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“Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it and 
fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.” 

Luke 13:8–9 
Every gardener knows that good fruit is, in part, dependent upon the presence 
of good soil.  But other factors are also important in the production of good 
fruit.  The plant must be free of disease, receive water and sun, be planted in a 
warm environment, be properly pruned, and have enough space to grow.  
When all factors are present, good fruit is guaranteed.  So it is with our lives.  
The soil in which we are to be planted is the mercy of God.  And this soil is the 
richest soil attainable for the production of the virtues in our lives.  God also 
produces the sun, the rain, and the warmth that is needed for our growth.  But, 
analogously speaking, we must allow ourselves to be pruned.  We must also 
allow the soil to be fertilized and cultivated in a variety of ways.  Though Jesus 
is the Gardener of our lives, it’s also fair to say that we are the gardeners in the 
sense that we must cooperate with our Lord, relying upon the supernatural 
resources of the Creator to ensure the healthy growth of our spiritual lives so 
that the good fruit of virtue may be born in our lives. This passage above is the 
conclusion to the Parable of the Fig Tree.  Just prior to this passage, the owner 
of the vineyard, God the Father, ordered that the barren fig tree be cut down 
so that it will no longer exhaust the soil.  But our merciful Lord, sent on mission 
from the Father to till the soil of our lives, seeks to offer one more chance and 
the Father obliges out of love.  This life is that “year” by which our Lord works 
fervently to cultivate the soil around us.  We must cooperate through daily 
prayer, fidelity to His commands, acts of loving sacrifice and surrender to His 
providence.  In the end, if we allow our Lord to do all He desires, our lives will 
bear good fruit. But on the flip side, make no mistake about the fact that, if our 
lives do not bear good fruit, we will be “cut down.”  Bearing good fruit is not an 
option, it’s a must.  It’s a clear indication of our spiritual health and it will 
become the measure of our eternal reward or eternal death.  Do not be 
intimidated by such sharp language coming from our Lord.  He spoke it in love 
so that we will know the serious duty we have to bear good fruit in our lives. 
Reflect, today, upon the outward signs of your inward spiritual health.  Do you 
see the virtues sprouting forth from your life?  Are you aware of the work God 
desires to do in your soul so as to cultivate it and fertilize it with grace and 
mercy?  Say “Yes” to Him this day and allow that grace to produce an 
abundance of good fruit. 
My virtuous Lord, I invite You into my soul to cultivate it and fertilize it with 
Your grace.  Please prune my sins and help me to sink my roots deeply into the 
nourishment of Your mercy. I am sorry for the ways that I have failed to bear 
fruit in my life.  I now entrust myself to You so that Your care will remedy all my 
ills and weaknesses.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Offering 

                                                 March 13, 2022  

                 Offering amounts will be included in next week’s bulletin. 

 

 

    



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 

March 24, 2022, 9:30 – 2:30 pm – Listening to the Voice of God. Grow in a 
deeper relationship with God by learning how the Lord speaks to us in our 
everyday life. Franciscan Father Albert Haase will present this day at St. Vincent 

de Paul, Austin, TX, based on his bestselling book, Saying Yes: Discovering and 
Responding to God’s Will in Your Life. The cost is $45 and includes lunch. 
 
April 1, 2022, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm. Walking with Jesus during Holy Week Join us 
as Fr. Paul- Michael Piega leads us on a meditation of Holy Week and the 
tremendous, sacrificial love of Jesus.  The cost is $45. 
 

************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service.  

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Sandra Compton 
Jessie Hithe   JoAnn Moore and Family 
Delores Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

We will have Stations of the Cross at 6:00 pm every Friday during Lent.  St John 
the Baptist Catholic Church will present A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s 
Passion immediately after the Stations of the Cross during the Fridays of Lent.  
Come and learn more about each event of Christ’s passion. 
 

March 30, 2022 – 5:30 – 6:30 pm Parish Penance Service 
 

We will schedule a thorough cleaning of the church on a Saturday before 
Easter.  Let Faye Stewart know if you are available to help.  The more 
volunteers, the sooner we will finish.  Many hands make light work. 
 
Go to www.dynamiccatholic.com and click on Best Lent Ever 2.0 to sign up to 
receive two free daily video reflections.  This year’s program from Matthew 
Kelly is on The Generosity Habit. 
 

Do you display a pro-life yard sign? Lent is a great time to make this 
happen. You may pick up a free yard sign, with an extra sturdy holder, at the 
front door of 4200 Grim Avenue. There are five designs available. This includes 
the ever popular: “Choose Life” message with a beautiful photo of a mom and 
baby. Through Easter, Pro-Life Waco will even deliver a free yard sign to your 
home in McLennan County. Send requests to John Pisciotta 
at prolifewaco@gmail.com or (254)-644-0407. 
 

The Knights of Columbus Council  #1358 offers a fish fry every Friday during 
Lent (except Good Friday).  5515 Sanger Ave, 5 pm to 8 pm. Dine in or take out. 
Plates are $10, which includes fries, hush puppies, and coleslaw and a drink. 
For information call, 254-744-9771. 
 

St. John’s 70th Anniversary as a parish is this year!  We will celebrate in 
October. Our theme is honoring the past while celebrating the future with 
faith, hope and love.  Sign-up sheets for committees are available in the foyer. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


