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And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and
it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. Acts 2:2—4
And with that, the Church was born. Today we celebrate the Solemnity of
Pentecost which, in many ways, was the culmination of the mission of Christ.
The pinnacle of His mission will come at the end of time when He returns in all
His glory to judge the living and the dead and to establish His permanent
Kingdom. But for now, we live under the rule of the Holy Spirit Who has
descended upon us in full form, transforming us and making it possible to
prepare for Jesus’ final and glorious coming. The Trinity is truly a Mystery of
Faith. In our limited way, we understand that God is Three in One. He is Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Each a distinct Person. Each fully sharing in the one divine
nature. Though They act in perfect unison, They each fulfill Their unique
mission. The Father is the one Who sent the Son into the world and willed that
He give His life for the salvation of all. The Son was sent and perfectly fulfilled
the will of the Father, uniting humanity with divinity. The Holy Spirit is the
Promise of Father and Son Who proceeds from Them and descends upon us,
animating us and making it possible for us to share in the life of the Most Holy
Trinity. If that is hard to comprehend, it should be. Our limited intellects can
only grasp a shadow of the reality of God. That fact, however, should not
discourage us. On the contrary, it should inspire us to anticipate that day when
we will see God face to face and enter more deeply into the mystery of His
divine life. Today we especially focus upon the Third Person of the Most Holy
Trinity: The Holy Spirit. It is an incredible gift we have been given to live in this
age of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps you have thought to yourself that it would have
been nice to live during the time that Jesus walked the earth. But Jesus Himself
said that it was good that He go. Why? Because then He would send His
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, Who will lead you into all Truth.
Thus, the age in which we now live, the age of the Holy Spirit, is the most
blessed age the world has ever seen. This is because we are now able to receive
the indwelling of the Most Holy Trinity by the power of the Holy Spirit. God is
no longer spoken only through the prophets. He is no longer revealed only
through the Person of the Son in Jesus Christ. He is now also able to live within
us, making our very souls His dwelling place. Heaven and earth unite within our
souls. There could be nothing greater than this. As the Holy Spirit descends
upon you, He brings the presence of the Father and the Son. They are
inseparable. Therefore, as we prayerfully look within ourselves, we discover the
Voice of the Father, leading us into His holy will. We discover the Person of the
Son to Whom we are called to be conformed in every way, living as members of
His very body on earth. This is made possible because the Holy Spirit descends
upon us in a way similar to the way the Holy Spirit overshadowed our Blessed
Mother, conceiving within her the Son of God. As the Holy Spirit overshadows
us, God is conceived within our souls, and we begin to share in the very life of



God here and now. Reflect, today, upon these holy mysteries of our faith. See
the actions of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as a true mystery. The only way
we will be able to begin to probe these mysteries is through prayerful
pondering. We must look for the workings of God within, see Him at work
within our souls, savor His presence, rejoice in it and keep our eyes firmly fixed
on Him. We must see the fruit of God’s presence in our lives, such as the Gifts
of the Holy Spirit. Below is a full list of these Gifts. Ponder them today. As you
do, and as you see these Gifts within you, you will be seeing God Himself, the
Holy Spirit, alive and living within the depths of your soul.

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, | worship You and adore You with
all my Heart. Thank You, Father, for sending Your Son into the world. Thank You
Father and Son for sending the Holy Spirit into my life. May | open my soul more
fully to You today and every day so as to prepare for Your glorious return at the
end of the ages. Jesus, | trust in You.

St. John's Offering
May 21, 2023
Regular Offering: $1,326.33 Building Fund: $2,700.00

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you. We will update
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy.

Sick List
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.
We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.
In Jesus name, Amen!

Don McKelvain Sonja Hemstreet Gaines
Hilde Ouellette Jessie Hithe

Gary Gradel Gloria Johnson

Jazz Rosas Stanley Marek

Julie Hemstreet

Diocesean News

June 2, 2023, 3:00 pm - 7, 2023 — Summer Silent Retreat. Spend two to
five nights in quiet prayer with others desiring to draw closer to Jesus. Daily
mass, talks, communal prayer, devotions, confession, and Eucharistic
Adoration will be part of the retreat led by Fr. Harry Dean and Brian Egan.
The cost (see Diocese webpage) varies depending on the number of nights
requested.


https://www.givecentral.org/appeals-form-registration/acp6407934041d98/user/guest

Announcements

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for
a few minutes.

In conjunction with Shepherd’s Pantry, we provide a food pantry for the
community in Sophie Hall on the second Saturday of every month. Contact
Sylvia Glynn if you would like to volunteer to help.

May 1-31, 2023 — May is the Month of Mary. The rosary will be said for the
Blessed Mother each Sunday.

June 3, 2023 - St. John’s Catholic Church Yard Sale 9:00 am — 4:00 pm. The
sale is sponsored by the KOPC. Also, you may bring donations of furniture,
glassware, any gently used goods for KOPC to sell. Links, chicken, chips and
drinks will be sold. The sale takes place rain or shine!

June 4, 2023 - The St. John’s Catholic Women’s Group is selling tickets for a
raffle to benefit the building fund for the Virgin Mary Sanctuary. Need not be
present to win. Many exciting prizes! S5 per ticket or 5 for $20.

June 4, 2023 - Holy Trinity Catholic Church of Corn Hill is hosting its annual
fundraiser and dance. Holy Mass begins 10:30 am. Fried Chicken & Sausage
(served from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.; adults $15/children $7; drive-thru available).
Dance the afternoon away to the music of the Jodie Mikula Orchestra.

June 10, 2023 - Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession Fred Ouellette is
organizing bus transportation from St. John’s and back after the procession and
morning of celebration. More details to follow as we approach the date.

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the
membership card located at the back of the church. St. John’s would like to
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you
with us.

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email
at saintjohn1312@yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill,
hospitalized, or homebound.

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at
stiohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on Thursday
to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass.



