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Parish Council Members 

Chairman: Father Cyril Ejaidu 
President: Ms. Faye Stewart 

Vice President: TBD 
Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Carolyn Brown  

 
Other members 

Mr. Joseph Brown, Mr. Freddy 
Duron, Mr. Freeman Hayes,  Mr. 

Stanley Glynn, Mrs. Sylvia 
Glynn, Mr. David Gradel, Mrs. 

Elvira Salinas, and  
Mrs. Yvette Guardiola 

 
Finance Committee: 
Mrs. Bobbie Sharkey 
 Mrs. Carolyn Brown 

 Ms. Jessica Breda 
 Mrs. Joyce Fonteneaux 
  Mr. Matthew Sheehy 

 
Knights of Peter Claver Council 

and Court Council #385 
Grand Knight 

Mr. Joseph Quinones 
Court #385 Grand Lady 

 Mrs. Teaberta Black 
 

 
 

 

 

March 2, 2022 
Lectors 

Darren Sliva      
Destiny Maxwell 

Eucharistic Minister 
Patsy Lehron 

 
March 6, 2022 

Lectors 
Gwen Stewart      

Heather Weekly 
 

Eucharistic Minister 
Vernessa Hall 

 
Ministry for the  

Sick and Homebound 
Mrs.Gwendolyn Stewart and 

Mrs.Carolyn Brown 
 

Photographer 
David Haliburton 

 
Bulletin 

 Celeste Sheehy 
 

Live-Streaming and Music 
Greg Guerra 

 
 
 

 



“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree                        
bear good fruit.”  Luke 6:43 

Conversely, it should be said that a good tree does bear good fruit.  This must 
be our goal.  By saying that “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit,” Jesus is 
teaching us the supernatural effect of living a holy life.  When we live a life 
grounded in Christ, the effect will be that good fruit is born from our lives.  This 
is an important spiritual principle to understand. 
Hopefully, we all want to live good lives.  We all want to make a difference in 
our world and in the lives of others for the good.  But the fundamental 
question to ask is how do we do this?  The answer is that it’s not so much a 
matter of choosing the good actions we do; rather, on a more basic and 
fundamental level, we must choose to live a life grounded in Christ, thus 
becoming a “good tree.” 
If you want to bear good fruit and make a holy and positive difference in the 
world, then you need to do one primary thing.  Work at becoming holy.  To use 
the image that Jesus gives, see yourself as a tree that is planted in the ground.  
See your roots stretching far and wide.  See yourself being nourished and 
basked in the Sun.  And see yourself growing and flourishing.  
This is the life of grace and the effect is that good fruit automatically comes 
forth.  The life of grace is accomplished by focusing upon your own health and 
spiritual well-being.  You become this “good tree” by doing the basics well.  
First, pray, pray well and pray hard.  Let your life be centered in prayer.  
Second, learn your faith.  Listen to the Gospels, learn all that God has revealed 
through the Church, read the teachings of the saints, and learn from other holy 
people.  Third, live a good sacramental life.  Go to Mass, celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, understand the grace of your Baptism, 
Confirmation, Marriage, Ordination, etc.  Know that the Sacraments nourish 
you in powerful ways and embrace that nourishment with your whole heart. 
Reflect, today, upon the important mission you have been given to go forth and 
to bear an abundance of good fruit in our world.  This mission can be 
accomplished only as a result of a life of holiness.  This holiness is only 
accomplished when your roots are firmly grounded in the life of grace.  
Embrace this life of grace through the many means that God has set before 
you, and know that the commitment you make to holiness will bring health not 
only to your own soul, but also to the souls of those whom God will touch 
through you. 
Lord, I love You and I give my life to You.  I pray that I may be planted in the 
fertile soil of Your abundant love and mercy.  Help me to be nourished by the 
life of grace You have lavished upon me and, as I grow in holiness, bring forth 
an abundance of good fruit in my life.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 

 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

                                                 February 20, 2022      

                            Regular Offering: $1,165.96    Building Fund: $25 

               Soul Food Dinner: $1,120 

 

    

             



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

 

Diocesan News 

March, 2, 2022, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm - Join us for an Ash Wednesday retreat. In 
Luke 10:38-42, Martha toiled while Mary sat at Jesus’ feet, abiding in him. Jesus 
said Mary chose “the better part.” Lent is an invitation to sit more quietly with 
Jesus and ponder His love. Learn more what abiding is and why it is “the better 
part.” Spiritual Directors Mary Pomeroy and Deacon Dan Lupo will lead this 
retreat and Franciscan Father Albert Haase will celebrate mass which includes 
distribution of ashes. The cost is $45 with lunch included. 

March 18-20, 2022 - Silent Lenten Retreat   Join us for 3 days of sacred silence 
to reflect on the depth of Jesus’ love for all. Brian Egan, Cedarbrake Director, 
will give two talks intertwined with prayer, adoration, confession, and Sunday 
mass. The cost is $270 for a private room, $230 for a shared room and $130 for 
commuters. 

************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 

core values based on love, selflessness, and service.  
 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Sandra Compton 
Jessie Hithe   Mary Rosas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

Important reminder: For their safety, all children must be accompanied to 
the restroom by an adult.  
 

Tricia Ross of Allen, Texas, author of When Wishes Change, will be the speaker 
for Second Sunday Pro-Life Gathering on March 13, 2022. Pro-Life Waco’s 
monthly luncheon/meeting is at the parish hall of St. Mary’s Church in Waco. 
An Italian buffet will be served throughout the noon hour—adults $3. Free for 
children. During the program hour from 1 to 2 PM, Tricia will speak about the 
challenges of her second pregnancy. She fought for her baby’s life knowing this 
life would last only days. For further information and to receive the Pro-Life 
Waco email newsletter, contact John Pisciotta at prolifewaco@gmail.com. 
 

St. John’s 70th Anniversary as a parish is this year!  We will celebrate in 
October. Our theme is honoring the past while celebrating the future with 
faith, hope and love.  Sign-up sheets for committees are available in the foyer. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

 


