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“A voice of one crying out in the desert.  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.’”  Luke 3:4 

 
On this, the Second Sunday of Advent, we are given the person of St. John the 
Baptist to ponder.  What a gift he is!  Jesus Himself stated that “among those 
born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 
11:11).  What a compliment! 
What is it that made John so great?  We can point to two things in 
particular.  The first has to do with his calling and the second has to do with his 
virtue. 
First of all, John was great because he was the transition from the Old 
Testament Prophets to the New Testament.  He was the bridge that prepared 
for the new life to come.  His unique mission makes him truly great. 
But John was great not only because of his unique calling, he was also great 
because of the virtue he had in his life.  And it is this gift that is worth 
pondering for our own inspiration more than any other. 
The particular virtue that John had was that of humility.  He saw himself as 
nothing other than a “voice of one crying out in the desert.”  And the Word he 
spoke was Jesus.   
John acknowledged that he was not even worthy to stoop down and untie the 
sandal straps of Jesus (Mark 1:7).  He was praised by many and followed by 
many and yet he continuously said of Jesus that “He must increase and I must 
decrease” (John 3:30).  John was not in it for praise and honor; rather, his 
mission was to point everyone to the Savior of the World.  He could have 
sought the honor and praise of many and he would have certainly received 
it.  They may have even made him king.  But John was more than willing to 
fulfill his mission and then submit himself to the cruel sword of his 
executioner.  His humility was such that he was focused only on Jesus and 
desired only to point to Him. 
Reflect, today, upon this humility in your own life.  Do you tend to point to 
yourself or to Christ?  Do you seek the praise of others or do you humbly point 
all praise and glory to God?  Humility is the path that St. John the Baptist took 
and it’s the path we must strive for each and every day. 
 
Lord, thank You for the gift of St. John the Baptist.  May his witness of humility 
inspire me in my Christian walk.  Help me, Lord, to always point others to You 
rather than to myself.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

   November 21, 2021   Regular Offering: $1,052   Building Fund: $25 

   November 28, 2021   Regular Offering: $1,346.32  Building Fund: $25 

 

             

 

 

 



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update  
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 
 

Diocesan News 
 

 

December 11, 2021 9:30 am – 2:30 pm - Retiro en Español Con Padre Bruce 
Nieli  “Escuchando a Jesus con Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe” Como la Madre 
de America puede ayudarnos a escuchar en oracion las cuatro voces de su Hijo 
Jesucristo: La voz de la unidad—Amor Intimo,  La voz de la verdad—Amor 
Eterno, La voz de la bondad—Amor Sacrificado, La voz de la belleza—Amor 
Universal. Costo sera de $35 per persona. 

January 7-9, 2022 - The 4th Annual Biblical Institute will be held on January 7-9 
2022. The topic will be the “St. Paul before the Gospel Narratives.” How does 
St. Paul’s theology and message stand alone separate from the four gospels? 
What and how is Pauls’ good news communicated prior to the written gospels 
about Christ’s person, message, and reality.  The presenter will be Rev. Seán 
Charles Martin; a priest for the diocese of Dallas.  Cost is $130 for commuters, 
$230 for a shared room, and $270 for a private room. 

************** 
 

Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 
Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

 

 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Mike Wardlaw  
 Jessie Hithe    

 
 



Announcements 
 

Father Cyril requests that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 
We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 
The Catholic Services Appeal continues.  Envelopes are in the foyer if you 
would like to make a pledge or donation. Please contact Matt Sheehy if you 
have any questions. 
 
Get your free pro-life yard sign to display at your home for Advent and the 
Christmas season. The featured sign shows a beautiful mom and baby with 
a simple message, "Choose Life".  Join in solidarity with other pro-life 
families in Central Texas.  You may pick up your free yard sign at the front 
porch of  4200 Grim Avenue.  Or Pro-Life Waco will deliver a sign to you if 
you have a hard time getting out or placing the sign into the ground. (Only 
in McLennan County.)  "Signs for Advent" is brought to you by Pro-Life 
Waco with the financial support of Knights of Columbus Council 1358. 
Contact John Pisciotta 254-644-0407 or prolifewaco@gmail.com. 
 

November 26 – January 9, 2021 – The Cameron Park Zoological and Botanical 
Society will light up Cameron Park Zoo this year with its first annual holiday 
lights event Wednesday through Sunday nights. Visit to enjoy more than 
250,000 lights that will be featured in the zoo’s inner loop.  For hours and ticket 
prices, visit cameronparkzoo.com/specialevents/wild-lights or call 254-750-
8415.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at  
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

 


