor Mass and concluded 
with bingo, socializing and treats in the gym. Thank you to: 
Kelly Coppola, Alex Wicks, Susan Peterson, Rita Dykstra, 
Nicole Remington, Sarah Harman and Jeanne Gullekson for 
their organization and hard work, and thank you to all of our 
special guests who took time to attend.

Second grade through middle school classrooms 
have brand new St. Mary's Press Catholic Children's 
Bibles. They are enjoying the colorful pictures, 
highlighted stories and tabs for easy chapter 
location. Thank you to our generous donors: Loma 
Carlson, Bob and Martha Kane, Bernie and Colleen 
Wetli and Mike and Jennie Murphy.

http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/


From The Desk of Mr. Haluska

As we move into the fourth full week of school, I feel we are off to a great start. We are coming off a summer 
where we were able to offer summer learning to students which worked out exceptionally well. Excellent 
attendance and small group learning was very productive. We are looking forward to the same type of summer 
instruction at the end of this school year. What an outstanding learning opportunity for our students. Great 
instructors and great students: a win-win!
Currently, St. Benedict School has 154 students being instructed by an outstanding staff. Where many schools 
struggled to fill their staff rosters this year, we were blessed and have all positions filled by outstanding 
instructors. 
There have been some changes in instructors in a couple grades and in a special as well. We now have Annika 
Krieg in the 1st grade classroom, Julie Frossmo in 3rd grade and our band and vocal position is filled by two 
instructors : Jen Bliven has the instrumental classes and lessons and Sarah Kowitz has the vocal music. Holly 
Reilly returns as our counselor and will be working with students two days a week instead of one as she did last 
year. 
In addition to the regular classrooms this year, we are also offering assistance to students through three 
interventionists: Mary Ann Krammen (former 3rd grade teacher), Ann Schaufenbuel (former 1st grade teacher) 
and returning reading interventionist, Megan Swanson. These interventionists will all be assisting students in 
need of additional support in their learning as well as providing more challenging assignments for higher 
performing students. In my nine years here as principal, we have never been in a better position to address the 
learning needs of all our students and help each student reach their full potential academically, spiritually and 
emotionally. 
Moving forward this school year, parental support is so important. Remember, we are all in this learning 
community together. If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact your student’s instructor or 
me.
With our current staff and the additional support we have in place, I look forward to a great year of quality 
learning for all students. This community has been blessed with a high quality Catholic school-never take what 
we have for granted. Let’s work together to make St. Benedict School the best it can be as we pray for a safe, 
rewarding year. 
May God bless us all and thank you for choosing St. Ben’s.

Steve Haluska, Principal
 

Friday Mass
Please join us live on Facebook every 
Friday morning at 9:00am for Mass.

The October Mass schedule is as follows:
Oct.   7     Grades 4th @ church
Oct. 14     Inservice No School
Oct. 21     Grades 3rd
Oct. 28     Grades 1st

https://www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-Benedict-School-171904236173069/?ref=page_internal
http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/


2nd Grade Keith Haring dancing figures

Kindergartners 
are working on 
their African 
masks

4th Grade learned 
about artist Jenn 

Stark and her 
style of drip 

painting

8th grade is creating a 
6 panel mosaic glass 

window using Van 
Gogh's sunflowers

6th Grade inspirational 
rocks-each student 

painted 2 rocks to be 
auctioned off at the 

school fundraiser along 
with a glass-infused 

cross.

3rd Grade learned 
about Pointillism and 
Divisionism with artist 

George Seurat

5th Grade created 
their own 

zentangled art 
pieces

1st Grade learned 
about sea turtles 

and how to protect 
them. Lines and 

patterns are used on 
their shells

7th Grade is creating 
glass coasters for each 
season to be auctioned 

off at the school 
fundraiser-photo is winter

Preschool 
Painter Birds

Art
Mrs. Holland



Faith in Every Student

In science class, the 4th 
graders are enjoying learning 
about mealworms and their 
transformation into darkling 
beetles. 

Math games are a fun way 
to practice multiplication 
facts.  We took advantage of 
the great September 
weather and worked 
outside!

Homecoming Fun! 
“Dress Like A Hero Day” 
We had a  Mr. Haluska 
look-alike!

PJ Day

SPIRIT DAY

OUR HERO!

