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Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be tempted by the devil.  Luke 4:1–2a 
What a painful experience for Jesus.  If you really think about this, it can be 
difficult to understand…at least at first. 
Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Creator of the Universe, the great I AM, 
the second Person of the Most Holy Trinity, is in the desert, suffering for forty 
days while He is tempted by the devil and living among the wild beasts.  Why in 
the world would He do this and why would God the Father allow it to happen? 
 And what’s more, it says that it was actually the Holy Spirit who drove Jesus 
into the desert to experience this painful 40 days!   
Perhaps we rarely reflect upon all that Jesus endured and all that He suffered in 
His human life.  Sure, we think about the Crucifixion at times, but even that is 
often overshadowed by our knowledge that He rose.  It’s easy to miss the 
suffering He experienced throughout His life.  And it’s easy to miss the reason 
He went through all that He did go through in His humanity. 
So what’s it all about?  It’s about love for us all.  It’s about God loving us so 
much that He was willing to endure every form of hardship and human 
suffering that enters into our lives.  It’s about God being able to look us square 
in the face and say, “Yes, I do understand what you’re going through…I really 
do.”  This is love.  It’s a love so deep that God Himself was willing to experience 
our weaknesses and pain so that He would be able to meet us there, console us 
in the midst of whatever we are going through, and gently lift us out of it to the 
new life He has in store for us.  Again, this is Love! 
The Spirit “led” (Matthew’s and Luke’s versions) and even “drove” (Mark’s 
version) Jesus out into the desert.  This was a way of telling us that this 
experience was the plan and will of God.  It wasn’t something imposed upon 
Jesus by some strange happenstance.  It wasn’t bad luck or an unfortunate and 
meaningless human suffering.  No, it was suffering for a purpose.  Suffering 
with an intention.  And the intention was, in part, to experience and embrace 
all that we experience and must embrace. 
Temptation in life is real.  It’s the result of our fallen human nature.  It comes 
from our weakness but also from the evil one.  Temptation can be a heavy 
burden and cause heavy emotional and psychological pain.  And when the 
temptation is given in to, it causes an even deeper spiritual pain.  Jesus never 
gave in to the temptations in the desert, nor did He give in to temptations at 
any other time in His life.  But He endured them and suffered them.   
This tells us that He can be our strength and inspiration in the midst of 
whatever we are tempted with each and every day.  Some days we may feel 
the loneliness and isolation of one who is driven into the desert of our sins.  We 
may feel as though the wild beasts of our disordered passions are getting the 
best of us.  We may feel as though the evil one is having his way with us.  Well, 
Jesus felt this way, also.  And He freely allowed Himself to experience this in His 
humanity.  It was the will of the Father and the working of the Holy Spirit that 
drove Him to this experience.   



For these reasons, it is Jesus Himself who is able to meet you in this desert 
within.  He is there, waiting for you, looking for you, calling to you.  He is there 
in the midst of anything and everything you may be going through.  And it is 
He, the One who defeated this desert temptation, who will gently guide you 
out.  He went to the desert to meet you and to bring you back.  And just as the 
angels ministered to Jesus in this desert, so also does He send those angels to 
minister to you. 
So whether your “desert” is only a slight agitation in life right now, or if it’s a 
struggle against complete despair, Jesus wants to meet you and bring you out. 
 He conquered the desert once and for all, and He is able to conquer any desert 
in your life, also. 
Lord, I acknowledge Your perfect love for me.  I believe that You love me enough 
to endure all suffering, to understand all suffering, and to bring me out of my 
own interior dryness and pain.  May I let you be driven into the desert of my 
own soul; and there, as I encounter You, may I allow You to lead me to the cool 
and refreshing waters.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

 
 
 

 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 

March 18-20, 2022 - Silent Lenten Retreat   Join us for 3 days of sacred silence 
to reflect on the depth of Jesus’ love for all. Brian Egan, Cedarbrake Director, 
will give two talks intertwined with prayer, adoration, confession, and Sunday 
mass. The cost is $270 for a private room, $230 for a shared room and $130 for 
commuters. 

 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Sandra Compton 
Jessie Hithe    
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. John’s Offering 

                                                 February 27, 2022      

                              Regular Offering: $746     

 

 

 

    

             



Announcements 
 

Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

We will have Stations of the Cross at 6:00 pm every Friday during Lent.   
 

Go to www.dynamiccatholic.com and click on Best Lent Ever 2.0 to sign up to 
receive two free daily video reflections.  This year’s program from Matthew 
Kelly is on The Generosity Habit. 
 
Tricia Ross of Allen, Texas, author of When Wishes Change, will be the speaker 
for Second Sunday Pro-Life Gathering on March 13, 2022. Pro-Life Waco’s 
monthly luncheon/meeting is at the parish hall of St. Mary’s Church in Waco. 
An Italian buffet will be served throughout the noon hour—adults $3. Free for 
children. During the program hour from 1 to 2 PM, Tricia will speak about the 
challenges of her second pregnancy. She fought for her baby’s life knowing this 
life would last only days. For further information and to receive the Pro-Life 
Waco email newsletter, contact John Pisciotta at prolifewaco@gmail.com. 
 

St. John’s 70th Anniversary as a parish is this year!  We will celebrate in 
October. Our theme is honoring the past while celebrating the future with 
faith, hope and love.  Sign-up sheets for committees are available in the foyer. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 

 


