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After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 

bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, ”You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.”  Luke 3:21–22 

Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of the Christmas Season and the beginning 
of Ordinary Time.  It’s a feast of transition from Jesus’ hidden life to that of His 
public ministry.  It also echoes the theme of the Epiphany in that the Baptism of 
the Lord is another manifestation announcing Jesus’ divinity to all of His first 
followers and to the disciples of John the Baptist. 
First of all, it needs to be pointed out that Jesus did not need the baptism of 
John.  John was baptizing as a call to and sign of interior repentance.  Jesus had 
no need to repent.  But, nonetheless, He comes to John.  John resists at first 
but Jesus insists.  Why did He receive baptism? 
First, by accepting the baptism of John, Jesus affirms all that John has said and 
done and affirms his sacred role of preparing the way for Jesus and for a new 
era of grace.  Therefore, the Baptism of Jesus acts as a bridge between the Old 
Testament prophets (of which John was the last) and the New Testament era of 
grace and truth.   
Second, it has been said that when Jesus entered the waters of baptism, He 
was not baptized by the waters, rather, His Baptism was one in which all the 
created waters of this world were, in a sense, “baptized” by Him.  By entering 
into the waters, Jesus sanctified water and poured forth His grace making all 
water the future source of salvation.   
Third, the Baptism of Jesus was an epiphany.  It was a moment of 
manifestation.  As He emerged from the waters, “Heaven was opened and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came 
from Heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’”  This 
manifestation of the sonship and divinity of Jesus took place in a physical, 
audible and visible form so that all present would know, without question, that 
Jesus was the Son of the Father.  Thus, His baptism was a way in which the 
Father introduced His Son and His Son’s mission to the world. 
As we prepare to begin Ordinary Time, reflect, today, upon these words of the 
Father at the Baptism of Jesus.  Hear the Father speaking to You about the 
divinity of His Son.  Turn your eyes to Jesus and prepare yourself to follow Him 
and to heed every word He speaks.  He was sent into this world to draw us to 
the Father, allow Him to fulfill that mission in your own life. 
Lord, I believe that You are the Son of the Eternal Father and the Savior of the 
World.  I believe that You have brought about a new era of grace and truth and 
that I am called to follow You wherever You lead.  As we begin this liturgical 
season of Ordinary Time, may it be a time of extraordinary grace in which I daily 
heed Your voice.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

               January 2, 2022 

                             Regular Offering: $1,559.50 

 

             



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update  
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

Diocesan News 

 

January 20, 2022 - Join Franciscan Father Albert as he gives a day retreat on 
the Lord’s Prayer at St. John Vianney parish in Round Rock. As early as the 
second century, The Lord's Prayer was referred to as a "Summary of the Entire 
Gospel." It was viewed not simply as a prayer method, but also a statement 
that incorporated all the teachings of Jesus. The retreat is from 9:30am to 2pm. 
Cost is $40 which includes lunch. 

January 28-30, 2022 - In this workshop, through lectures and DVD presentations, 
Fr. Albert Haase will address six hurdles that must be negotiated on the spiritual 
journey. Topics include dying to self, discernment, suffering, darkness, 
temptations (DVD), and inner healing. Time will be allowed for questions, 
optional discussion and mass on Sunday. The cost is $270 for a private room, 
$230 for a shared room and $130 for commuters. 

February 4-6, 2022 - This weekend workshop is offered as a support for our 
continuing education and formation as spiritual directors.  Many are the 
resources we have such education and formation, the mystical tradition among 
them.  This workshop will focus on one of the most outstanding 
representatives within that tradition, St. John of the Cross.  The perspectives 
and practical wisdom he offers for the ministry of spiritual direction have 
endured over the more than four hundred years since his death. The cost for 
this weekend workshop is $270 for a private room, $230 for a shared room and 
$130 for commuters. The price includes meals and linens. Register here or call 
us at (254) 780-2436. 

 
 
 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Mike Wardlaw  
 Jessie Hithe   Sandra Compton 

 



************** 
 

Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 
Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

 
Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Announcements 
 

Father Cyril requests that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

January 12, 2022, 6:30 pm – Synod 2021-2023 Parish Listening Session in 
Sophie Hall. 
 

February 19, 2022 – 10th Annual Catholic Men’s Conference will be held from 
7:30 am – 4:30 pm at San Jose Catholic Church, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, 
TX 78704 . Tickets are free.  If you have any questions, please see Matt Sheehy. 
Matt is trying to arrange for a van/bus to transport the men of our church 
together. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at  
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 
 

 


