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Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here; let us make three 
tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  Luke 9:33 

Peter was excited, perhaps beyond any excitement he had experienced before.  
In fact, to say he was excited is most certainly an understatement.  It may be 
more appropriate to say that he was overwhelmed!  Why was this the case? 
Because he had just been given a very small glimpse of the glory and splendor 
of God! 
This is the Transfiguration.  Jesus took Peter, James and John and they went up 
a high mountain together.  These three Apostles had no idea what was coming.  
Most likely while on the way they were complaining interiorly, wondering why 
they had to go up the mountain.  But the mountain is a symbol of our upward 
journey to Heaven.  It takes focus and drive, commitment and resolve to go 
there, and it’s an elevated place, a place away from the ordinary occurrences of 
life.   
So they were on this difficult climb up the mountain and suddenly they stopped 
in shock and awe.  They saw before their eyes Jesus changed in a glorious way,  
His clothing being whiter than any white they had ever seen.  And Moses and 
Elijah, the great Law-giver and the great Prophet, were there before them 
conversing with Jesus.   
And what was going on in Peter’s head?  What was he experiencing?  He was 
experiencing a small glimpse of the glory and splendor of God.  Jesus, who up 
until this moment had kept His divinity veiled, lifted the veil ever so slightly.  
And with the lifting of that veil, His divinity shone through brighter than 
anything this world could ever contain.  And Peter, James and John did not 
know what to think.  But Peter cried out that he wanted to build three tents, 
one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elijah!  For within that momentary 
experience, he experienced the desire to remain there forever.   
So why did Jesus give these Apostles this very brief experience of His glory?  
Because they would need that taste of His goodness for the road ahead.  They 
would need to forever remember what their final destiny was.  They would 
need to hold this experience close as they endured the many crosses and 
sufferings ahead.  And they would use this experience to remind themselves 
that whatever they had to endure on the journey up the mountain of life is 
worth it.  Because on the summit is a glory so great that no hardship they 
would have to endure would ever prove to be too big. 
God wants to give that message to us through them.  He wants us to ponder 
this experience they had and He wants us to try to enter into it so that we too 
can willingly press on during the journey. 
Reflect, today, at the beginning of Lent, on the glory of God that makes the 
crosses we endure all worth it.  Take advantage of this experience of Peter, 
James and John and try to make their experience your own.  Be consoled by 
God’s glory and never forget that this is the ultimate promise He gives to all 
who press on. 
My transfigured Lord, may I be consoled by Your glory and splendor.  May I 
believe in this glory and keep it ever in my mind as I press on through the 



hardships and challenges I face.  You travel the road ahead of me and You will 
lead me on my journey if I only trust in You.  Jesus, I do trust in You 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 

March 18-20, 2022 - Silent Lenten Retreat   Join us for 3 days of sacred silence 
to reflect on the depth of Jesus’ love for all. Brian Egan, Cedarbrake Director, 
will give two talks intertwined with prayer, adoration, confession, and Sunday 
mass. The cost is $270 for a private room, $230 for a shared room and $130 for 
commuters. 

March 24, 2022, 9:30 – 2:30 pm – Listening to the Voice of God. Grow in a 
deeper relationship with God by learning how the Lord speaks to us in our 
everyday life. Franciscan Father Albert Haase will present this day at St. Vincent 

de Paul, Austin, TX, based on his bestselling book, Saying Yes: Discovering and 
Responding to God’s Will in Your Life. The cost is $45 and includes lunch. 

************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service.  

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Sandra Compton 
Jessie Hithe   JoAnn Moore and Family 
Delores Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. John’s Offering 

                                                 March 6, 2022      

          Regular Offering: $1,576.25  Building Fund: $125    

                                    Special Collection Ukraine: $313  

 

 

 

    

             



Announcements 
 

Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

We will have Stations of the Cross at 6:00 pm every Friday during Lent.   
 
March 30, 2022 – 5:30 – 6:30 pm Parish Penance Service 
 

Go to www.dynamiccatholic.com and click on Best Lent Ever 2.0 to sign up to 
receive two free daily video reflections.  This year’s program from Matthew 
Kelly is on The Generosity Habit. 
 

Do you display a pro-life yard sign? Lent is a great time to make this 
happen. You may pick up a free yard sign, with an extra sturdy holder, at the 
front door of 4200 Grim Avenue. There are five designs available. This includes 
the ever popular: “Choose Life” message with a beautiful photo of a mom and 
baby. Through Easter, Pro-Life Waco will even deliver a free yard sign to your 
home in McLennan County. Send requests to John Pisciotta 
at prolifewaco@gmail.com or (254)-644-0407. 
 

The Knights of Columbus Council  #1358 offers a fish fry every Friday during 
Lent (except Good Friday).  5515 Sanger Ave, 5 pm to 8 pm. Dine in or take out. 
Plates are $10, which includes fries, hush puppies, and coleslaw and a drink. 
For information call, 254-744-9771. 
 

St. John’s 70th Anniversary as a parish is this year!  We will celebrate in 
October. Our theme is honoring the past while celebrating the future with 
faith, hope and love.  Sign-up sheets for committees are available in the foyer. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 



 

 
 

    St. Joseph 

The month of March is dedicated to St Joseph. Joseph was the husband of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims him 
as a “just man” and the Church has turned to Joseph for his patronage and 
protection.  Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical Quamquam Pluries (On the Devotion 
to St Joseph) in 1889 explains why we place so much trust in this saint: 
 

“Thus in giving Joseph the Blessed Virgin as spouse, God appointed him to be 
not only her life’s companion, the witness of her maidenhood, the protector of 
her honor, but also, by virtue of the conjugal tie, a participator in her sublime 

dignity. And Joseph shines among all mankind by the most august dignity, since 
by divine will, he was the guardian of the Son of God and reputed as His father 

among men. 
Hence it came about that the Word of God was humbly subject to Joseph, that 
He obeyed him, and that He rendered to him all those offices that children are 

bound to render to their parents. From this two-fold dignity flowed the 
obligation which nature lays upon the head of families, so that Joseph became 

the guardian, the administrator, and the legal defender of the divine house 
whose chief he was. And during the whole course of his life he fulfilled those 

charges and those duties. 
 

…It is, then, natural and worthy that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the 
needs of the family at Nazareth and girt it about with his protection, he should 
now cover with the cloak of his heavenly patronage and defend the Church of 

Jesus Christ.” 
 



Fridays of Lent 

A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion 

 

 
St John the Baptist Catholic Church will present this immediately after the 

Stations of the Cross during the Fridays of Lent. 
 
In this study, you will discover: 
 

 The Biblical background to each scene in Christ’s passion. 

 What Jesus was going through at each moment. 

 How the Old Testament foretold of Christ’s death. 

 Why Christ died for us and what his death accomplished. 

 The meaning behind the tearing of the temple veil, the crowning with 
thorns, and other events during Christ’s Passion. 

 
Edward Sri also explains commonly misunderstood sayings of Jesus, such as: 
 

 “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass?” 

 “My God, my God why have you abandoned me?” 

 “You have said so.” 


