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“Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.”  Again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  And in response, they 

went away one by one, beginning with the elders.  John 8:7–9 
This passage comes from the story of the woman caught in adultery when she 
is dragged before Jesus to see if He would support her stoning.  His response is 
perfect and, in the end, she is left alone to encounter the tender mercy of 
Jesus. 
But there is a line in this passage that is easily overlooked.  It is the line that 
states, “…beginning with the elders.”  This reveals an interesting dynamic 
within human communities.  Generally speaking, those who are younger tend 
to lack the wisdom and experience that comes with age.  Though the young 
may find it hard to admit, those who have lived a long life have a unique and 
broad picture of life.  This enables them to be far more prudent in their 
decisions and judgments, especially when it comes to the more intense 
situations in life. 
In this story, the woman is brought before Jesus with a harsh judgment.  
Emotions are high and these emotions clearly cloud the rational thinking of 
those who are ready to stone her.  Jesus cuts through this irrationality by a 
profound statement.  “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to 
throw a stone at her.”  Perhaps, at first, those who were younger or more 
emotional did not allow the words of Jesus to sink in.  They probably stood 
there with stones in hand waiting to start throwing.  But then the elders began 
to walk away.  This is age and wisdom at work.  They were less controlled by 
the emotion of the situation and were immediately aware of the wisdom of the 
words spoken by our Lord.  As a result, the others followed. 
Reflect, today, upon the wisdom that comes with age.  If you are older, reflect 
upon your responsibility to help guide the younger generation with clarity, 
firmness and love.  If you are younger, do not neglect to rely upon the wisdom 
of the older generation.  Though age is not a perfect guarantee of wisdom, it 
may be a far more significant factor than you realize.  Be open to your elders, 
show them respect, and learn from the experiences they have had in life. 
Prayer for the young: Lord, give me a true respect for my elders.  I thank you for 
their wisdom stemming from the many experiences they have had in life.  May I 
be open to their counsel and be guided by their gentle hand. 
Prayer for the elder: Lord, I thank You for my life and for the many experiences I 
have had.  I thank You for teaching me through my hardships and struggles, 
and I thank You for the joys and loves that I have encountered in life.  Continue 
to pour forth Your wisdom upon me so that I may help guide Your children.  
May I always seek to set a good example and lead them according to Your 
Heart.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Offering 

     March 20, 2022   Regular offering: $1,267.63   

               March 27, 2022 Regular Offering: $813   Building Fund: $100 

 

 

    



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 
 

April 29 – May 1, 2022 - Cedarbrake will host a weekend of rest and 
renewal for moms and female caregivers of children with physical, mental 
or intellectual disabilities and/or chronic medical issues. The weekend will 
be led by Judy Hoelscher who is a spiritual director and retired hospital 
chaplain. To register please call our office at (254) 780-2436. 
 

Announcements 
 

Father Cyril asks that we continue to wear masks during Mass.  
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday (except April 24, 2022.)  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

We will have Stations of the Cross at 6:00 pm every Friday during Lent.  St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church will present A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s 
Passion immediately after the Stations of the Cross during the Fridays of Lent.   
 

April 4, 2022, 7:00 pm – Men’s Holy League Holy Hour sponsored by the 
Central Texas Fellowship of Catholic Men will meet at St. Jerome’s Catholic 
Church. The vision is to develop a network of parish-based regular monthly 
men’s Holy Hours to provide opportunities for the faithful to unite in prayer 
and fellowship. The group meets every month at a different local parish. 
 
April 9, 2022, 12:00 noon - Parish Council Meeting will be in Sophie Hall. 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe  
 JoAnn Moore and Family                    Delores Brown 

Jerry Yubarra   Bobby Hurtado 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



April 10, 2022 - Mayra Rodriguez of Phoenix will be the speaker for Second 
Sunday Pro-Life Gathering. Hear the story of Mayra’s conversion from 
managing two Arizona abortion centers to a pro-life missionary. Pro-Life 
Waco’s monthly luncheon/meeting is at the parish hall of St. Mary’s Church in 
Waco. An Italian buffet will be served throughout the noon hour—adults $3. 
Free for children. The program hour is from 1 to 2 PM For further information 
contact John Pisciotta at prolifewaco@gmail.com or 254-644-0407. 
 
Holy Week - April 10-16, 2022 – A time to reflect on the events preceding 
Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, trial, torture, death by crucifixion and His resurrection. 
 
April 15, 2022 - Knight of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary court 385 will have a fish 
fry at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, from 11:00 am – 5:00 pm. Fish, 
coleslaw, fries, bean, dessert and a drink. Adults $12.00 Children $6.00. 
 

April 16, 2022, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon - We will have a thorough cleaning of the 
church.  Let Faye Stewart know if you are available to help.  Routine clean up 
will be on the fourth Saturday of each month from 9:00 am -12:00 noon.  The 
next clean up will be on May 21, 2022.  
 

April 16, 2022,  3:00 pm- Annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by Greater Portia 
Temple # 1255 and St. John's.   
 

Do you display a pro-life yard sign? You may pick up a free yard sign, with an 
extra sturdy holder, at the front door of 4200 Grim Avenue. There are five 
designs available. This includes the ever popular: “Choose Life” message with a 
beautiful photo of a mom and baby. Through Easter, Pro-Life Waco will even 
deliver a free yard sign to your home in McLennan County. Send requests to 
John Pisciotta at prolifewaco@gmail.com or (254)-644-0407. 
 

The Knights of Columbus Council #1358 offers a fish fry every Friday during 
Lent (except Good Friday).  5515 Sanger Ave, 5 pm to 8 pm. Dine in or take out. 
Plates are $10, which includes fries, hush puppies, and coleslaw and a drink. 
For information call, 254-744-9771. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

 


