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Jesus said to his disciples: “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and 
rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness 

of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold I am sending the 

promise of my Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high.” Luke 24:46–49 

And with that, the earthly mission of Jesus was completed and He ascended 
into Heaven. Or was it? Was His mission completed? Yes, but only in the sense 
that our Lord’s work of destroying death and offering new life was 
accomplished by His life, death and resurrection. Human nature was now 
invited to share in a new life of grace. 
Prayerfully imagine standing on the mountain of the Ascension with our Lord. 
As you gaze upon Him, imagine that you were also present with Him 
throughout His public ministry. Imagine witnessing His many miracles, the way 
that He converted the hardest of hearts, the authority with which He spoke, His 
arrest, torture, death and then His Resurrection. Imagine seeing His hands and 
feet, once pierced, now radiating glory from those wounds. As you see our Lord 
in this way, imagine Him looking at you with love and saying to you that He has 
chosen to send you forth to the world to be a witness to Him and to all that you 
have seen and encountered. You are to go forth sharing the Good News of His 
life, death and resurrection with all whom you come in contact with. 
First, our Lord has, indeed, shared His entire life with you. By reading the 
Gospels, you become a firsthand witness to all that Jesus did and accomplished. 
His Word is alive, and it reveals His very Person to you, just as it did to His first 
followers. Second, Jesus does call you to go forth and to share this living Gospel 
with the world. Therefore, it is important to ponder how you can do such a 
thing. How can you give witness to the Resurrection of Christ? How can you 
change lives? How can you continue the mission of Jesus Himself? 
The promise given by our Lord to the disciples on the mountain of the 
Ascension is also a promise given to you. He is promising to send the Holy Spirit 
upon you so as to clothe you “with power from on high.” Only by receiving that 
power and using it fully will you be able to accomplish the mission that our 
Lord has given to you. Therefore, will you open yourself to the Holy Spirit and 
commit yourself to the continuation of Christ’s mission? 
If we were to fully understand the mission we have received from Jesus, it 
would fill us with a holy fear. But too often the realization of what God wants 
of us fills us with an unholy fear instead. We think about evangelizing others, 
sharing our faith, witnessing to the truth by our actions, loving our enemies and 
living for the Gospel alone, and it can appear overwhelming. If that is the case 
with you, then know that this form of unholy fear can be dispelled so that the 
gift of holy fear can take its place. Holy fear is a gift of the Holy Spirit that 
inspires us to sense the awesomeness of God and the mission we are given by 
encountering it firsthand. It motivates us, encourages us and leaves us with 
wonder and awe. From there, this and every other gift of the Holy Spirit 
enables us to fulfill the unending mission of Christ. 



Reflect, today, upon the particular mission that God has given to you. 
Prayerfully look at Jesus as He stands on the mountain of the Ascension and 
looks at you. As He does, let Him reveal to you not only His very Person, but 
also your particular sharing in His ongoing mission of sharing the Good News to 
the ends of the earth. Receive that mission with courage, joy and holy fear. 
Reverence it, savor it, ponder it and accept it. Commit yourself to this glorious 
sharing in the life of Christ by committing yourself to become a witness to 
Christ until the end of your life on earth. 
My ascended Lord, as You entered body and soul into the full and glorious 
presence of Your Father, You handed on to your disciples the duty of completing 
Your mission on earth. I hear Your call in my life, dear Lord, and commit myself 
to the glorious task of continuing that mission on earth. Please use me as You 
will and fill me with power from on high so that I may help share Your saving 
Word to the ends of the earth. Jesus, I trust in You. 
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Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 

core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 
 

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick list 
in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update the list 
weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should remain on 
the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe  
Mike Wardlaw   Ulrich Adebo 
Margret Walker   Lee Anna Brown 
Beaulah Joseph   Melissa Mansolo-Byrd 

 Erica Reyes Rosas and family 
 
 

 

 

St. John’s Offering 

   May 22, 2022  

Regular Offering: $1,062  Building Fund: $200    

  

 

             



Announcements 

 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday. Please stop by and visit for a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
St. John’s family wishes to congratulate Steven Longacre, son of Greg and 
Candice Guerra on his high school graduation! 
 
The film of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, An Ardent Heart, is  still showing in Waco 
at the Regal Jewel through  June 2, 2022.  The film is in Spanish with English 
subtitles. 
 

June 6, 2022 – Men’s Holy Hour is at 7:00 pm at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church sponsored by the Central Texas Fellowship of Catholic Men.  
Adoration and prayer followed by refreshments.  
 

June 12, 2022 - Pro-Life Waco’s monthly luncheon/meeting is at the parish hall 
of St. Mary’s Church in Waco. An Italian buffet will be served throughout the 
noon hour—adults $5. Free for children. The program hour begins at 12:45 PM 
featuring the testimony of Stephanie Lee. Stephanie is a member of St. Mary of 
the Assumption, West and resides in West, TX. The title of her message (and 
her life) is “Walk By Faith, Not By Sight”. The inspiring Stephanie Lee has been 
blind from birth.  For further information and a free pro-life yard sign, contact 
John Pisciotta at prolifewaco@gmail.com or 254-644-0407. 
 
We will have a Souvenir Book for the church’s 70th anniversary.  Please help us 
collect ads and patrons. Inside and Back Cover $175; full page $150; 1/2 page 
$75; 1/4 page $45; Business card $25; Patron $10. Teaberta Black and David 
Gradel will accept money for the ads and patron list. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 
Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 
If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday to 
allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


