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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

       November 20, 2022 
 

Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of our parish 

with faith, hope and love! 
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Happy Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe!  This is the last Sunday 
of the Church year which means we focus on the final and glorious things to 
come!  It also means that next Sunday is already the First Sunday of Advent. 
When we say Jesus is a king, we mean a few things. First, He is our Shepherd. 
As our Shepherd He desires to lead us personally as a loving father would. He 
wants to enter our lives personally, intimately and carefully, never imposing 
Himself but always offering Himself as our guide. The difficulty with this is that 
it’s very easy for us to reject this kind of kingship. As King, Jesus desires to lead 
every aspect of our lives and lead us in all things. He desires to become the 
absolute ruler and monarch of our souls. He wants us to come to Him for 
everything and to become dependent upon Him always. But He will not impose 
this sort of kingship upon us. We must accept it freely and without reservation. 
Jesus will only govern our lives if we freely surrender ourselves over. When that 
happens, though, His Kingdom begins to become established within us! And 
through us in the world. Additionally, Jesus does wish for His Kingdom to begin 
to be established in our world. First and foremost this takes place when we 
become His sheep and thus become His instruments to help convert the world. 
However, as King, He also calls us to establish His Kingship by seeing to it that 
His truth and law is respected within civil society. It’s Christ’s authority as King 
that gives us the authority and duty as Christians to do all we can to fight civil 
injustices and bring about a respect for every human person. All civil law 
ultimately gains its authority from Christ alone since He is the one and only 
Universal King. But many do not recognize Him as King, so what about them? 
Should we “impose” God’s law upon those who do not believe? The answer is 
both yes and no. First, there are some things we cannot impose. For example, 
we cannot force people to go to Mass each Sunday. This would hinder one’s 
freedom to enter into this precious gift. We know Jesus requires it of us for the 
good of our souls, but it must still be embraced freely. However, there are 
some things that we must “impose” upon others. The protection of the unborn, 
poor and vulnerable must be “imposed.” The freedom of conscience must be 
written into our laws. The freedom to practice our faith openly (religious 
liberty) within any institution must be “imposed” also. And there are many 
other things we could list here. What’s important to point out is that, at the 
end of all time, Jesus will be returning to Earth in all His glory and He will then 
establish His permanent and unending Kingdom. At that time, all people will 
see God as He is. And His law will become one with “civil” law. Every knee will 
bend before the great King and all will know the truth.  At that time, true 
justice will reign and every evil will be corrected.  What a glorious day that will 
be! Reflect, today, upon your own embrace of Christ as King.  Does He truly 
govern your life in every way?  Do you allow Him to have complete control over 
your life?  When this is done freely and completely, the Kingdom of God is 
established in your life.  Let Him reign so that you can be converted and, 
through you, others can come to know Him as Lord of all! 
Most solemn Lord, You are the sovereign King of the Universe.  You are the Lord 
of all.  Come reign in my life and make my soul Your holy dwelling place.  Lord, 



come transform our world and make it a place of true peace and justice.  May 
Your Kingdom come!  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy 

 

Diocesean News 
 

December 1, 2022,  6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Advent Celebration Join us for an 
evening of wine and cheese plus dinner followed by an Advent reflection by 
Father Harry Dean at Cedarbrake Retreat Center. Cost is $30.  

 

January 4, 3:00 pm - 6, 12:30 pm, 2023 – 5th Annual Biblical Institute. The 
Prophet Jeremiah will be the focus of this weekend's biblical workshop. 
Cost ranges from $140 for commuters to $280 for a private room.  
 

Walking with Moms Prayer Intentions 
 

For women facing challenging pregnancies in our community.  May they 
know that our parish desires to provide assistance and support as they 
foster the gift of new life. May all expectant mothers be lovingly supported 
as they embrace the beauty and goodness of their vocation as mothers.  Let 
us pray to the Lord. 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Julie Hemstreet  

  

 

St. John’s Offering 

                             November 13, 2022 

             Regular Offering: $1404       Building Fund: $200 

             



Announcements 
 

Today we have lunch of grilled hot dogs and frito pie.  Please join us in 
Sophie Hall after Mass. 
 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) supports men discerning 
vocations to the priesthood and diaconate, priests currently serving and 
retired priests. Your gift helps to sustain Catholic schools, religious 
education, ministerial formation and initiatives for life, peace and 
justice. Your donations are carefully spent; it is money for God’s work, and 
we use it accordingly. Your contributions are deeply appreciated, very much 
needed and make a real difference in the lives of many.  
 

December 2, 2022, 6:00 pm – Advent Night of Reflection, St. Jerome’s Catholic 
Church. Andrew Laubacher is a musician and worship leader with Life Teen, 
CYMC, and Steubenville. Andrew will share a message of testimony, then we 
will have an hour of praise, worship, reflection, and adoration. 
 

December 3, 2022, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm – A Style Show and Brunch will take 
place at St. John’s Parish Hall.  The event is sponsored by the Knights of Peter 
Claver Ladies Auxiliary Court 385.  Tickets are a $15 donation; call 254-752-
1792 or 254-495-5292 to request tickets. 
 

December 17, 2022 – St. John’s Men’s Group. The Men’s Breakfast held on 
October 30th served as our monthly gathering for November.  We had a 
wonderful time of fellowship while cooking for our parish.   Our next gathering 
will be on December 17th.  All men of the parish are welcome. Details to follow.  
 

February 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm - The 11th Annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held at San Jose Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, TX.  
Early- bird tickets are available through January 31, 2023.  $50 for 1 ticket; $90 
for 2 tickets.  Register online at centexcatholic.com.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving to all members of our parish.  Safe travels for you 

and your family! 


