
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

1312 Dallas Street 
 Waco, Texas 76704 

Website: www.stjohnswaco.org 
E-mail: saintjohn1312@yahoo.com 

Phone (254) 753-6742 
Pastor/Administrator: Father Cyril Ejaidu 

Confession: Sunday 10:00-10:25 am 
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am 

Mass: Wednesday 6:00 pm 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
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When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, 
behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the 

newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do 
him homage.”   Matthew 2:1–2 

The Magi were most likely from Persia, modern-day Iran. They were men who 
regularly engaged in a study of the stars. They were not Jewish but were most 
likely aware of the popular belief of the Jewish people that a king would be 
born who would save them. 
These Magi were called by God to encounter the Savior of the World. 
Interestingly, God used something very familiar to them as an instrument of 
their calling: the stars. It was among their belief that when someone of great 
importance was born, this birth was accompanied by a new star. So when they 
saw this new, bright and brilliant star, they were filled with curiosity and hope. 
One of the most significant aspects of this story is that they responded. God 
called them through the use of a star, and they chose to follow this sign, 
embarking on a long and arduous journey. 
God often uses those things most familiar to us that are part of our daily life to 
send forth His calling. Recall, for example, that many of the Apostles were 
fishermen, and Jesus used their occupation to call them, making them “fishers 
of men.” He especially used the miraculous catch of fish to clearly indicate to 
them that they had a new calling. 
In our own lives, God is constantly calling us to seek Him out and worship Him. 
He will often use some of the most ordinary parts of our lives to send forth that 
calling. How is He calling you? In what way is He sending you a star to follow? 
Many times when God speaks, we ignore His voice. We must learn from these 
Magi and diligently respond when He calls. We must not hesitate and must 
seek to daily be attentive to the ways that God invites us to deeper trust, 
surrender and worship. 
Reflect, today, upon God’s call in your life. Are you listening? Are you 
responding? Are you ready and willing to abandon all else in life so as to serve 
His holy will? Seek Him, wait on Him and respond. Doing so will be the best 
decision you ever make. 
Lord, I love You and pray that I will be open to Your guiding hand in my life. May 
I always be attentive to the countless ways that You call to me each and every 
day. And may I always respond to You with all my heart. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************* 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 

St. John’s Offering 

January 1, 2023 

Regular Offering: $2,176    

 



Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy 

 

Diocesean News 
 

January 21, 2023, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm – Como discípulos enamorados de 
Cristo solemos empezar con mucho afán nuestros buenos propósitos y con 
mucho entusiasmo nuestro servicio a la Iglesia, sin embargo frente a los 
embates de la vida, los problemas familiares o comunitarios y el abundante 
trabajo, comenzamos a percibir un desgaste emocional, físico y sobre todo 
espiritual. Ahí surge en nuestro auxilio la virtud de la perseverancia. El costo 
es de $40 e incluirá el almuerzo. 
 

January 26, 2023, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm - Cedarbrake will offer a day retreat 
on The Gift of the Holy Eucharist at St. Thomas Aquinas parish in College 
Station. Our Lord who is truly present in the Bread and Wine that is blest at 
mass. The retreat will include mass and lunch as part of the day. The cost is 
$45. 
 

February 22, 2023, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm – Ash Wednesday Retreat at 
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreeat Center.  Begin the Lenten season with a day 
of reflection and prayer centered around the love of Our Savior. Fr. Harry 
Dean and Brian Egan will lead this day of prayer with two talks, mass, and 
the distribution of ashes. The cost is $45 with lunch included. 

 

Announcements 

 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Julie Hemstreet  

 Maria McDaniels   Maria Jimenez RIP 

 



 

On the first Saturday of every month, we will have Adoration from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm followed by Mass at 4:00 pm. 
 

January 17, 2023, 7:00 pm – The Waco Columbiettes are hosting Tolton: From 
Slave to Priest.  Religious education students, especially Confirmation 
candidates, and your parish families can attend this FREE special live 
performance. More information on the free tickets coming soon. 
 

January 21, 2023 – The St. John’s Men’s Group will meet. All men of the parish 
are invited.  Details to follow. 
 

January 22, 2023 - Holy Trinity Catholic Church of Corn Hill invites you to a 
BBQ Pork meal with all the trimmings served from 11 am - 1 pm in their Parish 
Activity Center.  Adults $14 / Children $7.  Adult to-go plates available in the 
drive-thru (11 am - 12:30 pm).  All proceeds benefit the Holy Trinity Cemetery 
Fund. 
 

February 6, 2023 7:00 pm- 9:00 pm – “Guiding Youth to Sexual Integrity and 
Abundant Life” at the St. Louis Church Activity Center. The program will help 
parents guide children along virtuous paths in life. The seminar is also for 
grandparents, teachers, pastors, and all adults who mentor youth. The seminar 
leader, Dr. Sandy Hapenny, is a mother and grandmother, and taught for a 
decade at Reicher High School in Waco. Her teaching included Theology of the 
Body. For more information, call or text (254)-644-0407. Registration has 
begun: by phone or online at prolifewaco.com. This event from Pro-Life Waco 
is free. 
 

February 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm - The 11th Annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held at San Jose Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, TX.  
Early- bird tickets are available through January 31, 2023.  $50 for 1 ticket; $90 
for 2 tickets.  Register online at centexcatholic.com.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


