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While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, gave it to 
them, and said, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, “This is my 

blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many.” Mark 14:22–24 
At the holy Mass, as soon as the priest pronounces the words of the 
consecration, transforming the bread and wine into the Body and Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Jesus Christ our Lord, he genuflects, rises, and then says, “The 
mystery of faith.” What is “the mystery of faith?” Oftentimes, when we say that 
something is a mystery, we mean that the conclusion is hidden but that there 
are certain clues to help solve the mystery. And once the mystery is solved, 
everything is clear and it is no longer a mystery. 
“The mystery of faith” is much different. Those words are spoken at Mass 
immediately after the consecration as a way of drawing the faithful into a holy 
awe and amazement of what just took place. But this mystery can only produce 
wonder and awe if the reality of what just took place is understood through the 
gift of faith. Faith is knowing and believing without perceiving the reality before 
us with our five senses or through logical deduction. In other words, faith 
produces true knowledge of a spiritual reality that can only be known, 
understood and believed through spiritual insight. Therefore, if we attend the 
Mass and have been gifted with the knowledge of faith, then as soon as the 
consecration of the bread and wine take place, we will cry out interiorly, “My 
Lord and my God!” We will know that God the Son is present before us in a 
veiled way. Our eyes do not perceive, nor do any of our senses reveal to us the 
great reality before us. We cannot rationally deduce what just took place. 
Instead, we come to know and believe that the Son of God, the Savior of the 
World, is now present before us in His fullness, under the veil of mere bread 
and wine. 
In addition to the divine presence of our Lord and our God, the entire Mystery 
of our Redemption is made present. Saint Pope John Paul II tells us that in this 
moment there is a “oneness in time” that links the Paschal Mystery, that is, the 
Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus, to every moment that the Eucharist is 
celebrated and made present through the words of consecration. And that 
unity between each Mass and the Paschal Mystery “leads us to profound 
amazement and gratitude” (Ecclesia de Eucharistia, #5). Do you sense and 
experience this profound amazement and gratitude each time you attend the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass? Do you realize as you attend the Mass and as the 
words of consecration are spoken that the entire Mystery of your redemption 
is made present before you, hidden from your eyes but visible to your soul by 
faith? Do you understand that it is God the Second Person of the Most Holy 
Trinity Who descends to us to dwell with us in that moment of time in this 
glorious Sacrament? 
Reflect, today, upon the hidden but real Mystery of Faith. Allow yourself to be 
drawn into a wonder and awe at what you are privileged to attend. Let your 
faith in the Most Holy Eucharist grow by being open to a deepening of this gift 
of faith through spiritual insight and belief. Behold this great Gift of the 



Eucharist with the eyes of faith, and you will be drawn into the wonder and 
awe that God wants to bestow upon you. 
My ever-glorious Eucharistic Lord, I do believe that You are here, made present 
in our world under the form of bread and wine, every time the Holy Mass is 
celebrated. Fill me with a deeper faith in this Holy Gift, dear Lord, so that I may 
be drawn into wonder and awe every time I witness this holy Consecration. 
Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

Diocesan News 

July 24, 2021, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm Spanish Day Retreat “La presencia de Dios en 
medio de nuestros problemas y dificultades” El retiro de este día consistirá en 2 
lecturas, la primera sera = Dios sigue iluminándonos en medio de la crisis de la 
sociedad de hoy La segunda sera= El espíritu Santo sigue trabajando en medio 
de la crisis de los principios y valores El costo del retiro será de $ 35 e incluirá el 
almuerzo. Farvor de registrarse a mas tardar para el dia 10 de julio. 

July 24, 2021, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm Spiritual Gift Retreat What are your Spiritual 
Gifts and how has our Lord called you to use them? “There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit” 1Cor.12:4. The gifts you have received in 
Baptism and Confirmation were given to be used to build up the Church. In this 
day retreatwe will reflect on the ways the Holy Spirit empowers each of us to 
serve God with the graces He has given to yield our individual spiritual gifts. 
Cost is $40 and includes lunch. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Freeman Hayes  

 Sonja Hemstreet Gaines  Hilde Ouellette  
 Mike Wardlaw    

 

St. John’s Offering 

          May 30, 2021 

 Regular Offering: $930.01 Building Fund: $20 

 Regular Offering: $1,130.99 Building Fund: $100 

  

             

 

 

 

 

    



 

Announcements 
 

The temporary protocols for the pandemic have been rescinded by the 
Bishop. Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks during Mass. We 
will continue to live-stream and Sophie Hall will be available for overflow 
and those who wish to have more free space. 
 
We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 
On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 
We will have a Parish Council Meeting on June 12th at noon in Sophie Hall. 
 
Important reminder: For their safety, all children must be accompanied to 
the restroom by an adult.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
sheehysoccer@yahoo.com or text her at 254-709-5398. Please submit all 
items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for 
Sunday Mass. 

************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 

core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 
************** 

Father Cyril and the Knights of Peter Claver
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