
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
1312 Dallas Street 

 Waco, Texas 76704 
Website: www.stjohnswaco.org 

E-mail: saintjohn1312@yahoo.com 
Phone (254) 753-6742 

 Pastor/Administrator: Father Cyril Ejaidu 
Confession: Sunday 10:00-10:25 am 

Mass: Sunday 10:30 am 
Mass: Wednesday 6:00 pm 

Epiphany of the Lord 
January 2, 2022 

 

 
                            

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                             
                           
                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Parish Council Members 

Chairman: Father Cyril Ejaidu 
President: Ms. Faye Stewart 

Vice President: TBD 
Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Carolyn Brown  

 
Other members 

Mr. Joseph Brown, Mr. Freddy 
Duron, Mr. Stanley Glynn,  

Mrs. Sylvia Glynn, Mr. David 
Gradel, Mr. Freeman Hayes,  

Mr. Fred Ouellette,  
Mrs. Elvira Salinas, and  
Mrs. Yvette Guardiola 

 
Finance Committee: 
Mrs. Bobbie Sharkey 
 Mrs. Carolyn Brown 

 Ms. Jessica Breda 
 Mrs. Joyce Fonteneaux 
  Mr. Matthew Sheehy 

 
Knights of Peter Claver Council 

and Court Council #385 
Grand Knight 

Mr. Joseph Quinones 
Court #385 Grand Lady 

 Mrs. Teaberta Black 
 

 

 

January 9, 2022 
Lectors 

Faye Stewart 
Fred Ouellette 

 
Eucharistic Minister 

Destiny Maxwell 
 

Ministry for the  
Sick and Homebound 

Mrs.Gwendolyn Stewart and 
Mrs.Carolyn Brown 

 
Photographer 

David Haliburton 
 

Bulletin 
 Celeste Sheehy 

 
Live-Streaming and Music 

Greg Guerra 
 

 



On entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.  They 
prostrated themselves and did him homage.  Then they opened their 

treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.    
Matthew 2:11 

“Epiphany” means manifestation.  And the “Epiphany of the Lord” is Jesus’ 
manifestation not only to these three Magi from the East, but it’s also a 
symbolic but real manifestation of the Christ to the whole world.  These Magi, 
traveling from a foreign and non-Jewish nation, reveal that Jesus came for all 
people and all are called to adore Him. 
These Magi were “wise men” who studied the stars and were aware of the 
Jewish belief that a Messiah was coming.  They would have been versed in 
much of the wisdom of the day and would have been intrigued by the Jewish 
belief in the Messiah. 
God used what they were familiar with to call them to adore the Christ.  He 
used a star.  They understood the stars and when they saw this new and unique 
star over Bethlehem they realized that something special was happening.  So 
the first lesson we take from this for our own lives is that God will use what is 
familiar to us to call us to Himself.  Look for the “star” that God is using to call 
you.  It’s closer than you may think. 
A second thing to note is that the Magi fell prostrate before the Christ 
Child.  They laid their lives down before Him in complete surrender and 
adoration.  They set a perfect example for us.  If these astrologers from a 
foreign land could come and adore Christ in such a profound way, we must do 
the same.  Perhaps you could try literally lying down prostrate in prayer this 
day, in imitation of the Magi, or at least do so in your heart through 
prayer.  Adore Him with a complete surrender of your life. 
Lastly, the Magi bring gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  These three gifts, 
presented to our Lord, show that they acknowledged this Child as the Divine 
King who would die to save us from sin.  Gold is for a King, frankincense is a 
burnt offering to God, and myrrh is used for one who would die.  Thus, their 
adoration is grounded in the truths of who this Child is.  If we are to adore 
Christ properly, we must also honor Him in this threefold way. 
Reflect, today, upon these Magi and see them as a symbol of what you are 
called to do.  You are called from the foreign place of this world to seek out the 
Messiah.  What is God using to call you to Himself?  When you discover Him, do 
not hesitate to acknowledge the full truth of who He is, lying prostrate before 
Him in complete and humble submission. 
Lord, I love You and adore You.  I lay my life before You and surrender all.  You 
are my Divine King and Savior.  My life is Yours. (Pray three times and then 
prostrate yourself before the Lord) Jesus, I trust in You. 
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Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update  
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

Diocesan News 

January 7-9, 2022 - The 4th Annual Biblical Institute will be held on January 7-9 
2022. The topic will be the “St. Paul before the Gospel Narratives.” How does 
St. Paul’s theology and message stand alone separate from the four gospels? 
What and how is Pauls’ good news communicated prior to the written gospels 
about Christ’s person, message, and reality.  The presenter will be Rev. Seán 
Charles Martin; a priest for the diocese of Dallas.  Cost is $130 for commuters, 
$230 for a shared room, and $270 for a private room. 

January 20, 2022 - Join Franciscan Father Albert as he gives a day retreat on 
the Lord’s Prayer at St. John Vianney parish in Round Rock. As early as the 
second century, The Lord's Prayer was referred to as a "Summary of the Entire 
Gospel." It was viewed not simply as a prayer method, but also a statement 
that incorporated all the teachings of Jesus. The retreat is from 9:30am to 2pm. 
Cost is $40 which includes lunch. 

Synod 101 

 

Objective 
The objective of the current Synod is to listen, as the entire People of God, 
to what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church. We do so by listening 
together to the Word of God in Scripture and the living Tradition of the 
Church, and then by listening to one another, and especially to those at the 
margins, discerning the signs of the times. In fact, the whole 
Synodal Process aims at fostering a lived experience of discernment, 
participation, and co-responsibility, where a diversity of gifts is brought 
together for the Church’s mission in the world. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Mike Wardlaw  
 Jessie Hithe    

 



In this sense, it is clear that the purpose of this Synod is not to produce more 
documents. Rather, it is intended to inspire people to dream about the Church 
we are called to be, to make people’s hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind 
up wounds, to weave new and deeper relationships, to learn from one another, 
to build bridges, to enlighten minds, warm hearts, and restore strength to our 
hands for our common mission . Thus the objective of this Synodal Process is 
not only a series of exercises that start and stop, but rather a journey of 
growing authentically towards the communion and mission that God calls the 
Church to live out in the third millennium. This journey together will call on us 
to renew our mentalities and our ecclesial structures in order to live out God’s 
call for the Church amid the present signs of the times. Listening to the entire 
as closely as possible to God’s will. The ultimate perspective to orient this 
synodal path of the Church is to serve the dialogue of God with 
humanity and to journey together the kingdom of God . In the end, this Synodal 
Process seeks to move towards a Church that is more fruitfully at the service of 
the coming of the kingdom of heaven. 

************** 
 

Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 
Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Announcements 
 

Father Cyril requests that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

January 5, 2022, 7:00 pm – Synod 2021-2023 Parish Listening Session in 
Sophie Hall. 
 

January 8, 2022, noon – Parish Council Meeting in Sophie Hall. 
 

February 19, 2022 – 10th Annual Catholic Men’s Conference will be held from 
7:30 am – 4:30 pm at San Jose Catholic Church, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, 
TX 78704 . Tickets are free.  If you have any questions, please see Matt Sheehy. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at  
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


