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Alleluia!  He is Risen! 
Saying those words is like drinking a tall glass of cold water after being out in 
the desert all day.  Lent is over and it is now time to celebrate the great joy of 
Easter!  At the Easter Vigil, the Exsultet is sung as Mass begins in darkness, 
illumined only by candles throughout the church.  The Exsultet is a beautiful 
hymn of rejoicing in Christ’s triumph over sin and death.  One part states: 
O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the Death of Christ!  O 
happy fault that earned for us so great, so glorious a Redeemer! 
This line stands out because it calls the sin of Adam “necessary” and refers to it 
as “O happy fault.”  At first, this may seem strange.  Why is it that we refer to 
the sin of Adam, Original Sin, as “necessary” and “happy.”  The answer is 
Easter.  It’s because God, in His perfect wisdom and love, took sin and the 
consequence of sin (death) and used them as the means of the salvation of the 
world.  That’s what Easter is all about!   This may be hard to comprehend so it’s 
worth thinking about more deeply.  Without Adam’s sin, there would be no 
Jesus.  God would not have had to become one of us.  So even though the 
original sin of Adam, as well as all future sin, is evil and wrong, God in His 
perfect power and love chose to use it as the very means of the salvation of the 
world.  How?  By allowing the sins of the world to persecute Him and crucify 
Him, and then, by turning that suffering and death into the very means of 
salvation.  Jesus destroyed sin by destroying the consequences of sin which is 
death.  Death loses in the Resurrection!  Jesus’ Resurrection takes away the 
effects of all sin for those who cling to Him.  Easter is a time when we must do 
just that.  We must “cling” to our resurrected Lord!  We must cling to Jesus 
who is alive and well.  We must cling to His Resurrection and strive to share in 
it.  How do we cling to our Resurrected Lord?  There are many ways.  Here is 
one.  Take joy in everything.  Start with whatever it is that burdens you the 
most.  Whatever it is that makes you angry, sad or depressed.  Whatever that 
is, it can potentially become one of your greatest sources of grace and joy.  
Seriously, it can.  If the brutal Crucifixion of Jesus, the Son of God, can turn out 
to be the greatest event in all of human history, then your personal suffering, 
your burden, or even your sin can very much become a source of great joy as 
long as you let God transform it into part of His Resurrection! 
This is the meaning of Easter!  Easter means that nothing can keep us from the 
joy that God wants to give us.  Nothing can steal that joy away.  Sure, at times 
we will struggle just as Jesus did in the Agony of the Garden and the Via 
Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross), but those sufferings will not win.  The 
Resurrection won with Christ and it will win with us when we cling to Him.  
Jesus persevered and, in the end, rose victorious.  This is Easter! 
Know that God wants you to experience the joy of Easter in your life.  Let Him 
fill you with hope and with the joy that only the Resurrection can bring.  God 
wants Easter to begin now in our lives!  Happy Easter! 
My transforming Lord, help me to cling to You in Your Resurrection.  Help me to 
let you transform every cross and burden in my life into joy.  Lord, may Your joy 
fill my life and be my strength in all things.  Jesus, I trust in You. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list  
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list  
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesan News 
 

April 29 – May 1, 2022 - Cedarbrake will host a weekend of rest and 
renewal for moms and female caregivers of children with physical, mental 
or intellectual disabilities and/or chronic medical issues. The weekend will 
be led by Judy Hoelscher who is a spiritual director and retired hospital 
chaplain. To register please call our office at (254) 780-2436. 
 
May 6, 2022, 9:00 am-2:30 pm – During this trying time of war, it seems 
appropriate to reflect upon The Peace Prayer, attributed to Francis of 
Assisi. Based upon his book, SOUL TRAINING WITH THE PEACE PRAYER OF 
SAINT FRANCIS, Franciscan priest Albert Haase will explore the implications 
of the Peace Prayer and how it can shape the contours of the soul by 
challenging us to live lives of service and selflessness.  The cost is $45, lunch 
included.  This will be the second to last retreat Fr. Albert preaches before 
leaving for his new assignment in July. 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe  
 JoAnn Moore and Family                   Delores Brown  RIP 

Jerry Yubarra   Bobby Hurtado 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. John’s Offering 

   April 10, 2022 

                     Regular Offering: $1,085    Building Fund: $230 

 

 

    

             



************** 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 
Announcements 

 

Masks are now optional for Mass. Please continue to use hand sanitizer, 
and watch the live stream rather than worshipping in person if you are ill. 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday (except April 24, 2022.)  Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 
April 23, 2022, 1:00 pm – There will be Men’s Gathering for all men of St. 
John’s on the church grounds, weather permitting, or in Sophie Hall if not.  
Lunch will be provided. 
 

May 14, 2022 – the Parish Council Meeting will be at noon in Sophie Hall.  All 
50th Anniversary Committee Chairs are asked to come to the Parish Council 
meeting to give an update on your progress. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

 


