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When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” Matthew 3:7–8 

This was both a very intense and yet very holy encounter. It was intense in that 
Saint John the Baptist, who had become quite popular and respected and was 
considered a great prophet, spoke harshly toward the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. “You brood of vipers!” he says. This was not the way the Pharisees 
and Sadducees were normally spoken to. 
John speaks this way because it was the truth. These religious leaders were not 
leading anyone closer to God. One only needs to ponder all that Jesus would 
eventually say to the Pharisees and Sadducees to understand what kind of 
people these religious leaders had become. 
So this passage is certainly intense. But it is also very holy. It is holy because 
this “brood of vipers” needed to be chastised. They needed to be condemned 
and challenged. They needed to be humbled. And there is nothing more 
humbling than sincerely repenting of one’s sins in a public way. 
Notice that John does not dismiss the leaders outright. Rather, he requires of 
them “evidence” of their repentance. Why? Because of the spiritual damage 
these men did to the people of Israel on account of their pride, self-
righteousness, hypocrisy, love of public honors, condemnation of others, etc. 
They had so distorted the faith that the good of their souls required public 
repentance. It required that everyone see sincere good fruits flowing from their 
lives as a sign that they had changed. Though this is a tall order for the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, it’s the way to holiness for them. 
The same is true for us. If you have allowed yourself to fall into some of the 
same traps as the Pharisees and Sadducees, then you, too, will greatly benefit 
from clear and humble public change. If you have struggled with self-
righteousness, a critical tongue, a “holier than thou” attitude or a judgmental 
attitude toward others, then you might have great need for a humble and 
public repentance. 
Reflect, today, upon the Pharisees and Sadducees. Try to understand their sin 
and the reason John called them a “brood of vipers.” If you see any of their 
pride and self-righteousness within your own soul, then listen to this 
exhortation from John the Baptist as if it were spoken to you directly. “Produce 
good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” Do this, and God will free you 
through the gift of true humility. 
My humble Lord, You call all people to repentance with great humility and 
sincerity. Please help me to see my sin and to never shy away from facing it, so 
that You can free me from that filth and set me more firmly on the path to 
holiness. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Offering 

November 27, 2022 

Regular Offering: $786.75 

 



Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 
Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy 

 

Diocesean News 
 

January 6, 3:00 pm - 8, 12:30 pm, 2023 – 5th Annual Biblical Institute. The 
Prophet Jeremiah will be the focus of this weekend's biblical workshop. 
Cost ranges from $140 for commuters to $280 for a private room.  
 

January 21, 2023, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm – Como discípulos enamorados de 
Cristo solemos empezar con mucho afán nuestros buenos propósitos y con 
mucho entusiasmo nuestro servicio a la Iglesia, sin embargo frente a los 
embates de la vida, los problemas familiares o comunitarios y el abundante 
trabajo, comenzamos a percibir un desgaste emocional, físico y sobre todo 
espiritual. Ahí surge en nuestro auxilio la virtud de la perseverancia. El costo 
es de $40 e incluirá el almuerzo. 

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Julie Hemstreet  

  

 



 
On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) supports men discerning 
vocations to the priesthood and diaconate, priests currently serving and 
retired priests. Your gift helps to sustain Catholic schools, religious 
education, ministerial formation and initiatives for life, peace and 
justice. Your donations are carefully spent; it is money for God’s work, and 
we use it accordingly. Your contributions are deeply appreciated, very much 
needed and make a real difference in the lives of many.  
 

December 5, 2022, 7:00 pm – The Central Texas Fellowship of Catholic Men 
invites all the men of St. John’s to attend our December Holy Hour 
Gathering at St. Francis on the Brazos, Waco. Join us for adoration, 
reflection, confession and praying the rosary.  Refreshments and snacks will 
be served afterwards. 
 

December 10, 2022, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm  – On behalf of St. Jerome parish we 
would like to invite your parish disciples to a family, faith, and fun event called 
It's All About A Baby.We will give away a package of diapers and wipes to the 
first 700 families with a baby or young toddler. We have games, snacks, and 
Santa all planned for the day. 
 

December 13, 14, 15, 2022, 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm – Advent Days of Confession 
 

December 17, 2022 – St. John’s Men’s Group.  All men of the parish are 
welcome to our December gathering for adoration at 11:00 am.  A meal will 
follow. 
 

February 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm - The 11th Annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held at San Jose Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, TX.  
Early- bird tickets are available through January 31, 2023.  $50 for 1 ticket; $90 
for 2 tickets.  Register online at centexcatholic.com.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


