
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

1312 Dallas Street 
 Waco, Texas 76704 

Website: www.stjohnswaco.org 
E-mail: saintjohn1312@yahoo.com 

Phone (254) 753-6742 
Pastor/Administrator: Father Cyril Ejaidu 

Confession: Sunday 10:00-10:25 am 
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am 

Mass: Wednesday 6:00 pm 
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

       October 30, 2022 
 

Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of our parish 

with faith, hope and love! 
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“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.”   
Luke 19:5 

Zacchaeus was up a tree.  Why?  Practically speaking, he was up a tree because 
he was short and he wanted to see Jesus as Jesus passed by.  But the 
symbolism reveals far greater meaning. The first thing we must note is that 
Zacchaeus was a wealthy and well respected man.  In the eyes of the world he 
was successful.  But despite his wealth, it appears there was something 
missing.  He heard about Jesus and desired to know Him.  This passage is 
fascinating because it must have been an unusual sight to see a wealthy and 
successful man climbing a tree in the presence of a large crowd.  In fact, it was 
so unusual that Jesus immediately noticed it. Jesus also noticed Zacchaeus 
because of something far more significant than a grown man climbing a tree.  
Zacchaeus was noticed by Jesus primarily because Jesus was able to perceive 
the desire and openness of his heart.  Zacchaeus, this wealthy and successful 
man, was missing something and he was zealous to obtain it.  He longed for 
Jesus and this desire is fulfilled by the compassion of our Lord. 
Regardless of whether or not you are “successful” from a worldly point of view, 
it’s essential that you, too, recognize the unfulfilled desire of your heart.  That 
“unfulfilled desire” refers to any way that God is not fully the center of your 
life.  Some people try to fulfill this desire in many worldly ways.  But those who 
are like Zacchaeus will realize that Jesus is the answer.  And when someone 
recognizes this fact, they will go to any length necessary to see Him and be with 
Him. Reflect, today, upon a simple question: How far am I willing to go to see 
Jesus?  Are you willing to do anything you have to so as to see Him, hear Him 
and be with Him?  It may take an act of humility and you may have to act in a 
radical way.  Doing so will call out to the heart of our Lord and He will respond 
to you with much generosity just as He did to Zacchaeus. 
Lord, I desire to choose You above all things.  May I never be drawn to the 
things of this world more than I am drawn to You.  Increase my desire for You 
and give me the courage I need to be faithful to You always.  I love You, dear 
Lord.  Please increase my love.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hilde and Fred Ouellette wish to thank the St John the Baptist family for 
their gracious expressions of love and faith in celebrating our 60th 

wedding anniversary. It is a heartwarming experience to receive this from 
the people of St John's.  We are truly blessed to be members of such a 

community. Thank all of you and may God continue to bless St John the 
Baptist Catholic church. 

St. John’s Offering 

                             October 16, 2022 

            Regular Offering: $865 Building Fund: $25 

October 23, 2022 

Regular Offering: $1,081.80     Building Fund: $125 

             



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesean News 
 

Established in 1947, the Diocese of Austin was the seventh diocese in the 
state of Texas.  Soon, we celebrate our 75th anniversary. 
 

November 4 – 6, 2022 – As we journey into the three-year Eucharistic 
Revival, come for a weekend to hear what God’s word teaches us and what 
the saints experienced in their love for the Eucharist.  This is a weekend 
retreat with Mass and Eucharistic Adoration included. The cost is $270 for a 
private room and $230 for a shared room. 

 

Walking with Moms Prayer Intentions 
 

For our parish: that as we continue to walk with moms in need we may be 
guided by the Holy Spirit as we work to increase our support of pregnant 
and parenting women. Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
May all those in our parish who have answered the call to walk with 
mothers in need be strengthened  and encouraged in their efforts to serve 
preganant women in our community. Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Announcements 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Robert Gradel 
Julie Hemstreet   Nadine Linville 
Angelo Ramos   Brandon Rosas 
Erica Rosas 

 



On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. For nearly four decades, the 
country has recognized October as National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. It is a time annually devoted to educating everyone about breast 
cancer—including metastatic breast cancer (MBC)—and the importance of 
early detection and timely, high-quality care.  
 
Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) supports men discerning 
vocations to the priesthood and diaconate, priests currently serving and 
retired priests. Your gift helps to sustain Catholic schools, religious 
education, ministerial formation and initiatives for life, peace and 
justice. Your donations are carefully spent; it is money for God’s work, and 
we use it accordingly. Your contributions are deeply appreciated, very much 
needed and make a real difference in the lives of many.  
 
 
 
October 30, 2022 – The St. John’s Men’s Group will be serving Breakfast in 
Sophie Hall immediately after Mass.  Donations are welcomed.  We will have 
our annual Trunk or Treat on the parking lot after Mass and breakfast. 
 

November 7, 2022 –   The Central Texas Fellowship of Catholic Men invites 
all the men of St. John’s to attend our October Holy Hour Gathering from 
7:00 pm. – 8:30 pm at St. Louis Catholic Church, Waco. All men of our parish 
are invited to join for adoration, reflection, confession and praying the 
rosary.  Refreshments and snacks will be served afterwards. 
 

November 12, 2022, 12:00 noon – Parish Council Meeting is in Sophie Hall.  
 

November 13, 1:30 pm and November 14, 6:30 pm  - St. Jerome & St. Louis 
welcomes you to an Exposition of Sacred Relics. Over 150 relics will be shown, 
some as old as 2,000 years. Among the treasures will be relics of the Twelve 
Apostles, St. Joseph, St. John the Baptist, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Maria Goretti, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, and St. Joan of Arc. There will also be some of the largest remaining 
pieces of the Wood of the True Cross.  The 13th will be at St. Jerome’s and the 
14th  will be at St. Louis.  Call Robert Tunmire 254-745-4199 with any questions. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 



If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


