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Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. In those days before the flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah 
entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried them all 
away. So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.” Matthew 24:37–39 
Are you awake? Spiritually speaking? As we begin the liturgical season of 
Advent, we are given the future coming of the Son of God to ponder. As this 
passage goes on, Jesus says, “Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on 
which day your Lord will come.” By the “day your Lord will come,” we should 
understand three things. The first coming of Christ is obviously that which we 
most clearly ponder in Advent and Christmas. The unity of human nature with 
divine nature, in the Person of Jesus, is truly awe-inspiring. But that already 
took place long ago. Thus, a second coming of Christ that we must continually 
ponder is His coming by grace, every moment of every day of our lives, once we 
have chosen to freely give our lives over to His service, for His glory, in accord 
with His will. When we live with such an interior disposition by which we seek 
His ongoing “coming” by grace, then we will find that we need to continually 
“stay awake!” If we do not, then we can be certain that we will miss countless 
opportunities to become more united to Christ every day and to be used as an 
instrument of that very grace for His service and glory. If we do not diligently 
build a habit of becoming attentive to every prompting of grace in our lives, 
then we will, unquestionably, begin to become “drowsy” and will fall asleep, 
spiritually speaking. A wonderful measure of our daily attentiveness to the 
innumerable gifts of grace given to us every day is to also consider how 
attentive we are to the final and glorious coming of Christ at the end of time. 
Just as Jesus explains, most people will pay little attention to this final coming, 
presuming it will not even be in their lifetimes. But if you have that attitude, 
then you have completely missed the point. The point is preparedness—today, 
tomorrow and always. True preparedness for the final coming of Christ will not 
only help you enter the mysteries of these Advent and Christmas seasons by 
which we ponder the first coming of Christ, it will also help you form a habit of 
daily attentiveness to grace. Reflect, today, upon how ready you are for the 
final coming of Christ at the end of time. Are you ready if Christ were to come 
today? If not, understand that a lack of preparedness for the final coming also 
means a lack of preparedness to celebrate His first coming at Christmas long 
ago, as well as His daily comings by grace. Prepare today. Do not wait. If you 
do, God will daily transform you in ways that are glorious beyond 
comprehension. 
My ever-present Lord, You come to us, day and night, calling to us, leading us 
and offering to enter our lives. Please help me to always be attentive to You and 
to always open my heart fully to Your daily coming by grace. Jesus, I trust in 
You. 
 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

November 20, 2022 

Regular Offering: $1,241  Building Fund: $50 

Special Collection:$99 

 



Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 
Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy 

 

Diocesean News 
 

December 1, 2022,  6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Advent Celebration Join us for an 
evening of wine and cheese plus dinner followed by an Advent reflection by 
Father Harry Dean at Cedarbrake Retreat Center. Cost is $30.  

 

January 4, 3:00 pm - 6, 12:30 pm, 2023 – 5th Annual Biblical Institute. The 
Prophet Jeremiah will be the focus of this weekend's biblical workshop. 
Cost ranges from $140 for commuters to $280 for a private room.  
 

 
 

 

 

Announcements 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Julie Hemstreet  

  

 



On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) supports men discerning 
vocations to the priesthood and diaconate, priests currently serving and 
retired priests. Your gift helps to sustain Catholic schools, religious 
education, ministerial formation and initiatives for life, peace and 
justice. Your donations are carefully spent; it is money for God’s work, and 
we use it accordingly. Your contributions are deeply appreciated, very much 
needed and make a real difference in the lives of many.  
 

December 2, 2022, 6:00 pm – Advent Night of Reflection, St. Jerome’s Catholic 
Church. Andrew Laubacher is a musician and worship leader with Life Teen, 
CYMC, and Steubenville. Andrew will share a message of testimony, then we 
will have an hour of praise, worship, reflection, and adoration. 
 

December 3, 2022, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm – A Style Show and Brunch will take 
place at St. John’s Parish Hall.  The event is sponsored by the Knights of Peter 
Claver Ladies Auxiliary Court 385.  Tickets are a $15 donation; call 254-752-
1792 or 254-495-5292 to request tickets. 
 

December 5, 2022, 7:00 pm – The Central Texas Fellowship of Catholic Men 
invites all the men of St. John’s to attend our December Holy Hour 
Gathering at St. Francis on the Brazos, Waco. Join us for adoration, 
reflection, confession and praying the rosary.  Refreshments and snacks will 
be served afterwards. 
 
December 17, 2022 – St. John’s Men’s Group.  All men of the parish are 
welcome to our December gathering. Details to follow.  
 

February 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm - The 11th Annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held at San Jose Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, TX.  
Early- bird tickets are available through January 31, 2023.  $50 for 1 ticket; $90 
for 2 tickets.  Register online at centexcatholic.com.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


