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From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17 

In Matthew’s Gospel, from which we read today, we hear the first words 
spoken by our Lord as He begins His public ministry: “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” Up until this point, Matthew’s Gospel presented us with 
Jesus’ genealogy, His birth, the story of the Magi, the Holy Family’s flight into 
Egypt, the slaughter of the Holy Innocents, Jesus’ baptism, the preaching of 
Saint John the Baptist and Jesus’ forty days in the desert. Now, after these 
introductory stories to Jesus’ life, we enter into His public ministry. Recall that 
John had just been imprisoned, thus concluding his public ministry. Therefore, 
the time for the preaching and ministry of the Son of God had arrived. And 
though Jesus continues the theme of repentance started by John, Jesus takes 
John’s words further. Jesus adds something that John could not: “The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” Since we are still at the beginning of the season of 
Ordinary Time, it’s important to understand this transition from the Old 
Testament prophets, of which John was the last, to the New Testament 
preaching of our Lord. The difference is that all that had been prophesied and 
pointed to in the Old Testament had now arrived. Saint Jerome, in commenting 
upon this passage, says that as the Old Testament Law ceased, the Gospel 
commenced. And, of course, the fulfillment of this new era of the Gospel was 
only a few short years away when our Lord would offer up His life for the 
salvation of many. As Jesus begins His preaching, His words are challenging but 
also very hopeful. By saying that “the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” Jesus stirs 
interest and holy curiosity among His first listeners. His call to repentance was 
softened by His new proclamation about the Kingdom. One helpful insight we 
can take from these first words of Jesus’ public ministry is that this is the best 
way to share the Gospel with those who do not yet follow Christ. Oftentimes, 
when we see someone living in serious sin, we want to judge and condemn. But 
usually what they need the most is hope—hope that there is something much 
greater that comes from repentance. Certainly we need to speak against sin. 
But one of the most effective ways to do so is by initially offering the listener 
hope of something much better than the sin with which they struggle—
specifically, the hope of the Kingdom of God. Reflect, today, upon the newness 
of the ministry of Jesus, the newness of the first proclamation of the Gospel. As 
you do, try to imagine the holy curiosity that many would have had as they first 
listened to Jesus preach. Soon He would follow up His preaching with many 
signs and wonders that would confirm His message. But at first, Jesus simply 
instilled a hope in His hearers. As you ponder this, think about those in your life 
who also need this initial sense of hope and holy curiosity about the Gospel and 
pray that God will inspire you and use you to be an instrument of this merciful 
message. 
Lord, as You began Your public ministry of proclaiming the Kingdom of Heaven, 
You instilled hope and a holy curiosity in the minds and hearts of Your first 
hearers. Please continue this good work and use me as You will to be an 
instrument of this hope in those I encounter every day. Jesus, I trust in You. 



 
 
 
 
 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 

Diocesean News 
 

January 26, 2023, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm - Cedarbrake will offer a day retreat 
on The Gift of the Holy Eucharist at St. Thomas Aquinas parish in College 
Station. Our Lord who is truly present in the Bread and Wine that is blest at 
mass. The retreat will include mass and lunch as part of the day. The cost is 
$45. 
 

February 22, 2023, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm – Ash Wednesday Retreat at 
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreeat Center.  Begin the Lenten season with a day 
of reflection and prayer centered around the love of Our Savior. Fr. Harry 
Dean and Brian Egan will lead this day of prayer with two talks, mass, and 
the distribution of ashes. The cost is $45 with lunch included. 

 

Announcements 
 

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 

January 22, 2023 – The St. John’s Men’s Group will take Father Jamnicky to 
lunch after Mass. All men of the parish are invited to share in fellowship and a 
meal with Father Jamnicky. 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe 
Gary Gradel   Julie Hemstreet  

 Maria McDaniels   Maria Jimenez RIP 
Sally Compian   Linda Guerra RIP 
Santos Rodriguez, Sr.  Erica Reyes - Rosas 

 

St. John’s Offering 

January 15, 2023 

Regular Offering: $596.70   Building Fund: $102 

 



 
January 22, 2023 - Holy Trinity Catholic Church of Corn Hill invites you to a 
BBQ Pork meal with all the trimmings served from 11 am - 1 pm in their Parish 
Activity Center.  Adults $14 / Children $7.  Adult to-go plates available in the 
drive-thru (11 am - 12:30 pm).  All proceeds benefit the Holy Trinity Cemetery 
Fund. 
 

February 5, 2023 – On this day, we celebrate the feast of Saint Blase, who was 
bishop of Sebaste in Armenia in the fourth century. Before being martyred, he 
is said to have healed a boy who was choking. Since the eighth century, Saint 
Blase has been venerated as the patron of those who suffer from diseases of 
the throat. We pray in a special way today for protection from afflictions of the 
throat and from other illnesses. The blessing of Saint Blase is a sign of our faith 
in God's protection and love for us and for the sick.  

The candles symbolize the light created by the birth of Jesus. For this reason, at 
least since the seventh century, candles have been blessed at Mass, coining the 
term Candlemas. Parishioners may receive blessed candles on February 5 for a 
donation of $5 for use at home throughout the year. 

 

February 6, 2023 7:00 pm- 9:00 pm – “Guiding Youth to Sexual Integrity and 
Abundant Life” at the St. Louis Church Activity Center. The program will help 
parents guide children along virtuous paths in life. The seminar is also for 
grandparents, teachers, pastors, and all adults who mentor youth. The seminar 
leader, Dr. Sandy Hapenny, is a mother and grandmother, and taught for a 
decade at Reicher High School in Waco. Her teaching included Theology of the 
Body. For more information, call or text (254)-644-0407. Registration has 
begun: by phone or online at prolifewaco.com. This event from Pro-Life Waco 
is free. 
 

February 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm - The 11th Annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held at San Jose Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Avenue, Austin, TX.  
Early- bird tickets are available through January 31, 2023.  $50 for 1 ticket; $90 
for 2 tickets.  Register online at centexcatholic.com.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
stjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday 
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 


