
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
1312 Dallas Street 

 Waco, Texas 76704 
Pastor/Administrator: Father Cyril Ejaidu 

Phone (254) 753-6742 
Confession: Sunday 10:00-10:25 am 

Mass: Sunday 10:30 am 
Mass: Wednesday 6:00 pm 
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“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.”  John 15:13 

Love is very often understood as a strong feeling or emotion toward 
another.  When someone is strongly attracted to someone or something, they 
“love it.”  But is this love?  Is this love in the truest sense?  Not really.  Love 
certainly will have an emotional element to it, but it will not be based on 
emotions or feelings.   
So what is love?  Love is a choice.  Specifically, as Jesus identifies in the Gospel 
passage above, love is a choice to “lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”   
Laying down our lives indicates a number of things.  First, it shows that the 
nature of love is a total self gift.  Laying down your life cannot be done half 
way.  Either your life is laid down or not.  This reveals that love, in order for it to 
be love in the truest sense, is a total commitment of 100% of your life.   
This passage also reveals that love is sacrificial.  Laying down your life clearly 
shows that love requires a sort of death to self.  It requires we look to the other 
first, putting their needs before ours.  This requires true sacrifice and 
selflessness.   
We lay down our lives for others in many ways.  Some small, some big.  Most 
importantly, we must foster an attitude of deep concern for the good of every 
person.  When we do turn our eyes and hearts toward others, we will begin to 
discover countless ways to lay our lives down for them.  Small acts of kindness, 
words of affirmation, a listening ear, help with a chore, etc. are a few of the 
small ways we give of ourselves every day.  Greater acts may include a heroic 
forgiveness, love when we do not feel like being loving, giving mercy when it 
appears undeserved, and going out of our way to be there for a person when 
we do not have time in our busy schedule. 
The bottom line is that giving of ourselves until it hurts turns any small or large 
sacrifice we give into a blessing for them and a glorious reward for us.  Living a 
sacrificial life is fulfilling on many levels and is ultimately what we are made for. 
Reflect, today, upon how well you lay down your life for others, holding 
nothing back.  Do not hesitate to commit yourself to this depth of love.  By 
giving yourself completely away, you find yourself and discover the presence of 
our divine Lord. 
Lord, help me to put others first.  Help me to love until it hurts.  And in that 
loving sacrifice, help me to discover the love in Your own divine heart.  Jesus, I 
trust in You. 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 

core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

St. John’s Offering 

          May 2, 2021 

   Regular Offering: $898   

             

 

 

 

 

    



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 
 

June 4-9, 2021 - Silent Summer Retreat with Daily Conference, Mass & 
Devotion --- Join us for 2 to 5 nights on a silent retreat with one morning 
talk by Fr. Albert Haase, daily mass and an afternoon devotion. Cost with 
meals and linens vary by number of nights. 
 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Important reminder: For their safety, all children must be accompanied to 
the restroom by an adult.  
 
The Children’s Protective Services Rainbow Room is a resource used by CPS 
workers to provide items for children who have been removed from their 
homes and/or to assist families in meeting the needs of their children.   
Current needs are pull ups, wipes, diapers size NB-5, socks for infants-12yo, 
underwear for girls and boys sizes 4t-12, onesies/clothing for NB-24 months, 
Destin, toothbrushes, toothpaste and baby blankets.  Please see Faye Stewart if 
you have any questions and to make your donations. 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Freeman Hayes  

 Sonja Hemstreet Gaines  Hilde Ouellette  
 Mike Wardlaw   Martha Gradel 

Rashaunda Sterling  Mildred Sterling 

 



If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
sheehysoccer@yahoo.com or text her at 254-709-5398. Please submit all 
items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for 
Sunday Mass. 
 

Health and Safety Protocols 

 

 

Important Notice: We will continue to follow these protocols until May 
23, 2021, 
 when the temporary protocols for the pandemic are rescinded by the 
Bishop. At that time, Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks 
during Mass. Sophie Hall will continue to be available for overflow and 
those who wish to have more free space. 
 

 All parishioners are to wear masks. 

 Enter through the front door.  The side door will be locked. 

 Use the hand sanitizer provided at the entrance to the church. 

 An usher will greet you at the front door.  Please arrive early and 
allow extra time for seating.  

 You may take a 2021 missalette home and bring it back each week if 
you would like. Please bring your own material each week if you wish 
to follow along with the readings. 

 Every other pew will be blocked. Open pews will be filled.  If you 
prefer more open space, you may be seated in Sophie Hall.  If the 
church is full, ushers will then seat parishioners in Sophie Hall to 
watch the live streaming.  Communion will be available in Sophie 
Hall.   

 Ushers will allow each row to approach the blessed Eucharist for 
communion while observing social distancing.  Our bishop encourages 
us to receive communion on the hand, palm up and flat.  You may 
choose to say Amen in your heart rather than out loud. 

 After Mass, continue to wear your mask and observe social distancing 
until you reach your car. 

 We will continue to live-stream the Mass.  If you are at risk, 65 or 
older, have been advised by healthcare workers not to attend Mass, or 
sincerely believer attending would jeopardize your health or the 
protocols are not reasonable, you are still dispensed from attending 
Mass by our bishop.  We encourage you not to attend if you are at-
risk. 

mailto:sheehysoccer@yahoo.com

