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He summoned the crowd again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and 
understand. Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person; but 

the things that come out from within are what defile.”  Mark 7:14–15 
Jesus speaks this passage after calling the Pharisees “hypocrites.”  He rebukes 
them for being obsessively concerned about the externals and failing to be 
attentive to the internals.  Jesus makes it clear that evil comes from within and 
that the heart should be our true concern. 
The thing that sparked Jesus’ strong rebuke of the Pharisees was the fact that 
they criticized the disciples for not washing their hands and, thus, they ate their 
meal with “unclean hands.”  What’s sad is that the Pharisees seem to make a 
huge deal about this fact.  What this reveals is that the Pharisees seemed to 
think that holiness is something that you obtain by scrupulous external 
observance of the laws and customs of the times.  But they failed to see the 
importance of what was within. 
St. Teresa of Ávila has a couple of beautiful quotes that speak of the 
importance of that which is within.  “Within you dwells your God. Enter within, 
look at Him, talk to Him, listen to Him and stay with Him in your heart.”  And, 
“Indeed, we have heaven within ourselves for the Lord of Heaven is there.” 
Jesus also points out the types of  evil that come from within. “From within 
people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, 
adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, 
folly. All these evils come from within and they defile” (Mark 7: 21–23). 
So what’s in your heart?  When you spend time alone and quietly look at your 
life, what do you see?  What is it that makes up your interior life? 
Reflect, today, upon that which is within.  Know that any sin in your heart must 
be acknowledged, confessed and purged.  Only when that is done can you 
meet God who dwells within.  Only then can you allow God to transform your 
exterior from His presence in your soul. 
Lord, please do come into my heart.  Set my heart on fire with love for 
You.  Purge my heart of all sin and allow Your divine presence to shine forth for 
all to see.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

           August 15, 2021 

Regular Offering: $1,087.98      Building Fund: $100  

Special Collection for Sudan Mission: $392.00 

    August 21, 2021 

                           Regular Offering: $1,362.98 

 

 

 

 

             

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%207.14%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%207.%2021%E2%80%9323


Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 

 

Message from Bishop Vasquez - With the recent increased spread of 
COVID-19 in our area, the Diocese of Austin continues to monitor the data 
from civic leaders and feedback from local health experts in the effort to 
keep our parishes and schools safe. We ask each person to take this latest 
rise in cases seriously and work together to protect one another. We also 
ask each pastor and administrator to implement safeguards that best fit the 
particular reality in their parish and school.  
 
The Church continues to encourage all who are eligible to take the COVID-
19 vaccine. Receiving the vaccine is not morally objectionable and is an act 
of charity toward the other members of the community, particularly those 
who are susceptible to contracting the virus. While many protocols help, 
vaccination and self-screening remain the most effective means of stopping 
the spread of the virus. With that, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith (CDF) also states that vaccination against COVID-19 is not a moral 
obligation and the decision of each individual. 

September 22, 2021, 9:30 am – 2:00 pm - Join Franciscan Father Albert as he 
gives a day retreat on the Lord’s Prayer at St. Joseph parish in Bryan. As early as 
the second century, The Lord's Prayer was referred to as a "Summary of the 
Entire Gospel. It was viewed not simply as a prayer method, but also a 
statement that incorporated all the teachings of Jesus. Cost is $40 which 
includes lunch. 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Mike Wardlaw  
 Linda Guerra   Brenda Breaux  
 Jessie Hithe   Cecelia Stewart 

George Salinas   Annaliese Rodriguez 
Robert Gradel   Gloria Johnson 
 



Announcements 

 

Father Cyril requests that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 
We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

September 19, 2021 – St. Joseph Catholic Church, Marlin, will hold its 2021 
Fall Festival.  Chicken fajita plates and dessert for $10 per plate.  Dine in or 
to go.  Serving 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  Bake sale, BINGO, live music 
entertainment, snow cones, heads or tails game – fund for the whole 
family! Live auction starts at 2:30 pm and raffel to follow! 
 
Between Jobs Waco is a start-up ministry and service for those seeking 
employment. BJW meets every Wednesday from 9:15 am – 10:30 am at 
the Crestview Community Center, 7129 Delhi Road, Waco, TX.  For more 
information contact Lynn Strang at 713-301-4380, stranglynn@gmail.com 
 
Important reminder: For their safety, all children must be accompanied to 
the restroom by an adult.  
 
We now have a webpage at www.stjohnswaco.org! More information will 
be added to the webpage in the coming weeks including the ability to make 
your offerings online.  We encourage you to visit the webpage and notify 
Celeste Sheehy if you have any suggestions for information to be included. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
sheehysoccer@yahoo.com or text her at 254-709-5398. Please submit all 
items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for 
Sunday Mass. 
 

************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 
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