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On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, 
and the people there were observing him carefully.  Luke 14:1 

What an interesting line.  This line should not be overlooked in that it reveals a 
common reaction that some have to Jesus.  What is the reaction?  It’s the 
tendency to observe Jesus carefully from a distance. 
Look at the context of this statement.  Jesus was invited to the home of a 
leading Pharisee and many other people were present.  Those who were there 
would have been considered the “movers and shakers” of that time.  They 
were the influential, wealthy, educated, and prestigious members of the 
community.  Many would have been quite concerned about their reputation 
and quite curious about Jesus since He was growing in such popularity with the 
people.  So, as a result, they were all “observing him carefully.” 
Notice the implication present in this description of their reaction to Jesus.  
Unlike the manifest sinners of that time, they did not come to Him, falling at 
His feet, begging for mercy.  Rather, they appear to be quite interested in how 
Jesus will be accepted by others, what He will say and what they should think 
about Him.  Even though it is unfortunate that they do not all completely turn 
to Jesus in faith, it’s at least good that they are attentive to Jesus and realize He 
is unique.   
This curiosity on their part is not all bad.  In fact, it may lead some of them to 
salvation.  By observing Jesus, they are clearly pondering Him, His words and 
His actions.  This is good if and only if it results in each one of them turning to 
Him in faith and choosing to embrace our Lord regardless of what others think.  
This is a risk for those consumed with their own public image.  But it’s a risk 
that is worth taking.  For those who are willing to humbly allow their 
observations to turn into true faith, their lives will change.  But in order to do 
so, they must let go of any fear they have of what others may think. 
Reflect, today, upon any tendency you have to only “observe” Jesus and His will 
from a distance.  If you find you are curious and interested in the presence of 
God around you, do not hesitate to act on this curiosity, allowing His words and 
presence to change your life.  Do not let yourself become concerned about 
what others may think.  Give your life to Him without hesitation and you will be 
eternally grateful you did. 
Lord, when I perceive Your presence in my life, give me the courage I need to 
respond.  May I never let societal pressures or pride interfere with my turning to 
You.  I love You, dear Lord.  Help me to love You without reserve.  Jesus, I trust in 
You. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Offering 

August 21, 2022 

                  Regular Offering: $885      Building Fund: $125 

  

 

             



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

Diocesean News 
 

September 16- 18, 2022 – Join us  at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center for 
an introductory retreat to learn about St. Ignatius of Loyola and the 
Spiritual Exercises he taught to help each person know, love, and serve 
Christ more deeply. The retreat will be led by Larry and Linda McKay, very 
experienced teachers of the Ignatian exercises and parishioners at St. John 
Vianney, Round Rock. The cost is $270 for a private room and $230 for a 
shared room, all meals included.  
 

September 17, 2022 – Healing Hearts, a one-day retreat held at 
Cedarbrake, led by Beverly Collin, is designed to begin the healing process 
for women who have suffered from any type of sexual trauma. Come 
together in confidence to seek healing and strength from each other and 
God. Beverly Collin is a spiritual director and worked at Cedarbrake for 18 
years. Cost is $25 and includes lunch. 

 

Announcements 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

September 12, 2022, 7: 00 pm  
 
– The Central Texas Fellowship of Catholic Men is sponsoring the Holy Hour 
Gathering at Sacred Heart, 1621 Bagby Avenue.  All men of our parish are 
invited to join for adoration, reflection, confession and praying the rosary.  
Refreshments and snacks will be served afterwards. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel  

 



 

September 18, 2022 – Holy Trinity Catholic Church of Corn Hill at 8626 FM 
1105, Jarrell,TX invites our parish to their annual Bazaar.  Holly Mass will be 
celebrated at 10:30 am.  BBQ and fried chicken will be served 11:00 am – 
1:00 pm (adults$13/children $6).  Live polka music, children’s games, live 
and silent auctions, bingo and kolaches for sale.   
 
September 29 – October 2, 2022 - This is an invitation for all men seeking a 
deeper relationship with God and an opportunity to grow in faith to attend the  
English Men’s ACTS Retreat. Registration forms are available online at St. Louis 
Catholic Church website https://stlouiswaco.com/acts-ministry or at the office. 
For additional information please contact: Justin Havelka - 254-315-9655;  
Kyle Lewie - 254-717-4426; Bill Ward - 703-895-8220; Lambert Havelka - 254-
715-0616; Blake Goertz - 254-723-1632. 
 

October 23, 2022 – We will have a special collection for World Mission Sunday, 
Propagation of Faith. 
  
The St. John’s 70th anniversary celebration will be on October 9, 2022. The 
date is one week earlier than originally planned due to scheduling conflicts. 
Deadlines associated with the celebration have been adjusted accordingly. 
 

We will be selling St. John's 70th anniversary T-shirts each Sunday until 
October 2, 2022.  Correction to the shirt prices - Regular sizes are $10; 2XL and 
above are $12.  Please see Faye Stewart to purchase your T-shirt. 
 

We will have a Souvenir Book for the church’s 70th anniversary.  Please help us 
collect ads and patrons. Inside and Back Cover $175; full page $150; 1/2 page 
$75; 1/4 page $45; Business card $25; Patron $10. Please contact Teaberta 
Black 254-752-1792 teabertab@aol.com or David Gradel 254-717-1889 
dandlbooks2015@gmail.com to place an ad or be added to the patron list.   
The deadline has been extended to August 21, 2022.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


