
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
1312 Dallas Street 

 Waco, Texas 76704 
Pastor/Administrator: Father Cyril Ejaidu 

Phone (254) 753-6742 
Confession: Sunday 10:00-10:25 am 

Mass: Sunday 10:30 am 
Mass: Wednesday 6:00 pm 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
May 2, 2021 

 

 

 
                            

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                             
                           
                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Parish Council Members 

Chairman: Father Cyril Ejaidu 
President: Ms. Faye Stewart 

Vice President: TBD 
Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Carolyn Brown  

 
Finance Committee: 
Mrs. Bobbie Sharkey 
 Mrs. Carolyn Brown 

 Ms. Jessica Breda 
 Mrs. Joyce Fonteneaux 
  Mr. Matthew Sheehy 

 
Other members 

Mr. Joseph Brown, Mr. Freddy 
Duron, Mr. Freeman Hayes, Mr. 

Fred Ouellette, Mr. Stanley 
Glynn, Mrs. Elvira Salinas, and  

Mrs. Yvette Guardiola 
 

Knights of Peter Claver Council 
and Court Council #385 

Grand Knight 
Mr. Joseph Quinones 

Court #385 Grand Lady 
 Mrs. Teaberta Black 

 
 

 
 

 

May 9, 2021 
 

Lectors 
Gwen Stewart 

Heather Weekley 

 

Ministry for the  
Sick and Homebound 

Mrs.Gwendolyn Stewart and 
Mrs.Carolyn Brown 

 
 

Photographer 
David Haliburton 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will 
bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5 

What a great little reminder…“Without me you can do nothing.” 
At first, hearing this may hurt.  It may hurt our pride, and we may react to this 
idea negatively.  Is it really true?  Can we really do nothing without 
God?  Obviously the answer to that is “Yes.”  Jesus does not lie.  We can do 
nothing without God in our lives. 
In fact, if God were to forget us for one moment, we would cease to 
exist.  Even our very existence depends upon God continuing to will that we 
exist.  And as for doing good, making a difference, having a productive life, etc., 
we can do nothing good without God’s grace. 
Though this may be hard to hear at first, we should ponder it regularly.  And if 
we do ponder it and embrace this truth, two things will happen in our 
souls.  First, we will grow in humility.  Humility is the most important virtue in 
which we can grow.  It’s been referred to as “the mother of all virtues.”  This is 
because from this virtue, all other virtues flow.  Humility means we realize that 
God is everything and that we need Him with a 100% need.  This humble truth 
will enable us to seek God in all things and to invite Him deeply into every part 
of our lives. 
A second thing that will happen in our souls when we realize that we can do 
nothing without God is that we will grow in gratitude.  As we see that God is 
everything AND we begin to see that He provides us with constant grace in our 
lives, our only appropriate response will be “Thank you!”  We will be grateful to 
God for everything because we will realize that everything that is good is a gift 
from Him. 
Reflect, today, upon these truths of humility and gratitude and allow them to 
sink in.  As you do, allow these virtues to grow to greater fruition in your life. 
Lord, I do believe that I can do nothing without You.  Help me to believe this 
with an even greater conviction and, as I do, help me to grow in humility and 
gratitude.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

St. John’s Offering 

          April 11, 2021 

 Regular Offering: $950.88  Building Fund: $20   

Seminarians and Priests Education and Formation: $209 

             

 

 

 

 

    



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 
 

June 4-9, 2021 - Silent Summer Retreat with Daily Conference, Mass & 
Devotion --- Join us for 2 to 5 nights on a silent retreat with one morning 
talk by Fr. Albert Haase, daily mass and an afternoon devotion. Cost with 
meals and linens vary by number of nights. 

 

Announcements 
 

Important reminder: For their safety, all children must be accompanied to 
the restroom by an adult.  
 

Catholic Charities is able to provide limited financial assistance (up to $500 per 
household) toward utilities, car payments and/or phone bills for Waco area 
residents who were financially impacted by the Texas winter storm. A form 
available in English and Spanish to collect information from those seeking 
assistance is available at www.ccctx.org/disaster-response.  
 
The Children’s Protective Services Rainbow Room is a resource used by CPS 
workers to provide items for children who have been removed from their 
homes and/or to assist families in meeting the needs of their children.   
Current needs are pull ups, wipes, diapers size NB-5, socks for infants-12yo, 
underwear for girls and boys sizes 4t-12, onesies/clothing for NB-24 months, 
Destin, toothbrushes, toothpaste and baby blankets.  Please see Faye Stewart if 
you have any questions and to make your donations. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Freeman Hayes  

 Sonja Hemstreet Gaines  Hilde Ouellette  
 Mike Wardlaw   Mildred Gradel 

Valerie Laubach   Rashaunda Sterling 
Mildred Sterling 

 



welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
sheehysoccer@yahoo.com or text her at 254-709-5398. Please submit all 
items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for 
Sunday Mass. 
 

Health and Safety Protocols 

 

 

Important Notice: We will continue to follow these protocols until May 

23, 2021 when the temporary protocols for the pandemic will be 

rescinded. At that time, Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear 

masks during Mass. Sophie Hall will continue to be available for 

overflow and those who wish to have more free space. 

 

 All parishioners are to wear masks. 

 Enter through the front door.  The side door will be locked. 

 Use the hand sanitizer provided at the entrance to the church. 

 An usher will greet you at the front door.  Please arrive early and 
allow extra time for seating.  

 You may take a 2021 missalette home and bring it back each week if 
you would like. Please bring your own material each week if you wish 
to follow along with the readings. 

 Every other pew will be blocked. Open pews will be filled.  If you 
prefer more open space, you may be seated in Sophie Hall.  If the 
church is full, ushers will then seat parishioners in Sophie Hall to 
watch the live streaming.  Communion will be available in Sophie 
Hall.   

 Ushers will allow each row to approach the blessed Eucharist for 
communion while observing social distancing.  Our bishop encourages 
us to receive communion on the hand, palm up and flat.  You may 
choose to say Amen in your heart rather than out loud. 

 After Mass, continue to wear your mask and observe social distancing 
until you reach your car. 

 We will continue to live-stream the Mass.  If you are at risk, 65 or 
older, have been advised by healthcare workers not to attend Mass, or 
sincerely believer attending would jeopardize your health or the 
protocols are not reasonable, you are still dispensed from attending 
Mass by our bishop.  We encourage you not to attend if you are at-
risk. 

mailto:sheehysoccer@yahoo.com