4th Grade
Mrs. Kruger

Middle School Language Art 
Mrs. Jewell

The middle school classes are reading unit novels: 8th-Sounder, 7th-Where the 
Red Fern Grows, and 6th-Hatchet. Author’s craft and style of writing is analyzed 
while learning about figurative language. As they journey through the story with 
the characters, the students enrich their understanding of story elements and 
vocabulary. The seventh and eighth graders have written a couple of essays 
from the articles “Anything Is Possible'' and “Your Phone is Spying on You.” Sixth 
graders are working on descriptive writing.
The sixth graders enjoyed a 2-day field trip to Lake Meyer and put their survival 
skills to the test. They also participated in several team building activities. The 
eighth graders are working on their musical, which they will perform at Carrie 
Lee Auditorium, October 19, 2022, at 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM. “Hush!” say the 8th 
graders. “We will share the title of the musical in a couple of weeks”



WHO: Everyone (parents, grandparents, aunts/uncles and any parishioner or 
community friend) who buys groceries, gas, and STUFF! The most basic 
purchases can be made using these cards.  

WHEN: Purchases can be made through the app ANYTIME.

WHY: Rebates earned from Scrip Sales are a great way to support our 
school and our students using the purchases we are already making. 

WHAT: Scrip is a fundraising tool that parishes, schools and other organizations have 
added as an ongoing fundraiser. Scrip uses gift cards & e-cards for everyday purchases 
and special gifts  and turns them into $$ for our students without costing you a dime! With 
each purchase of scrip, a rebate of 2%-9% will be awarded to the school. This rebate can 
then be split with families to help offset tuition costs. 

WHERE: Cards may be purchased thru the RaiseRight app, found online at 
raiseright.com, or by sending an order form to the school office with a St. Ben’s student. 
Scrip will also be sold after Masses at church and before Friday Mass at school.

Amazon Smile is another great 
way to support our school with 
all your Amazon Orders

Please contact school 
for Enrollment Code.

Wisdom from Our Counselor
Holly Reilly, LMFT

Getting some of our kids to talk about their school day can be hard, especially if we want more than one-word answers like “Fine.” If we 
try to get some details, it may result in the standard, “I don’t remember.” Sometimes it gets to the point where we, as parents, do not even 
bother asking anymore because we just end up frustrated, even feeling distant from our own kids. Teens, tweens, the younger set—it can 
be any age.

Still, we should know something about how our kids spend their school days more than just “fine” and “I don’t remember.” School takes 
up most of their waking hours, and surely they were awake! We can ask teachers for updates, which is useful and necessary, especially if 
there are concerns. Checking in with our own kids every day—asking them about their day while making eye contact, giving them our full 
attention (no phones!), touching their shoulder or arm, listening instead of just hearing their responses—is such a simple but powerful 
way to connect. It doesn’t mean we have to sit down for a 30 minute heart-to-heart. Take just five minutes to forge a bond of 
I-see-you/you-matter-to-me/I-am-here-for-you.

The first couple of times I tried this with my oldest kids (who were teens at the time) felt awkward and fake. My intention was there, but I 
was not used to showing my genuine caring about their day with intentional connection. They blew me off, but I kept trying. Then they 
actually uttered more than just a word or two, which grew into some conversations that gave us both confidence and it wasn’t awkward 
most of the time. I did not reach out to touch their arm or shoulder every time, and some of our best discussions happened in the car 
where I couldn’t make eye contact either, but me repeatedly making the effort to reach out and connect with them laid the groundwork for 
those later opportunities.

As important as the way we connect (eye contact, gentle touch, no distractions, active listening, no phones) is what we say. If a yes/no 
question is asked, then yes/no is probably all we’re gonna get. So, here is a short list of queries that may help us learn a little more about 
our kids’ day.
--Tell me something you learned today. --What was your favorite thing you did today?      --What did you see today that was unkind?
--What did you do at recess? --What did you see today that was kind?                --What was your favorite part of today?
--What made you laugh today? --What was the worst part of today?
--If you could change one thing about today, what would it be?
--Do you get to choose who you sit with at lunch? 

(Yes) Who did you sit with? Why?  (No) Who would you sit with if you could choose? Why?

Yes, kids can still answer “Nothing,” or “I don’t remember.” They may look at you with that look and walk away. Or, they may share a tidbit 
from their day that you haven’t heard before. That parent-child connection is so important, that bond is irreplaceable but it takes work. 
And it can start and be strengthened with just five minutes a day of our time.

Catholic Charities School-Based Counselor
St. Benedict, Notre Dame, and St. Patrick’s Schools
319-382-6591 h.reilly@dbrarch.org

The Who, What, Where, When & Why of Scrip

https://www.raiseright.com/
https://www.raiseright.com/
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/29496/documents/2021/9/SCRIP%20Order%20Form%20921.pdf
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1498234012
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shopwithscrip.app
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-0698228
https://www.catholiccharitiesdubuque.org/


To Help us get started
click here:

https://tinyurl.com/
StBenConnected

https://tinyurl.com/StBenConnected
https://tinyurl.com/StBenConnected

