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Court #385 Grand Lady 

 Mrs. Teaberta Black 
 

 

 

November 14, 2021 
 

Lectors 
Matt Sheehy 
Michael Tusa 

 
Eucharistic Minister 

Darren Sliva 
 

Ministry for the  
Sick and Homebound 

Mrs.Gwendolyn Stewart and 
Mrs.Carolyn Brown 

 

Photographer 
David Haliburton 

 
Bulletin 

 Celeste Sheehy 
 

Live-Streaming and Music 
Greg Guerra 

 

 



“Beware of the scribes, who like to go around in long robes and accept 
greetings in the marketplaces, seats of honor in synagogues, and places of 

honor at banquets. They devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext recite 
lengthy prayers. They will receive a very severe condemnation.” 

Mark 12:38–40 
It’s important to note here that Jesus says, “They will receive a very severe 
condemnation.”  These words are spoken from Him who is the source of mercy 
and grace.  His heart is full of kindness and compassion, He is gentle and 
forgiving, and He wants nothing other than our eternal salvation.  And yet Jesus 
is clear that the scribes will be severely condemned. 
The first thing we should think is that we do not want to be like the 
scribes!  We do not want to receive similar condemnation. Thus, we should 
avoid their state of sin.  So that begs the question, “What sin of the scribes 
earned them this severe condemnation?” 
The bottom line is that they were frauds.  They were consumed with a desire 
for “places of honor.”  They clearly treated others poorly: “They devour the 
houses of widows.”  What’s worse, they presented themselves as people of 
prayer when they clearly were not.  As a result, Jesus severely condemned 
them. 
So what do we learn from their errors?  We should learn at least the following 
two lessons: 
1) The true “place of honor” is the place of the greatest humility.  True honor, 
in the eyes of God, is found when we serve without notice and give without 
recognition.  In this way, our giving and serving are done purely out of a 
motivation of love and not self-serving intentions.  The humble person does not 
seek to be praised and honored for the love they give.  The act of giving and 
serving is itself the gift they receive. 
2) Reciting lengthy prayers is not the same as praying.  Prayer is about one 
thing.  It’s about entering into communion with God.  It’s about establishing a 
relationship with Him in a deep, beautiful and abiding way.  It’s about 
love.  Prayer is not for show or to gain the admiration of others. 
Reflect, today, upon the harsh judgment Jesus issued toward the scribes.  Know 
that this is done, in part, to teach us what to avoid in life.  Avoid all selfish 
pride.  Seek humility and true prayer and you will be greatly blessed. 
 
Lord, help me to be a person of true prayer and worship.  Help me to remain 
humble and true.  Help me to love You out of love of You alone.  Jesus, I trust in 
You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

      October 31, 2021 

                             Regular Offering: $963   Building Fund: $125 

 

             

 

 



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update  
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 
 

 

November 13, 2021, 9:00 am – 1:30 pm A retreat day explaining The Holy 
Mass, led by Fr. Paul-Michael Piega, pastor of St. Patricks in Hutto. Cost is 
$40 which includes lunch. 
 

November 30, 2021 – Join us Tuesday evening for a wine and cheese social, 
followed by dinner and an Advent reflection by Bishop Joe Vásquez. Cost is 
$30 per person. 

************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 
 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Mike Wardlaw  
 Linda Guerra   Jessie Hithe 

Robert Gradel   Gloria Johnson 
Delores Brown 
 



Announcements 
 

Father Cyril requests that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 
November 7, 2021 – Thank you to all who have given to the Catholic 
Services Appeal already!  Your generosity is helping us to reach our 
diocesan goal of 100% participation.  If you haven’t donated yet, there is 
still time to make your gift, no matter how large or small.  I invite you to 
prayerfully consider joining our diocesan mission to bring Christ’s light to 
those most in need.  We know that Christ makes all things new, and with 
our cooperation with His will, we can all work to transform the lives of 
those in need of hope.  You may complete and return your pledge card to 
the collection basket or make a secure gift online at austindiocese.org/csa. 
 
 

November 11- 14, 2021 – St. Louis Men’s Spanish ACTS Retreat.  For more 
information, contact Sergio Lugo at sergiolugo6@yahoo.com, or talk with Matt 
Sheehy or Oracio Vallejo who will be assisting with the retreat. An ACTS Retreat 
is a parish-based event which offers parishioners an opportunity to experience 
the love of Jesus Christ. This in turn fosters a desire for intentional discipleship. 
ACTS Retreats are given by parishioners for parishioners, and in this way, serve 
to build Christian community at a parish. The ACTS Retreat begins Thursday 
evening and ends with Sunday Mass in the parish. While utilizing prayer, 
service, and teaching, the ACTS Retreat meets people where they are in their 
spiritual journey and invites them to experience God in a manner that is both 
personal and communal. 
 
November 13, 2021 – The Parish Council will meet at noon in Sophie Hall. 
 

St. John’s Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxillary Court 385 will be selling 
raffle tickets after Mass until December 5, 2021. Tickets are $2 each or 6 
for $10. Prizes are a wine and cheese basket and a bath and body basket. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at  
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 

mailto:sergiolugo6@yahoo.com

