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When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was 
breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the 
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. Look to it yourselves.” And 
the whole people said in reply, “His blood be upon us and upon our children.” 

Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he had Jesus scourged, he 
handed him over to be crucified. Matthew 27:24-26 

The decision had been made. Pilate had declared that he believed Jesus was 
innocent, but because of the hostility and threats of the chief priests and the 
crowds, he ordered that Jesus be crucified. This was the easiest thing for Pilate 
to do to avoid an uprising. Pilate acted in a cowardly way and then declared 
that he was innocent of Jesus’ blood. The chief priests, elders and all who were 
present cried out “His blood be upon us and upon our children.” 
What did our Blessed Mother think as she heard Pilate pronounce the sentence 
of death upon her Son? What did she think when the religious leaders and 
agitators within the crowds gave their strong vocal consent? Perhaps, as she 
continued to ponder these words, “His blood be upon us and upon our 
children,” she would have transformed that statement into her deepest prayer. 
As she stood before her Son on the Cross and contemplated these words 
spoken just hours before, our Blessed Mother would have realized they 
expressed Jesus’ deepest desire. He desired that His Precious Blood would 
indeed be poured out upon all people, including those responsible for His 
death. He would have desired that His Precious Blood would cover them all, 
washing away their sins and sanctifying them so that they could enter His 
eternal Kingdom. Mother Mary would have shared this same desire of our Lord. 
She would have forgiven the cowardice of Pilate and the harshness of the 
crowds. We are all called to shed our blood for the sanctification of others. 
Though Jesus is the one and only Savior of the World, we are called to 
participate in His offering. We are called to unite our own daily sacrifices with 
His one eternal sacrifice. To do this, we must let go of every bit of our wounded 
pride, anger, hurt and vengeance. We must desire that our own daily sacrifice 
be offered for the good of all, including those who have sinned against us. We 
must turn away from a desire for earthly justice and realize that mercy and 
forgiveness bring forth the perfection of God’s justice. Reflect, today, upon our 
Blessed Mother as she contemplated these words of the people, “His blood be 
upon us and upon our children.” Know that this became her deepest prayer 
during Jesus’ three hours on the Cross. As you contemplate Mother Mary 
praying these words, try to unite your own mistreatment, suffering and hurt to 
the Cross of Christ. Know that the free embrace of your own sacrifice can be 
turned into a blanket of grace and mercy for those who need it the most. 
My dear Mother, through the ponderings of your Immaculate Heart you were 
able to transform the harsh words of your Son’s persecutors into your own 
beautiful prayer. You were able to see that the blood shed by your Son was the 
source of grace and mercy needed, if not sought, by all. My loving Mother, pray 
for me that I may imitate your merciful heart and pray that your Son’s blood be 
poured out in abundance upon all those in need. My suffering Lord, give me the 



grace to unite my own sufferings with Yours and to unite the injustices I endure 
with the injustice of the shedding of Your Precious Blood. Help me to see all 
things through Your eyes and to love all people with Your Sacred Heart. My dear 
Mother, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 

 
April 1, 2022, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm. Walking with Jesus during Holy Week Join us 
as Fr. Paul- Michael Piega leads us on a meditation of Holy Week and the 
tremendous, sacrificial love of Jesus.  The cost is $45. 
 

Announcements 
 

Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday.  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

We will have Stations of the Cross at 6:00 pm every Friday during Lent.  St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church will present A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s 
Passion immediately after the Stations of the Cross during the Fridays of Lent.  
Come and learn more about each event of Christ’s passion. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe  
 JoAnn Moore and Family                    Delores Brown 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. John’s Offering 

   March 13, 2022   Regular offering: $1,492      Building Fund: $55 

                         March 20, 2022         Regular offering: $ 1,267.63 

 

 

    

             



From Julieann Hemstreet: My apologies!  We were to start a prayer group to 
support each other during Lent. I misplaced my list of names and I had surgery, 
but, it is never too late to pray for or with our brothers and sisters. We will 
have a zoom meeting ON TUESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:30PM starting this week. 
I’d like us to meet after Church for coffee. Our prayer emphasis will be on 
HUMILITY.  If interested call me at 254-633-5512 NOW to join us. Please 
provide your name, phone number, and your email.  

March 30, 2022 – 5:30 – 6:30 pm Parish Penance Service 

April 15, 2022 - Knight of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary court 385 will have a fish 
fry at  1312 Dallas Street, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. Fish, coleslaw, 
fries, bean, cake and a drink. Adults $12.00 Children $6.00. 
 

April 16, 2022, 9:00 am - ? - We will schedule a thorough cleaning of the 
church.  Let Faye Stewart know if you are available to help.  The more 
volunteers, the sooner we will finish.  Many hands make light work. 
 
Do you display a pro-life yard sign? Lent is a great time to make this 
happen. You may pick up a free yard sign, with an extra sturdy holder, at the 
front door of 4200 Grim Avenue. There are five designs available. This includes 
the ever popular: “Choose Life” message with a beautiful photo of a mom and 
baby. Through Easter, Pro-Life Waco will even deliver a free yard sign to your 
home in McLennan County. Send requests to John Pisciotta 
at prolifewaco@gmail.com or (254)-644-0407. 
 

The Knights of Columbus Council  #1358 offers a fish fry every Friday during 
Lent (except Good Friday).  5515 Sanger Ave, 5 pm to 8 pm. Dine in or take out. 
Plates are $10, which includes fries, hush puppies, and coleslaw and a drink. 
For information call, 254-744-9771. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


