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And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.  Luke 2:19 
Today, January 1, we complete our octave celebration of Christmas Day. It’s an 
often overlooked liturgical fact that we celebrate Christmas Day for eight 
straight days. We do this also with Easter Day, which concludes with the great 
celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday. 
On this, the eighth day of the Octave of Christmas, we turn our focus to the 
unique and beautiful fact that God chose to enter our world through a human 
mother. Mary is called the “Mother of God” for the simple fact that her Son is 
God. She was not the mother of her Son’s flesh alone, nor the mother only of 
His human nature. This is because the Person of Jesus, the Son of God, is one 
Person. And that one Person took on flesh within the womb of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Though becoming the Mother of God was a pure gift from Heaven 
and not something that Mother Mary merited on her own, there was one 
particular quality that she had that made her uniquely qualified to fulfill this 
role. That quality was her immaculate nature. First, Mother Mary was 
preserved from all sin when she was conceived within the womb of her 
mother, Saint Anne. This special grace was a grace that was imparted to her 
from the future life, death and resurrection of her Son. It was the grace of 
salvation, but God chose to take that gift of grace and transcend time to impart 
it to her at the moment of her conception, thus making her the perfect and 
pure instrument necessary to bring forth God into the world. Second, Mother 
Mary remained faithful to this gift of grace throughout her life, never choosing 
to sin, never wavering, never turning from God. She remained immaculate 
throughout her life. Interestingly, it is this choice of hers, to forever remain 
obedient to the will of God in every way, that makes her more fully the Mother 
of God than the simple act of bearing Him within her womb. Her act of perfect 
unity with the will of God throughout her life makes her, also, the perfect 
mother of divine grace and mercy and perpetually the spiritual Mother of God, 
continually and perfectly bringing Him into our world. Reflect, today, upon 
these most solemn mysteries of our faith. This eighth day of the Octave of 
Christmas is a solemn celebration, a celebration worthy of our pondering. The 
Scripture above reveals not only how our blessed Mother approached this 
mystery but also how we are to approach it. She “kept all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart.” Ponder these mysteries, also, in your own 
heart and allow the grace of this holy celebration to fill you with joy and 
gratitude. 
Dearest Mother Mary, you were graced with a grace beyond any other. You 
were preserved from all sin and remained perfectly obedient to the will of God 
throughout your life. As a result, you became the perfect instrument of the 
Savior of the World by becoming His mother, the Mother of God. Pray for me 
that I may ponder this great mystery of our faith this day and ever more deeply 
rejoice in the incomprehensible beauty of your motherly soul. Mother Mary, the 
Mother of God, pray for us.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 

St. John’s Offering 

December 24-25, 2022 

Regular Offering: $930      Building Fund: $100 

 



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy 

 

Diocesean News 
 

January 6 - 8, 12:30 pm, 2023 – 5th Annual Biblical Institute. The Prophet 
Jeremiah will be the focus of this weekend's biblical workshop. Cost ranges 
from $140 for commuters to $280 for a private room.  
 

January 21, 2023, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm – Como discípulos enamorados de 
Cristo solemos empezar con mucho afán nuestros buenos propósitos y con 
mucho entusiasmo nuestro servicio a la Iglesia, sin embargo frente a los 
embates de la vida, los problemas familiares o comunitarios y el abundante 
trabajo, comenzamos a percibir un desgaste emocional, físico y sobre todo 
espiritual. Ahí surge en nuestro auxilio la virtud de la perseverancia. El costo 
es de $40 e incluirá el almuerzo. 
 
January 26, 2023, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm - Cedarbrake will offer a day retreat 
on The Gift of the Holy Eucharist at St. Thomas Aquinas parish in College 
Station. Cedarbrake Chaplain, Fr. Harry Dean will share insights from some 
saints on the Eucharist and Cedarbrake Director, Brian Egan, will speak 
about scripture passages that teach us about Our Lord who is truly present 
in the Bread and Wine that is blest at mass. The retreat will include mass 
and lunch as part of the day. The cost is $45. 
 

************* 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Julie Hemstreet  

 Maria McDaniels   Maria Jimenez 

 



Announcements 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 
On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

January 17, 2023, 7:00 pm – The Waco Columbiettes are hosting Tolton: From 
Slave to Priest.  Religious education students, especially Confirmation 
candidates, and your parish families can attend this FREE special live 
performance.  
 
February 6, 2023 7:00 pm- 9:00 pm – “Guiding Youth to Sexual Integrity and 
Abundant Life” at the St. Louis Church Activity Center. The program will help 
parents guide children along virtuous paths in life. The seminar is also for 
grandparents, teachers, pastors, and all adults who mentor youth. The seminar 
leader, Dr. Sandy Hapenny, is a mother and grandmother, and taught for a 
decade at Reicher High School in Waco. Her teaching included Theology of the 
Body. For more information, call or text (254)-644-0407. Registration has 
begun: by phone or online at prolifewaco.com. This event from Pro-Life Waco 
is free. 
 

February 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm - The 11th Annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held at San Jose Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, TX.  
Early- bird tickets are available through January 31, 2023.  $50 for 1 ticket; $90 
for 2 tickets.  Register online at centexcatholic.com.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

 


