
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
1312 Dallas Street 

 Waco, Texas 76704 
Website: www.stjohnswaco.org 

E-mail: saintjohn1312@yahoo.com 
Phone (254) 753-6742 

 Pastor/Administrator: Father Cyril Ejaidu 
Confession: Sunday 10:00-10:25 am 

Mass: Sunday 10:30 am 
Mass: Wednesday 6:00 pm 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 26, 2021 

 

 
                            

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                             
                           
                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Parish Council Members 

Chairman: Father Cyril Ejaidu 
President: Ms. Faye Stewart 

Vice President: TBD 
Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Carolyn Brown  

 
Finance Committee: 
Mrs. Bobbie Sharkey 
 Mrs. Carolyn Brown 

 Ms. Jessica Breda 
 Mrs. Joyce Fonteneaux 
  Mr. Matthew Sheehy 

 
Other members 

Mr. Joseph Brown, Mr. Freddy 
Duron, Mr. Stanley Glynn,  

Mrs. Sylvia Glynn, Mr. David 
Gradel, Mr. Freeman Hayes,  

Mr. Fred Ouellette,  
Mrs. Elvira Salinas, and  
Mrs. Yvette Guardiola 

 
Knights of Peter Claver Council 

and Court Council #385 
Grand Knight 

Mr. Joseph Quinones 
Court #385 Grand Lady 

 Mrs. Teaberta Black 
 

 

 

October 3, 2021 
Lectors 

To be determined 
 

Eucharistic Minister 
To be determined 

 

Ministry for the  
Sick and Homebound 

Mrs.Gwendolyn Stewart and 
Mrs.Carolyn Brown 

 

Photographer 
David Haliburton 

 
Bulletin 

 Celeste Sheehy 
 

Live-Streaming and Music 
Greg Guerra 

 
 

 



“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea.   If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for 
you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into 

the unquenchable fire.”  Mark 9:42–43 
Seriously?  Does Jesus really mean this literally?  Should we really cut off our 
hand if it causes us to sin?  He goes on to say that we should also cut off our 
foot and pluck out our eye if it causes us to sin.   
Some of the early Church Fathers see this Scripture as a reference to our 
intimate friends.  The context of this passage is that we ought not lead others 
into scandal and sin.  In fact, it would be better if we had “a great millstone” 
put around our neck and were thrown into the sea than to cause another to 
sin. 
Friends, especially close friends, are a blessing most of the time.  But they can 
also be a cause for sin.  If a good friend were to intentionally try to convince 
another friend to sin, this is a grave issue and is the heart of what Jesus is 
addressing.  What He’s saying is that if we have close friends who are 
intentionally and maliciously tempting us to turn from God, it’s better that we 
let go of that “friend” and cut him/her off.  The hand, foot or eye is a symbol of 
those friends who work hard to draw us to sin.  It’s better that these 
friendships end than to be drawn into Hell with them.  And if we are the 
“friend” drawing others to sin, it’s better for us to cut our friendship off with 
those we are tempting. 
One thing this passage reveals is the powerful natural bond of 
friendship.  Friendship is a good thing.  And when you have a close friend, you 
find great consolation in knowing your friend is deeply committed to you and 
will always be there for you.  But every friendship must be continually 
evaluated in the light of faith and truth.  Sometimes friendships can get in the 
way of our faith in God and can be a powerful influence upon us in a negative 
way.  Of course, the opposite is also true. 
Reflect, today, upon your friendships.  If you have a close and intimate friend in 
your life, reflect upon how you influence that person or how he/she influences 
you.  Make sure that Christ is the center and that faith always prevails in this 
natural bond. 
Lord, I thank You for all friendships in my life.  I thank You for giving me people 
who care.  Help me to always be a good friend and to always examine my 
friendships in the light of faith.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

      September 19, 2021 

  

                 Regular Offering: $ 1,009.99  Building Fund: $30   

 

 

 

 



************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update  
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 
 

October 15, 2021, 9:30 – 2:30 pm Spend a “Fall” day at Cedarbrake being 
renewed in the spirit by reflecting on God’s love for you through the beauty 
and silence of nature, plus His word and holy eucharist. Brian Egan, Director 
at Cedarbrake, will lead the reflections and there will be mass as part of the 
retreat day. Cost is $40 which includes lunch. 

 

Announcements 
 

Father Cyril requests that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

Deacon Greg George holds a Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:00 pm to 
discuss the coming week’s readings.  You may attend in person at St. 
Jerome’s or via Zoom.  Contact Fred Ouellette for the details if you are 
interested in attending. 
 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Mike Wardlaw  
 Linda Guerra   Jessie Hithe 

Robert Gradel   Gloria Johnson 
 



October 3, 2021 – Wear your favorite little league, soccer, high school, college 
or NFL jersey to Mass. Parish appreciation dinner immediately after 
Mass.  Menu is hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, drinks and dessert. Due to Covid, 
very limited seating inside; meals available to go for all parishoners. 
 

October 3, 2021 – In an effort to secure the long-term future of Catholic Radio 
in Central Texas, RED-C Catholic Radio KYAR 98.3 FM will be here conducting a 
pledge drive.  They will be asking parishioners to consider making pledges that 
will go toward paying off the original loan that was secured five years ago to 
purchase the station.  RED-C Catholic Radio is non-profit Catholic radio and 
exists solely by the generous donations of individuals, families, and businesses 
in Central Texas who support a strong Catholic voice on the airwaves in our 
community.  They provide support to every Catholic parish in Central Texas by 
promoting on the radio station all church events free of charge.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping them continue their mission of evangelizing the 
faith of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the Church he personally started, 
the Catholic Church. 
 
October 10, 2021 – You and your family are cordially invited to pray the Rosary 
for America at 10:00 am on the lawn in front of Planned Parenthood, 700 West 
Highway 6.  
 

Between Jobs Waco is a start-up ministry and service for those seeking 
employment. BJW meets every Wednesday from 9:15 am – 10:30 am at 
the Crestview Community Center, 7129 Delhi Road, Waco, TX.  For more 
information contact Lynn Strang at 713-301-4380, stranglynn@gmail.com 
 

We now have a webpage at www.stjohnswaco.org! More information will 
be added to the webpage in the coming weeks including the ability to make 
your offerings online.  We encourage you to visit the webpage and notify 
Celeste Sheehy if you have any suggestions for information to be included. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at  
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
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