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John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one 
mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  Luke 3:16–17 
Again, this Sunday, we are given the glorious witness of St. John the Baptist. In 
this sermon of John, he says that Jesus will come and baptize “with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.”  The image of being baptized “with fire” is a good one to reflect 
upon.  It especially reveals to us the deep purification Jesus desires for our 
souls.   
What does it mean to be purified?  For one thing, purification of our soul 
hurts.  But it hurts in a sweet sort of way.  Turning from sin and growing closer 
to God requires great sacrifice and surrender.  And it requires that we allow 
God to do powerful things within us.  And the most powerful thing God wants 
to do is purify us. 
Our Catholic faith reveals to us the reality of Purgatory after we die.  Purgatory 
is said to be a place of much spiritual pain, but again, in a sweet sort of 
way.  It’s painful in the sense that we are stripped of all that we hold on to that 
God wants us to let go of.  It’s painful in the sense that we endure a complete 
transformation of who we are and what we love.  We learn to love God and 
God alone.  And in the embrace of our love of God, we come to love all people. 
It’s also sweet because, as we are purified, we grow infinitely closer to God and 
grow in holiness.  This lifts the burden of sin and frees us to love as we ought.   
But our purification ought not start only in Purgatory.  We are all called to enter 
into that process of purification here and now.  We are called to heed the 
words of John the Baptist today and repent of all that keeps us from holiness of 
life. 
Reflect, today, upon the purification to which God may be calling you.  What is 
it that you hold on to that He wants you free of?  Commit yourself to the 
purifying fire of God’s love and let that love cleanse you in this Advent season. 
 
Lord, I do long to have my soul purified by You.  I do desire holiness of life.  Help 
me to begin this process here and now so that I can begin to experience the joy 
and freedom You have in store for me.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

Offering amounts for December 5, 2021, will be  

included in next week’s bulletin. 

 

             

 

 

 

 

             



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update  
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 

January 7-9, 2022 - The 4th Annual Biblical Institute will be held on January 7-9 
2022. The topic will be the “St. Paul before the Gospel Narratives.” How does 
St. Paul’s theology and message stand alone separate from the four gospels? 
What and how is Pauls’ good news communicated prior to the written gospels 
about Christ’s person, message, and reality.  The presenter will be Rev. Seán 
Charles Martin; a priest for the diocese of Dallas.  Cost is $130 for commuters, 
$230 for a shared room, and $270 for a private room. 

January 20, 2022 - Join Franciscan Father Albert as he gives a day retreat on 
the Lord’s Prayer at St. John Vianney parish in Round Rock. As early as the 
second century, The Lord's Prayer was referred to as a "Summary of the Entire 
Gospel." It was viewed not simply as a prayer method, but also a statement 
that incorporated all the teachings of Jesus. The retreat is from 9:30am to 2pm. 
Cost is $40 which includes lunch. 

************** 
 

Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 
Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Mike Wardlaw  
 Jessie Hithe    

 
 



Announcements 
 

Father Cyril requests that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

The Catholic Services Appeal continues.  Envelopes are in the foyer if you 
would like to make a pledge or donation. Please contact Matt Sheehy if you 
have any questions. 
 

Get your free pro-life yard sign to display at your home for Advent and the 
Christmas season. The featured sign shows a beautiful mom and baby with 
a simple message, "Choose Life".  You may pick up your free yard sign at the 
front porch of  4200 Grim Avenue, or Pro-Life Waco will deliver a sign to 
you if you have a hard time getting out or placing the sign into the ground. 
(Only in McLennan County.)  "Signs for Advent" is brought to you by Pro-Life 
Waco with the financial support of Knights of Columbus Council 1358. 
Contact John Pisciotta 254-644-0407 or prolifewaco@gmail.com. 
 

November 26 – January 9, 2021 – The Cameron Park Zoological and Botanical 
Society will light up Cameron Park Zoo this year with its first annual holiday 
lights event Wednesday through Sunday nights. Visit to enjoy more than 
250,000 lights that will be featured in the zoo’s inner loop.  For hours and ticket 
prices, visit cameronparkzoo.com/specialevents/wild-lights or call 254-750-
8415.  
 

December 15, 2021, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm – Parish Penance Mass  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at  
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

 


