
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
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 Waco, Texas 76704 
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When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his 
disciples to Jesus with this question, “Are you the one who is to come, or 

should we look for another?” Matthew 11:2–3 
Why did Saint John the Baptist send his disciples to Jesus to ask this question? 
Recall that John had previously stated about Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). So if John knew that Jesus 
was the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” then why would 
he send his disciples to ask Jesus if He is the one who is to come? 
The Church Fathers explore many reasons, but most arrive at the conclusion 
that John did this not because he didn’t know Who Jesus was, but for the sake 
of his disciples, so that they would come to follow our Lord once John was 
killed by Herod. So this was a way of trying to point his disciples to Jesus and to 
encourage them to embrace this new change in their life of faith. 
Jesus understood the reason John sent his disciples to Him. As a result, Jesus 
gave these disciples what they needed so as to come to believe themselves. He 
points them to the works that He has done as the Christ so that they would be 
able to interpret these works on their own and, thus, come to the newness of 
faith. Jesus points out that the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news 
proclaimed to them. Who could argue with such miraculous signs from 
Heaven? But Jesus goes even further and states something very subtle. He says, 
“And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.” This line appears to be 
one way that Jesus gently reproached these disciples for what appears to be 
their own personal struggle with this change of spiritual leaders. Jesus 
identified a certain “offense” that they were dealing with. They were 
“offended” by the fact that Jesus was indeed increasing while John was 
decreasing. In many ways, this is a common experience any time there is a 
change in our spiritual lives. When something is new, we often struggle with 
various aspects of the change and newness. But the Christian life is all about 
change, transformation and newness of life. And this is good. We must seek to 
change, be transformed, build better and new relationships, learn new ways of 
loving and reaching out, and become very comfortable with any and every new 
experience that our Lord places in our lives. 
Reflect, today, upon any way that you have struggled with changes in your 
spiritual life. Oftentimes, those things we struggle with are actually glorious 
opportunities to live our Christian faith and charity on a new level. Seek out the 
changes God is calling you to embrace in your life and know that even if they 
are difficult, they are the surest pathway to a life of greater holiness for you. 
Dear Lord, I know You call me to embrace the newness of life and the changes 
that I must endure so as to follow You more faithfully. Help me to be open to all 
that You call me to so that I will continually become a new creation in Your 
grace. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

December 4, 2022 

Regular Offering: $1820.25 Building Fund: $25 

 



Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 
Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy 

 

Diocesean News 
 

January 6, 3:00 pm - 8, 12:30 pm, 2023 – 5th Annual Biblical Institute. The 
Prophet Jeremiah will be the focus of this weekend's biblical workshop. 
Cost ranges from $140 for commuters to $280 for a private room.  
 

January 21, 2023, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm – Como discípulos enamorados de 
Cristo solemos empezar con mucho afán nuestros buenos propósitos y con 
mucho entusiasmo nuestro servicio a la Iglesia, sin embargo frente a los 
embates de la vida, los problemas familiares o comunitarios y el abundante 
trabajo, comenzamos a percibir un desgaste emocional, físico y sobre todo 
espiritual. Ahí surge en nuestro auxilio la virtud de la perseverancia. El costo 
es de $40 e incluirá el almuerzo. 

 

 
 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Julie Hemstreet  

  

 



Announcements 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 
On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) supports men discerning 
vocations to the priesthood and diaconate, priests currently serving and 
retired priests. Your gift helps to sustain Catholic schools, religious 
education, ministerial formation and initiatives for life, peace and 
justice. Your donations are carefully spent; it is money for God’s work, and 
we use it accordingly. Your contributions are deeply appreciated, very much 
needed and make a real difference in the lives of many.  
 

December 13, 14, 15, 2022, 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm – Advent Days of Confession 
 

December 17, 2022 – St. John’s Men’s Group.  All men of the parish are 
welcome to our December gathering for adoration at 11:00 am.  A meal will 
follow. 
 
December 18, 2022 – We will have a Christmas Lunch after Mass in Sophie 
Hall.  
 

February 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm - The 11th Annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held at San Jose Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, TX.  
Early- bird tickets are available through January 31, 2023.  $50 for 1 ticket; $90 
for 2 tickets.  Register online at centexcatholic.com.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


